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Preface to Division II, Section B. 


This Section of Division U of these imblications covers the architectural work of 
the Princeton Expedition in Northern Central Syria which w, according to ovir somewhat 
arbitrary geographical division, the central part of Syria north of Damascus, The first 
two parts have to do with a section of basaltic country east of the main high-road 
between Damascus and Aleppo, extending from Selemiyeh northward, almost to the 
Djebcl il'ila^^ which lies immediately south of Alqjpo. This region has been hitherto 
but little explored, and although the Baron von Oppenheim, Dr. Oestmp and Professor 
Hartmann have been in the region, and have published a number of in^riptions found 
there and though the first of the above named has published some photographs of iLs 
ruins, no detailed publication has ever been made of the architectural remains of the 
locality, beyond the scant records publislicd by the .American Expedition of 1889 I 900 r 

and lhae were all of the northern extremity of the fegion, — the Pjebel il-l^lags and 
the Diebcl Shb&t. The Princeton I-xpcdition thoroughly explored the Ala, or the 
southern extremity of the region, and all the ruins in the immediate vicinity of il-Andcrin. 
Kerralin and MaVatS. A map was made of those sections visited by the expedition, 
and is given in Part I of this section. Of the large number of sites visited, as shown 
on the map, 33 contained arcbitcclural monuments sufficiently important, and s^lfficlently 
wpll nreiserved, for publication. These structures represcut many kinds of architecture, 
religious, civil, military, domestic anti funerary — and cover a period from the 
third to the seventh century A.D.. many of them being dated. The monumenU of 
this region, with a few notable exceptions, are not well preserved; but m many instances 
where the ancient towns have been long abandoned, the deiads he as thej fel an_ 
complete restorations of the buildings in drawings, are not difficult to_ make. U will 
be seen from the accompanying illustrations that the style of the architecture of this 
basalt region is quite distinct, differing widely from the architectural style* that fh>uns e 
in the limestone mountains immediately to the northwest, and equally from the ^ 
of Southern Syria where basalt, the same material. was employed 1 borrowing from both, 

It IS cllstifict. froiix ^ i j i 

The third and fourth parts take u|i small sections of regions already explored by 

I \f flp Vovlie or by the American Expedition, and make a more detailed 

IL, rrsti. nui of k. 1.. Part 3 tltc n,i,ts of SordjiM arc taltcn cs an 
examnie of a tvpiral ancient totvn of the Djclicl Riha, - the range of intratonc htlls 
r tbi* forevoinv region, A plan of the town is presented, and all «l the more 
' nant buildings arc Lcribed wltli the aid of measured platis and photographs. 
Orsidc of Serdjilla a number of the more important l.uildings, at different places m 
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Preface to Divtston II, Section H. 


the Djehcl Rflm, tltat have not been published, are described, with drawings and other 
illustrations, in this part. In the same maimer. Part 4 will take ui> Babislja and Dir 
Ki^, two abandoned ancient towns discovered by the American Exfieditioii in the north¬ 
eastern end of the Djebel Barisha, — another range of limestone hills, north of the 
Djebel Riha and about 35 miles east of Antioch. A map of the immediate locality 
will be given, and plans of both towms, together with a thorough publication of their 
monuments as typical of the Djebel Barisha. In both of these districts monuments 
earlier than the fourth century are rare, the great body of the buildings, and most of 
the dated inscriptions belonging to the fourth, fifth and sixth centuries: but a siilTicient 
number ol monuments and inscriptions of the first three centuries of our era are found 
to show that architecture fltnirished here in the second, and even as earlv as the first 
century. It is unnecessary to dwell here upon the architecture described in these tw'O 
parts. I have given a general survey of the stj les represented in Northern Syria be¬ 
tween the first and the seventh centuries, in Part 11 of the Publications of the American 
Expedition.' 

The last two parts of this section are devoted to the architectural remains of the 
hill country’ northeastward from the Djebel BSrisha, the country- on all sides of the 
great central mountain of Northern Syria — the Djebel Shftkh Berekat, — and north¬ 
west of .AlepjKj, panly included within the great curve made by the high-road from 
Alexandretta to Aleppo. Three of the ruined towns of this vicinity were visited by 
M. dc Vogue, w'ho published one or more buildings of each, and several others have 
been mentioned in articles written by various travellers coming from Aleppo. But despite 
the fact that many of the most extensive ruins in Northern Sj'ria are to be seen here, 
and that some of the best preserved ancient monuments are to be found in these mined 
towns, the district has remained practically unexplored, and its monuments unpublished, 
but for the building.^ at KaPat Sinian and its neighborhood, published by M. de 
Vogiie. These, of course, include the great church and monastery of St. Simeon Sty- 
lites, the most remarkable Christian monument in all Syria, On all sides of the cone- 

like mass of the lijebel Shekh Bcrekftt, and w'cll to the northeast of it are large, 

deserted, ruined towns. Tliere are no Bedawin tents to be seen among the ruins, and 
only occasional and temporary' Turkoman or Curdish settlements; the ancient monu¬ 
ments iiave disintegrated solely from natural cau.ses. I'he buildings are of all kinds, 
many of them of great beauty, and exceptionally well preserved. Forty, or more, of 
the ruined towns ol this region were visited by the expedition, and in almost all of 
them were found buildings of more than usual interest for publication. The great church 
of Si. .Simeon at Kal'at Sim'^an was remeasured, and will be published to show certain 

interesting irregularities of plan, not noticeable in the small-scale drawing published hy 

.M. de Vogiid. The site of Ddr Sinu'ln W'as chosen for particularly thorough study, 
and a map of the town will be given, with measured drawings of all Its more im|Jortant 
buildings. In all the ruins of this district the state of preservation in which many of 
the buildings stand, warranted the extensive use of the camera, and, for tliis reason, 
more photographic illustrations are presented in these parts of the publication than In 
any other. batever may be said of the architecture of the Djebel Darisha, may be 
said also of the archiieciure of this region. The styles rcjiresented in both localities 
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are practically itlenticaln It is to be remarketU however, that earlier remains of Paj^jan 
architectareH earlier inscriptions of the Pagan period^ and earlier examples of Christian 
architecture are to be found in these most northern parts of Northern Syria, than in 
the other localities described in Section B, The oldest architectural fragment, — found 
at Refadeh —, is dated by an inscription of the year 72 — 3 A.D*, and the earliest 
church e<lilice — that at I'ilfirt!ti — is dated in the year 372 A.D. The dates of the 
latest inscription fall within the first decade of the seventh century, and the evidences 
of mediaeval Moslem occupation are few. Definitely dated examples of buildings con¬ 
structed in polygonal masoniy are found here as late as the fourth century: 1 know 
of no other examples of so late date in which the evidence is conclusive that the 
inscription is not later than the building. 

It will be observed that a large majority of the monuments published in Section Ji 
are Christian, and that few^ of the buildings, taken singly, are of great historical importance^ 
beyond the fact that tliey are dated, and that a number of the dates are very early 
for the periods to which they belong ^ assigning to the style of architecture tliscovered 
by M. de Vogu6 in Central Syria, and so well known through his great work* dates 
far earlier than have hitherto been presumed. Other parts of Syria furnish temples^ 
theatres, and other great works of architecture, most of them of styles already well 
known in other parts of the world; Northern Central Syria presents a great body of 
buildings representing everj" variety of architecture, in a style which is peculiar to the 
country^ and about wblch comparatively little is knowm. The possibilities offered here 
for the studv of ancient domestic architecture are im rival led; no where else, so far as 
is known, are there such a.bundaiU remains of the religious and civil architecture of 
ancient small communities. The tombs in common use by the inhabitants of these 
Syrian hill towns are umnatclied for beauty and dlversitj' of style. Here we lind suffi¬ 
cient remains of military- constructions to be able to reconstruct the system of defence 
used by the Eastern Empire on Its furthest borders. The results of the explorations 
of the Princeton Expedition, published in this section, contribute a corpus of monuments 
that bears directly upon the life of the ancient inhabitants of ,S)'ria. and thus upon the 
history of these eastern provinces. In architecture the contributions are toward the 
more minute study of tlie style which, in the Publications of the American Expedition, 
1 have called Greco^Syrian, the observation of the influences of the East upon the 
Hellenistic styles of construction and decoration, and the develo])ntent of the forms of 
early church building. 
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Explanation of Elevations and Sections. 
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THE 'ALA. 


INTRODUCTION, 


The journey from .Damascus northward to the 'Ala, on the route taken by the 
Princeton Expedition, was almost wholly witltout archaeological interest, Ihe main high¬ 
road was follow'ed, by the way of it-Kui6fch, to in-Nebk, passing the small mediaeval 
ruin Kh4n il Mizeh, and a somewhat larger ruin of the same period called Kha.n il- 
'Arus, where an Arabic inscription of Saladdin was copied. It is possible that some of the 
material in the second khan is ancient. An ancient road appears to have passed through 
the dehle here, and the place may have been the site of a Roman military post. 
Hefore in-N'ebk was reached, we examined a ruin high up on the right of the road. 
This is probably the ruin to which the name of Adarin is given on Kiepert's map. 
There are extensive foundations, and many pairs of monoliths, like door-jamhs, all of 
limestone, still standing. These pairs of monoliths are arranged in long rows running 
at right angles to each other, as if they had faced streets extending in different directions. 
Onl\^ one dressed stone was seen. All the others are quite rough. The ruin covers 
a large area on both sides of a shallow wadi. No further remains of antiquity \s'ere 
found until we reached the Christian village of :^dad, a community of the Jacobite sect. 
Here is an ancient tower, one wall and two half walls of which are preserved in three 
stories. The building is constructed entirely of blocks of conglomerate, full of large 
pebbles, the only stone available ap(>arently in the vicinity, .A cross in relief, high up 
on the east wali, shows that the tower was of Christian origin. All the modern houses 
in this village, and of all the villages in the neighborhood, are built of sun-baked brick, 
with stone foundations, and 1 have no doubt that the ancient houses in this locality 
were similarly constructed. At il-Eurklu,?, which has been identified with the ancient 
name Iht Prekiis^ there are no ancient remains. There is, how’ever an abundance of 
water. Tell il 'Abd is an ancient site on the top of a hill near the road through il- 
Midan. Here are e,\tensive foundation walls, all in undressed limestone, and great 
quantities of ancient potsherds. Not fitr north of this place one begins to encounter 
occasional fragments of basalt upon the surface, and presently the valley is reached 
through which, running east and west, passes the road between HamS and Selemlyeh. 
Immediately to the north rise the steep slopes of the *Ala*, limestone disappears from 

the surface and basalt takes its place. r u- 

Tlie ^Ala is a plateau with steep sides oti the south, east and west, but lalhng 

very graduallv toward the north. The 'Ala marks the southern end of a great region 
of basaltic rock that extends 45 miles northward to the DJebel il-Uas.s and the Djebel 
Shbet, in the vicinity of .Aleppo, bounded on tlie west, quite accurately, by the Ime 
of the great high road between Damascus and Aleppo, and extending, ! know not 

Fiilliwlluns Of ilif 1’Hni.eion I'nivcnily ArelweologieBl EiptdUioii lo Sjria, Viy. II, S«e. 6, Pt. i. i 
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how far, (eastward, into the desert; though, on another journey, we found limestone 
at Isriyeh, 40 miles to the eastward. The top of the plateau of the *Ala Is compara¬ 
tively level and ver\^ fertile. It is dotted with small villages which occupy the sites 
of ancient towns. There are few isolated ruins; but these, and the ruins in the villages, 
have almost completely disintegrated, owing partly to the general poorness of their 
original construction, but chieflj- to the fact that the region has always been inhabited* 
Mediaeval and modern destruction for building purposes has left few buildings^ and the 
remains of ancient architecture are to be studied only in [larts of buildings incor|>orated 
with modern structures, in foundation walls and in fragments of details* These are 
sufficient, however, to show a continuity of the architectural forms and of methods of 
construction from Selemiyeh in the South to the great ruins ol Khana^ir and Zebed 
in the North* The building material of the ^Ala^ and indeed of this whole region, is, 
of course, basalt. Walls were ordlnarih- built, rather loosely, of wedge-shaped stones 
sbosving squared rough faces on both sides of the w^all, ^nd laid m clay Or poor mortar. 
As rhe filling has gradually disintegrated, the walls have fallen in shapeless masses, 
and only those in which a better class of mortar was employed, or in which the stones 
were in ore carefully fitted within the wall, have survived. A small number of buildings 
were built of quadrated blocks, and these have always withstood the lest of time> except 
in cases where they have been intentionally' broken up. liut, despite the looseness of 
the ordinary construction, the Ala was a region of huge lintel stones. The lintels, 

even in private houses, are often from 3,50 to 4 m, long and from ,So to 1.10 m. high, 
I>roving that there must have been good quarries of basalt in the locality. Columns 
are used in rather small si?.es, and seldom with monolithic shafts, the shafts being usually 
built up In three sections^ The arch was in general use^ though less generally than 
in Southern Syria, and the arches are invariably well constructed of large and well 
finished voussoirs* Vaults were more commonly employed than in Southern Syria or 
in the limestone hills of Nonhern Syria* These vaults are in both forms, i. e.* the 
barrel and the cross-vault. The former was constructed of long^ thin wedges^ the rough 
natural cleavage of the basalt, laid in mortar; the latter, of which very few specimens 
are preserved^ were built of a concrete of light volcanic scoriae. Roofs and intermediate 
Roots of long slabs resting upon corbels, like those of the HaurAn^ were not unknowm, 
and a new' variety of that sort of roof appears in some of these ruins. In these roofs, 
which are found only above small compartments, a long stone girder is thrown across 
the middle of the spacCt and shorter slabs are laid between it and the walls. But 

wood was in common use for the roofing of larger spaces, in the churches and other 
important buildings, and mtich of this material, in beams of great length and corre- 
spending thickness were required for the roofing of some of the larger edifices. 

one descends from the "Ala toward the east, or travels northward along the 
eastern extremity of this region , of basalt, he w ill find that the proportion of stone used 
in the ancient buildings decreases, and tliat its place was taken by sun-dried bricks. 
In these localities stone w-as used only for foundation courses, for door jambs and lintels, 
for window-frames, for arches and for columnar construction, all of the walls being of 
sun-baked brick. Whole towns were built in this method, and their destruction has 
been complete^ ow'ing to the perishable quality of the material used in them. Many 

sites of ancient towms consist only of mounds of clay, which follow the syn^meirical 

lines of the wails of buildings of various kinds; and the only remnants of these buildings 
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to be seen above the soil, are the jambs and lintels which project from the mounds 
of disintegrated sun-baked bricks.’ Many of these lintels bear inscriptions, sO' that the 
records of the towns, and the dates of their buildings arc, in many cases, not w'holty 
lost. The few small villages that are found in the southern part of this locality and 
to the east and south of the 'Ala still employ the ancient methods of construction. 
The modern natives lay a rough foundation of stone and build walls of sun-dried brick 
upon it ", they Insert crude jambs and lintels of stone for their doorways, and cover 
their houses with conical domes of mud, or sun-dried bricks. It seems very 

probable that we may learn something regarding ancient practice from the present 
methods, and 1 believe that these conical donies are as old in this locality as the art 
of building, and were the common form of roof employed for the smaller buildings in 
these ancient towns. The native of lo-day accommodates his circular dome to a square 
wall with perfect ease, adjusting the angles often by cross pieces and, quite as often, 
by veritable pendent!ves ; both methods were almost certainly employed by the builders 
of 1500 years ago in this region, and perhaps much earlier. The ancient builders 
were far better craftsnten, as the remains of their foundation vralls, their carved lintels, 
and their highly finished arches and other details attest, and the general appearance 
of one of these ancient towms was certainly far more imposing than that of the modem 
village of mud but I think we are safe in assuming that the principles of 

construction were the same then as now, and that the ancient towns, when seen from 
a distance, presented the same effect of clustering bee-hive domes that the modern 
villages present to-day. In the 'Ala itself, however, the \iubbeh is seldom found, the 
present inhabitants, many of whom are emigrants, some of them having come from so 
great a distance as the region of the .Sea of Filjcrias, live, for the most part, under 
Lt roofs of stone, or of wood brought from a distance. The ancient vaults of stone 
and of concrete are not imitated, for the reason that the making of mortar is an un¬ 
known art, and lime is not easy to get. Present-day architecture in the 'Ala is poor 
in the extreme, the villages are miserable collections of rude hovels, and it is only 
with great difficulty that any traces of the ancient architecture, and of the inscriptions, 
are discovered amid these stpialid surroundings. Among the ancient sites of the -Ma 
there are two fortified tdh, and just beyond its northeastern extremity there is a similar 
ruin. The two on the 'Ala are, roughly speaking, truncated cones in shape; one has 
a lanTe space at the top and the other a much smaller summit, both are, in part at 
least,'" artificial; they are from ta to 18 meters high above the surrounding levels. 
The whole circuit of the tell is, in each case, girt about with a massive, steeply slanting 
wall built either of bowlders, or of semi-polygonal stone work. The character of the 
walls resembles, in many respects, the so-called Cyclopaean masonry found in Greece 
and other .Mediterranean countries. The summits of the tells are ap(iroached by road¬ 
ways that wind up the slanting sides. At the top one finds only qiiantiiies of broken 
potsherds of the coarsest variety. 1 am convinced that these sites and their walls are 
far older than the other ruins of the region. They resemble, m many particulars, the 
crude fortifications and stepped pyramids of the l;Iaurnn, arid, with them, constitute 
the only crudely massive constructions of Central Syria. Many writers have called 
attention to the lact that Central Syria was occupied, and possessed .stronghold.^, in very 
ancient times, vet there are no ruins in all the country that may be referred to dates earlier 
than the Seleukid era, unless it be that these fortified tells may be reckoned as older than 
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that period. The kinds of construction employed by the people of these localities diirinij 
the koman and Christian periods are limited and well known; they are found e\*enly 
distributed over the entire region, and it is itniiossible to believe dial these gigantic 
specimens of crude wall-building were the work of the builders of the Roman or Christian 
periods with whose construction w'c are so familiar, 1 he Syrians of these two periods^ 
moreover, had little need of such defenses; their towns are, for the most part, not 
walled, and their villas aitd other detached edifices were openly exposed; one or two 
of these small retreats would have been of no service for the protection of extensive 
regions after the Roman government had established its garrisons along the eastern 
frontier. Ihil in earlier ages, when Central Syria was a bone of contention between 
the great empires of the East, and when social conditions were uncertain and insecure, 
the primitive inhabitants undoubtedly had need of such strongholds as these; they stand 
here, as in the l.laurAn, in the midst of fertile country, regions that would naturally 
be the first to be settleil; and to these early Syrians 1 believe their existence is due. 
The Roman period of the second and third centuries is sparingly represented in the 
basalt countrv of the North, and especially so in the Ala, This is due rather to 
w'anton destmetion of the monuments in early Christian and Mohammedan times, than 
to a dearth of building activity in this country* before the fourth century. The scaiiiy 
remains of architecture of the Roman period are immediately recognized among the 
ruins of later Christian buildings. The highly finished blocks of fiuadrated basalt 
occasionallv found in foundations, but more frequently built into w'alls of cruder masonry 
or scattered upon the ground, the well turned mouldings of classic profiles, and the 
fragments of decoration that are found here and there, are eloquent of the activity of 
the artists and craftsmen of that great building era that terminated with the Peace of 
the Church. The best preserved, and the most characteristic, buildings of this region 
are the small square towers of which almost every town in the 'Ala possessed at least 
one. These towers are well built, often of well-dressed basalt blocks of ashlar, with 
thick walls in three of four stories, arched interiors, small loop-hole windows and narrow 
doorways, in many cases provided with dated inscriptions on their lintels. The dcates 
of these inscriptions usually' lie in the sixth century, .Among those which are not dated 
however, there is one' which, from its content, is believed by Mr. Prentice to be 
earlier than the ecclesiastical period, and the tower to which it belongs, together with 
several others, from its const met ion, would ajjpear to belong to the Roman period. 
'File purpose of these towers is not apparent, rhey* seem to have been military or 
semi-military, and, I believe, -were imperial, or ijcrhaps civic, buildings for the housing 
of a guard or w'atch, for the temporary' lodgement of an itinerant official, or for the 
protection of public documents, 'I'he churches of the Ala are, for the most part, of 
one type; the hasilical form predominates, and, lliough central constructions are found 
immediately to the north, 1 discovered no other churches upon the plateau of the *.\la 
than those of the basilical plan. It will be notetl, however, that one of these basilical 
churches, that at it-TubS, presents a plan that is most unusual; not only was the central 
nave divided into squares by transverse arches, but the side aisles were spanned by 
subsidiary transverse arches which acted as buttresses. The dated churches all belong 
to the sixth century, some of them to the very end of the century; but that is, no 
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evidence that some of the undated churches are not earlier. The domestic architecture 
of this Immediate locality has been almost totally obliterated by being rebuilt again 
and again for habitation, yet, in one or two places, parts of houses were found, which 
show that here, as well as in the limestone country hirthcr west, the private residences 
were large and well planned, and w'ere given a certain amount of decorative details. 
Little as we found here of domestic archiicctiire, it is far more than was found by the 
American Expedition in the Djebel ihflass and Djebel Shbet. 

^'he following pages contain scale draw'ings of one temple, seven churches, six 
towers, two houses, and two buildings of unknown purpose, from the *,Ala and its imme¬ 
diate neighborhood; of these buildings eleven have dated inscriptions. A list of abbre¬ 
viations of the publications and periodicals frer|uently quoted in this division, together 
with an explanation of the ground plans, elevations and sections here presented, wall 
be found on another page. The map of the 'Ala and the region north ol it published 
herewnlh includes all the places described in this part and in the part which follows. 



K IR-RUBBEH. 


The first site in the 'Ala visited by this Expedition was a small modern village 
at the foot of a high fortified tell. The tell, roughly speaking, has ihe form of a 
truncated cone, the plateau at the top being 4 or 5 acres in extent. The sides are 
steep, and are composed of a massive wall built in part of bowklers, and in part of 
crude polygonal masonry, almost “Cyclopaean’ in effect (Ilk i). This wall follows a 
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somewhat irregular outline, broken into curves and angles, but roughly describing a 
circle. It is well jjreserved, and shows that it was better built in some places than 
in others 5 for several sections have a very smooth surface of polygonal wtirk. These 
sections, unfortunately, could not be so well photographed as the less well constructed 
parts, one of which is shown in the accompanying photogra]di. A roadway winds up 
at one side of the tell in the usual manner of approaches to ancient strongholds, he, 
in such a way that the left side of those ascending is next to the walk A salient 
tower projects at the top uf the roadway. On one side the ,op of the wall is not 
more than 6 meters above the level of the base, on the other !t rises fully 12 meiers 
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above the ground below it. At one point where the wall has slipped away, a portion 
ot the interior of the tell is exposed, disclosing a mass of broken stone and day, which 
shows that the tell was, in |jari at least, artiHciaL In the village at the western foot 
of the tell were found inscriptions in Greek and numerous architectural details, com¬ 
prising capitals, lintels, and grape-vine ornament of the character common in the Christian 
ruins of the region. Modern dwellings conceal the foundations of all the ancient buildings ^ 
but there can be no doubt that a towm of considerable size clustered at the.foot of 
the ancient tell in early Christian times. 


2 . tarrAd. 

This is a small modern village built chielly of fragments of ancient buiUiings, 
Some of the fragments of carved details indicate that there was an early church here. 
These consist of lintels and jambs ornamented with flat designs of grape-vine rather 
well executed, capitals and other details lying in and around a small, poorly built ruined 
mosque, which was probably built In the ntiddle ages. The wretched modem houses, 
many of which are in ruins, completely conceal the foundations of older structures. 
Some of the stables, which are still in use, are large under-ground places which may 
be compartments of ancient buildings that were originally above the soil, and have 
become buried by the accumulations of rubbish. A number of well finished building 
blocks lie near the well in the centre of the village. An inscription* not in situ, was 
found in one of the houses; the modern buildings probably hide many more of them, 

3. SHEKH "ALI KASUN. 

There are a fen- ancient walls still in situ in this modern village, which is some¬ 
what larger than most of the settlements of the 'Ala. Many fragments of architectural 
ornament of the Christian period are to be seen projecting from crude modem walls, 
or lying about the village, and numerous Greek inscriptions were discovered; only two 
of these were in situ, the others having been built into modern constnictions. These 
fragments and inscriptions indicate that the place was the site of an early Christian 
town of some importance. 

Tower. On the eastern limits of the village are the remains of a tower, about 
seven meters square. 'Fhe portal, with parts of the west wall, and the lower i^ortions 
of the south wall of the tower are still in situ; the other walls have been rebuilt, and 
are partly buried, 'I’he relieving arch above the portal (111. 2 ) is more tlian a semi¬ 
circle, producing a horse-shoe form, and the space between the arch and the lintel is 
filled with a stone plate. .A late sixth-centtiry inscription, in letters in relief, two 
large discs with crosses, and a simple grape-vine pattern constitute the ornament of 
the lintel. 

Two CiiAMiiims, 605, A.D. In the northern part of the village are two small 
chambers that belonged to an ancient building, or group of buildings, but which now 
form parts of a modern house and stable. The a[>proach is through the st^le, at the 
cast end of which is a small doorway In what was originally the front \vall of the 
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building. The doorway leads tmo a small oblong chamber which opens, on the north, 
into a similar chamber. (III. 3). The longer axes of both compartments lie east and 
west. The southernmost room is lighted by a small window high up in the wall; the 
other room is quite dark. Both chambers are vauUed. The middle section of each 
is covered by a square cross-vault bounded by the side walls and by two transverse 
arches which spring from' brackets. The spaces between the transverse arcltes and the 
end walls are covered by tunnel vaults. The vaults are well built of concrete made 

ol mortar and light volcanic scoriae. 
These chambers assume a particular 
importance wrheii w'e recall that vaults 
are extremely rare in Xorthern Syria, 
outside of Kasr I bn Warden, which 
seems to have been built under foreign 
influence; that V'aults of concrete are 
even more unusual, and that cross- 
vaults are unknowm. The outer 
portal Is surmounted bj' a relieving 
arch, and its lintel is adorned with 
a large disc with a simple cross, and 
three lines of letters in relief in sunken 
bands, the spaces above and below 
the bands which are sunken below 
the face of the lintel having the efi'ect 
of strips tn relief like the letters. 
This is one of the common examples 
of the employment of bands of letters 
as part ol the ornament of lintels. 
The date of the inscription is very 
late, — May, 605 A.D. 'I'he door¬ 
way, according to the inscription \ was 
built under Silvanus the Presbyter, 
and it seems likely that the two 
chambers originally formed part of 
a group of religious buildings. The 
inner chamber, unlighted, protected 
from fire by its vaults, and from intrusion by two doors, w-as perhaps the treasury 
chamber of a church or monastery. 
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4. il-habbAt. 

This is a deserted ruin of considerable extent, that w'as apparently occupied during 
the middle ages, or in very early modern times. It is the only site in the 'Alii where 
there are any important remains of pre-Christian architecture. 

I I'MVLE. The lower courses of a wall, well built of highly finished stone and 
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ornamented with a good base mouldings that are siitl in sitn^ the large, well-dressed 
blocks of basalt lying about wdth large attic bases, column drums^ sections of a banded 
architravetand frag¬ 
ments of a pulvi^ 
naied frieze, all in* 
dicate that this w'as 
the site of a temple 
in Roman times. 

Owing to the con¬ 
dition of the ruin, 
it IS not possible to 
say definitely that 
the wdiole building 
was converted into 
a church but it is 
quite certain that 
parts of its w'est 
and south w'alls 


aCALEJCtl'IM 

A 


SnljiH jftLi KAa^N- 
pAItTOFA BVlLdmC- 
A- FLAK’ 
B-SECT(QHXV- 
C- 3 ^ 0 SWAY 


’were incorporated 
in a basllical struc¬ 
ture during the 
Christian period. 

The low^er parts of the original w^estern wall now' form the front w all of a building 16.75 m. 
wide (111 4 A), and r i meters of 
original ’wall adjoining the front 
wall, form part of the side of this 
building which w^as 24.70 m, long. 

It is impossible without excavations 
to determine whether all the walls 
of this structure are built upon 
Roman foundations. At the east 
end of the building short walls 
project inw^ard from the sidewalls ; 
these are probably the front walls 
of a prothesls anddiaconicum* The 
column bases belonged to an order 
of large scale. They are well 
turned as are the base mouldings 
of the building. The architrave 
is triple banded (111 4 B)- Itscy- 
matium consists of a bevel and a 
fascia. The simple pulvinated frieze 
is stirmounted by a bevel and a pro¬ 
jecting fascia. These right-lined 
mouldings are not in accord with 
the welf executed mouldings of the base, (III 4 C) and seem to indicate that the building 
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was not completed, thotigh it would be difficult to carve mouldings of any of the usual 
profiles in these beveled surfaces. If these details w'cre intended to be left as they 
are, it is probable that the building was of very late date, even as late as the latter 
part of the third centiii*)*. 

Some other building seems to have been undertaken on this site in early Christian 
times; but its forms have been obliterated during the later, Mohammedan occupation. 
Much of the well dressed material of the temple seems to have been carried away, 
probably to build churches in the neighboring towns. No inscriptions were found here. 

5 . SA13B.V. 

A poor modern village with many fragments of architectural details of the Christian 
period lying about, or built into the wretched modern houses. 

Two CiiAMUERS, 546 A.D, A small ancient building, which was originally part 
of a larger structure or a group of buildings, stands on the western edge of the village. 
It consists of two vaulted chambers of different dimensions ( 111 . 5). The walls of the 

smaller chamber are finished on the exterior, on the 
south, west and north, showing that it stood free on 
those sides. On the east it is Hanked by a longer 
and broader chamber, and a small doorway connects 
the two. The chief entrance seems to have been a 
portal In the north w'all of the smaller chamber. The 
lintel of this doorvvay is a huge block of basalt, m. 
long and .86 m. high, ornamented with a disc and 
an inscription' in relief, which gives the date 546 A.D. 
Both cliambers are covered with low tunnel vaults of 
segmental section. The vaults arc built of crude l>roken 
wedges of bas^ilt, the natural cleavage of tlie stone, 
laid in coarse mortar. The vaults are perfectly pre* 
sen'ed and are covered on the exterior w'iih beaten earth. The two chambers may 
have been a part of a group of religious buildings, or of a private house. It was 
impossible to trace other walls or foundations among the heaps of rubbish and the 
squalid houses which surround tliese ancient, hut still inhabited, compartment.^. 

6 , UMM IT-TUWKNEH. 

■Another wretched village built upon the ruins of a town of the Christian period, 
and showing fragments of early Christian architecture. The ruins of a church stand 
free from the modern houses on the south side of the village. 

CHuacit, 539—40 A.D. The remains consist only of the apse and of the chamber 
on the north of it, all of which are preseiwed to a height of about two meters, and 
a respond at the east end of the north arcade of the nave, w'hich projects 2,10 m. 
into the nave ( 111 . 6), The foundations of the side w'alls of the nave may be traced 
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at all points on both sides, and the ruins of a wall extend along the west end, at a 
distance of 21.60111. from the apse; hut 1 am not sure \vheiher these are the remains 
of the xvest wall of the church, or of the narthex; for much soil and debris have col¬ 
lected at that point. The chamber on the north of the apse, 
w'hich ivas probably the dlaconiciim, seems to have been entered 
only through the prcsbytcrium. In the thickness of the wall, 
between this chamber and the curve of the apse w-as a dee[j niche 
or cup-board. Niches of this character are almost invariabh' 
found in the churches of ibis whole region; they occur in the 
chambers on both sides of the apse, and ])robably served as 
receptacles for the sacred vessels and for the vestments of the 
clergv; they were originally closed with doors of wood or metal, 
and many of them have grooves on either side for the insertion 
of wooden shelves. The apse has been thoroughly cleaned out, 
as if for habitation, at no very distant period, and a smooth floor 
of plaster, polished and colored re^, has been revealed. 

Near the opening of the apse lies a slab of basalt, (<* on 
plan), face upward; it is 1.53 m. long by 82 cm. wide and 25 cm. 
thick, and is cani*ed with a sunken disc, within which are letters in relief forming a 
cross (Ill. 7). The letters make up a monogram ^ composing a date which may be read 
539— 40 which is most likely the date of 

the church. At the four angles of the slab are 
holes, 10 cm, square and 6 cm. deep, by which 
the slab was affixed to jiosts of some kind; but 
it is impossible to say whether the slab stood 
upright, and formed the front of an alur, or whether 
it w'as supported on four uprights, and was the 
ceiling of a ciborium. The disposition of the holes 
seems rather to suggest the latter. It was quite 

certainly not a panel in a chancel rail; for such ji, . 

panels are invariably let into posts at either 

end, 1 believe, in any case, that the slab lies not far from its original position 
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7. TEMliK. 

This is a small modem village with little of architectural interest about it, save 
its ancient tower. This monument stands on high ground at the north side of the 
village which is built upon ancient foundations and out of ancient materials. The ground 
story of the tower is preserved intact, and its north and east walls still stand, in three 
stories marked oil by string courses, to a height of about 7-50 m. above the present 
level which is much ^higher than in ancient times ( 111 . 8). Three courses are still in 
place above the uppermost string-course, showing that there were originally at least 
four stories. The walls are exceptionally well built, in the manner common in the 
reorion, of wedge-shaped blocks, or to speak more exactly, of truncated pyramids, not 
always of square plan, laid two deep in the wa ll and chinked up with rubble, and with 
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frequent bonding stones carried through the wall in eacli course. The bases of the 
truncated pyramids, which form the iwq faces of the wall, are well quadrated, and on 
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the exterior are highly finished. The ground story' (Ill. 9) has a broad arch which 
carried the long slabs of a stone floor, the other intermediate doors were of wood. 
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Doorway • 

story. The portal is narrow, 
Tlie lintel consisted of three 
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Loophole windows, deeply splayed within, appear in each 
and its lintel is surmounted by a moulded relieving arch. 
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Stones laid side by side, the outermost stone which formed the face of the Untel has 
been broken and torn out of its places the others are about i,8q m. long by 40 cm. 
high. Within the ruin there lies an inscribed stone I-32 m, long, 40 cm. high and 34 cm, 
thick; this may be a part of the outer lintel stone of the doonvay. 

The inscription * is not dated; but it mentions the four Virtues and Nike, and is 
believed by Mr. Prentice to be of Pagan origin. The coiistruction of the tower, 
and the profile of the mouldings of the relieving arch of its portal indicate an early 
date, i. e., the end of the third century or the beginning of the fourth, 

S. NAW A, 

'I his is the site of one of the larger of the ancient towns of the Ala. li,s state 
of ruin Is complete, and it was inhabited not long since, if one may judge by the 
condition of the modern houses that exist in considerable numbers, and by the great 
amount of rubbish tltat has accumulated upon the spot; but it w'as quite deserted when 
we were there, save for a small number of Bedaivin who had pitched their tents on 
the outskirts of the ruins. The ruins cover a large area, and consist of a church of 
fair size on the 
eastern edge of the 
town, a large num¬ 
ber of private houses 
that have l>een level¬ 
ed with the ground 
and a little convent, 
called D^r Nawa, 
on the north we.stern 
confines of the an¬ 
cient town. The 
tower of this convent 
(Ill. 10), still preserv¬ 
ing two stories, is the 
only one of the an¬ 
cient buildings here 
that has not been 
destroyed to the 
foundations, and is 
a conspicuous land¬ 
mark. 

Chukcii, 59S A.D. fhe church in the town was one of the largest in the 
*Ala, measuring about 14 m. X 22 m. outside. On the south was an atrium, or cloister, 
with colonnades on at least two of its sides. Only the ground plan of the church is 
preserved (III. 11, A), in walls from i m. to 1,50 m, high, almost hidden in mounds 
of soil; but it is still possible to secure all the important measurements. Many of the 
ornamentar details also are preserved in the ruin. The nave has five doorways, one 
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at the west, and two in either side wall; both of the chambers which Jlank the apse 
were reached directly from the sanctuary by narrow doorways: the southern chamber, 
probably the prothesiSj opened upon the south aisle through an arch; the diaconicon 
had a small doorway upon the north aisle, The atrium had colonnades on the north 
side^ along the church wall, also on the east, and |irobahly on the west side. Its west 
wall is completely hidden, but part ot the south wall is standing to a height of nearly 
a in. There was a large arch in this wall, near the east end, and a narrow arched 
opening (Ijl, i \ i) in the east wall, which is preserved to a height of more than a 
nieter^ A deep cistern was found in the northeast angle of this court* 

All of the ornament Is of the type most characteristic of this localitj^ being exe¬ 
cuted in very shallow relief carving and in incised lines. The decoration of the jambs 
and lintel of the west portal (III. t i,G) consists of two bands of simple incised scroll 
work, separated by a torus executed below the surface of the stone. The side portals 
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have only the two bands of incised ornament (H) one of which Is an interlace, so 
executed as to give the eftect, at a short distance, of being in relief. Four, at least, 
of the lintels had inscriptions carved upon them, in letters in relief One of these 
gives the date ' 598 A.D, 

The atrium, and the modern houses near it, are full of capitals, shafts and bases 
of the columns of the colonnade. These columns were small, having a diameter of 
only 32 cm. Their capitals were of difierent designs, as shown in Ill, 11, B. C. D., 
all simple, but well executed in the basalt; the relief is very Bat, and the minor details 
of ornament are only incised. The bases (F) were raised upon pedestals, each of which 
w as cut out of the same stone with the base. Several of the shafts have candle sticks (E) 
of simple form, carved in relief upon them. These were probably the shafts of the 
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columns flanking^ the portals, and the tops of the candle-sticks were, in all likelihood 
intended to carrt' small lamps, 'fhe small arch (i) in the cast wall of the atrium sprang 
from deeply mottlded and curiously carved pier caps, (I). The fact that the lower 
courses of the walls of this church were well built of blocks of large size, still in place, 
and that the jambs and lintels of highly finished limestone are still practically in situ, 
and that the only other remains are ornamental details, the rest of the min, consisting 
of mounds of clay, makes it seem probable that this was one of the churches in which 
the upper |>arLs of the walling were of sun-dried bricks. Otherwise all the ordinary 
building stone has been carried away. 

Dkr KaWit, 59S A,D. This is the little convent at the nortlnvest ol the ruined 
tow'n. Like the church in the town, it belongs to the veiy last years of the sixtlx 
century; the inscription^ on the lintel of its single portal being dated in the year 598 A,D, 
Naught remains of the original structures except the 
tower, which stands two full stories high, and the 
foundation walls of the church and other buildings. 

The plan -was easily traced in these remains, which 
suggest that the upper parts of the walls tv ere con¬ 
structed of sun-dried bricks. The plan ( 111 . 12) is 
of more than usual interest for its symmetry in the 
arrangement of the group of buildings, ^'he little 
church is the easternmost building of the group; at 
its western end chaj>el.s are built out on either sidei 
in front of the facade, thus elongated, is a square 
atrium flanked by three chambers on either side. In 
the middle of the atrium was a large cistern, the top 
of which has fallen in. In the middle of the west 
wall an arch opened westward into a second, or outer, 
atrium, of about the same dimensions as the flrst, 
and similarly flanked by chambers, fhe only entrance 
to the convent was in ihe middle of the west wall 
of the outer atrium, on axis with the arch, and the 
portal of the church. The convent tower stands out¬ 
side the second atrium at the northwest angle; U is 
about 7.50 m. square, and is divided by a partition 
wall. The chambers within are liglited by loop-hole 
windows, and the second story is provided with a 
latrina which overhangs the north wall. The plan 
of this little convent, with its outer and inner court, 
recalls the arrangement of the Nabataean temple of 
Baal Shamln at Sf in the Ikurftn. No ornamental details were discovered upoit this 
site. It is possible that the convent was exceedingly plain in detail; but more pro¬ 
bable that all the finished blocks of basalt have been carried away and are among 
those that are still to be seen in the half-ruined modern houses. 

Houses. Plans of private houses are traceable in half-burled foundation walls on 
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all sides of the village. They seem to have been all of one general type, j, e. they 
were built about a small, square, colonnaded court, the rooms being on three of four 
sides. A large cistern occupies the middle of each court The plan and arrangement 
of these dvvellings is illustrated in a better preserved exainjile of a house of the same 
type at it*Tuba, a drawing of which is given in III. 20. 

9. ZABBUDEH. 

A deserted ruin extending over a large space on high ground. Tlie place was 
apparently rebuilt and inhabited during the middle ages. Columns, capitals and frag- 
ments of mouldings, all of the common types, He in the rtiins, and several inscriptions 
were found here, Hardlj' one stone is left tijion another, however, and I did not stop 
long enough to attempt to trace out the lines of any buildings. There are undoubted 
remains of a church uj>on the qjot, but not enough to warrant the making of a plan. 


10, TELL ID-DEHEB. 


The small inhabited village of this name was once a town of fair size, if one may 

judge by the remains of ancient architecture now in its ruins; but it was cGm]detely 

rebuilt m Mohammedan times, and without e.\cavation no ancient building can be found 

even in toundatlon walls. North of the town ri.ses a tail 
conical tell that is a conspicuous landmark for miles around 
(III. 13). I he tell is fortified by a slanting wall of bowlders 

laid in a sort of polygonal style: h is small on its flat 

summit, in the centre of which is the opening of a deep 
well or cistern. A winding road led up to the top. The 
whole tell ajjpears to be artificial; its core consists of loose 
rubble mixed with clay. 1 his is one of those constructions 
to which I have referred in the introduction (p. 3) as 
far older, in my opinion, than the Roman or Christian 
remains of the district, and to be classed with similar crude 
walling found in the Haurin. 

1 here are two small, poorly built and ruinous mosques, one on the east and one 
on the west side of the tell. In these buildings there are many shafts and capiUls of 
columns of types already illusirated, and of other forms, two of which are shown in 

lil. 14. Ihere are also mouldings, broken jambs and other details of early Christian 
architecture. ^ 
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■ ■ >»« Mr- Norris, who 

VB'trf tho place, brooght me a sketch, wUh careful measure,neats written in upon it, 
O a detail which seems to me to be of considerable interest. From Mr. Xorris' sketch 
and measurements 1 made the scale drawing here presented. The detail (III is) is 
the post of a chancel rail. On two sides it has unkings for the insortioo of the panels 
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of ihe rail. One face is plain, the other is ornamented with a relief, verv' flatly exe¬ 
cuted, which ai>parent 1 y represents one of the Syrian pillar saints, or stylite hermits. 



11! r 1^1 Tc!l 


of the fifth and sixth centuries, like Saint Simeon Stylites, the most famous of these 
hermits, whose pillar and great memorial church are still to he 
seen in the ruins at Kakat Sim an ' in Northern Syria, not more 
than 85 miles in a direct line to the nortlx of Kunbos where this 
relief was found. 

In the relief, the column and the figure u|ion the top of it 
are of about the same height; the column is a crude representation 
of the Doric order, the figure is conventionally drawn in angular 
outlines, like a child's drawing of the human figure. The legs 
are hidden by a long garment 5 the arms were not shown, unless 
thev were folded u|)on the breast and have been broken away; for 
there are signs of crude cutting at this jjoint. The head is high and 
oval, with eyes and mouth barely indicated, From the top of the head 
rises a large cross, above which a sort of arch is represented. This 
arch, 1 believe, is only the top of the panel, and is not to be taken as part of the design. 

< S. C. Hb, I39--14S. II, tSt— 19 U 

I’ubltcnliOP^ of lh« I'ripcelon tpiicnitjf .^.n:h#«jloRlal CipcdillOD lo Syria, Div. II, Sec. B, Pi. 1. J 
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This seems to have been among the inore Important places in ancient times hi 
the 'Ala. It Is now a small village of two hundre<l inhabitants or less, and only one 
ancient building preserves enough of its form to matte a publication of it possible. 
X’umerous Greek inscriptions however were discovered here and one in Syriac; from 
one ’ of the former w'e learn that the ancient town was called or 

a name not veiy different from that by w-hicii the present Arab settlers know 
the place. 

■ Tower, 543 A.D. The inscription referred to above appears upon the portal of 
the one ancient building here of which any considerable portions are standing, -— one of 
f . U . towers so common in all this eastern region 

of Northern Syria, several of which have been des¬ 
cribed in the foregoing pages. ITie building is 
oblong in plan, (III. 16) measuring about 5.75 m. 
by 7.60 m., \vitli the entrance in one of hs shorter 
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^'1' yv ■: --ri'-i sides, facing north. The entire ground story' is pre- 

■ ■ ' ■ "' ' ‘ -a served, and the east wall, and part of the north 
wall of the first floor. The ground story has one 
great arch spanning the middle of its compartnicnt, 
and there are small loop-hole windows on every 
side but the south. Ttie two stories are very dif¬ 
ferently built, the ground story* being constructed of 
highly* finished and well squared blocks of basalt 
in courses averaging 45 cm, high, with the headers 
projecting to form bosses. The upper story is built 
of quadrated, but quarry faced, blocks in courses 
about 30 cm. high, with a single course in which 
the headers protrude. A projecting string course, 
20 cm. wide, divides the two stories. This use of 
a different treatment for the masonry* of the sepa¬ 
rate stories was not common. If we may judge from 
the remains of towers in this locality. The lower 
of Temek, as we have seen, (III. S) is of finished 
stone from bottom to top, and there are other towers 
that are of quarry' faced blocks throughout; but the 
effect is not unpleasing. The portal is well propor¬ 
tioned, and is surmounted by a slightly stilted semi-circular arch of discharge. The 
ornament of the lintel is of the kind most common in the region, consisting of a cross 
w'ithin a circle, and bands of lettering, all in relief. The Inscription gives the year 
543 A.D. as the date of the tower. 
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13. IL^MISHRIFEH. 

Upon a ridge to the east of Is an extensive ruin by the name of il-Mish- 

rifeh, a name found also In the yauraii. as well as in this same territory, not far 
from Homs. This ruin is now inhabited by a few families who have built their mise¬ 
rable abodes among the fallen walls of ancient buildings. The original town was ap¬ 
parently of considerable size, but it has been com]iletely rebuilt from time to time during 
the middle ages and more recently. There were large houses here, and, undoubtedly, 
a church, in the si.vth century and earlier; but nothing is visible noiv except the dis¬ 
membered fragments of such buildings, that have been built into later structures of the 
lowest produced during Mohammedan times. Many sections of column shafts 

give evidence of extensive columnar construction, probably in the courts of private 
residences. Handsomely moulded voussoirs, and a fine panel from a chancel rail, with 
a Greek inscription ^ upon it, suggest that the church was of the better class; but so 
great is the amount of accumulated debris, that it was not possible to determine where 
the church stood, and no ground plans of ancient buildings are to be traced among 
the ruins of mediaeval structures. 


14. rr-TUBA. 

This large ruined town preserves more of its ancient buildings than any other 
site of the 'xAla. It has been inhabited in its ruined state for centuries, and the original 
ground level is buried in over two meters of soil, but it is now deserted. The Mo¬ 
hammedan settlers of the place seem to have preferred to make use of iiaits of the 
ancient buildings for their dwellings, rather than to tear down the old to build anew, 
and for this reason we find parts, at least, of ancient buildings intact. Among the 
ancient structures still to be traced in completeness, or in part, are the church, a tower, 
and several private residences. .An interesting feature of these buildings is the presence 
of huge lintel stones for the outer portals of buildings of all kinds, 

Churcii. 5S3 A.D. The church is much ruined; though its apse wall is still 
standing, and its diaconicuni is preserved intact with its original roof of stone. .Short 
sections of wall, and a single pier of the interior are standing to a height of two meters 
or more. The interior arches are fallen in ruins, and the greater part of the walls has 
collapsed, yet it is perfectly possible to measure the ground plan with acctiracy, and 
the task of making a restoration from the details, as they lie in ruins, is not difficult 

The lines of the ground plan are those of the ordinary type of basilica most com¬ 
monly found in all ]>arts of .Syria; but a minute examination of the fallen details, 
— arches pier<aps, etc. — shows that the super structure presented an unusual and 
highly developed form of construction. The middle part of the nave was divided into 
two squares and a half by four cruciform piers; these piers carried longitudinal 
arches of the ordinarv height of nave arches, with lower arches at the west end, and 
transverse arches, much higher than the longitudinal arches, which spanned the middle 
aisle, like those of the famous church at Ruwfcli^/ published by M. de X ogUe. But 
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the system of transverse arches was, m this case, carried to a higher and more logical 
stage of development; for low transverse arches were thrown across the side aisles to 
piers, like interior buttresses, in the side walls, and these, when weighted above, acted 
as Hying buttresses for the high arches. We have here a long step toward the Lombard 
and French Romanesque system of vault construction; for upon a skeleton such as 
this, a full set of cross-vaults might readily have been built above the nave and aide 
aisles. It would seem as if another century must have seen the ultimate conclusion of 
this process of architectural reasoning put in practice; for the architects of this region 
had begun to know the cross-vault, as we have seen in a building at Sh£:kh ‘.All Kasun 

(III. 3), and the best e^anijiiles of vault construction 
were to be seen in buildings of foreign origin at 
Kasr Ibn Wardao, only a few miles to the northeast. 
They had only to combine this kind of vaulting 
with the arch sjstem developed in the church at 
i^-Tuba, to have anticipated the Lombard architects 
by five hundred years. But, as we know, all archi¬ 
tectural activity came to an end in this part of 
Syria in less than thirty years after the completion 
of this church. * I believe that a gallery was carried 
across the west end of the nave; this mav have 
been reached by a stairu'ay in the narlhe.v. The 
diaconicum, which is perfectly preserved, ojiened 
upon the south aisle by an arch which was Hlled 
up at some time when the little chamber was used 
as a dw'elling. A heavy beam of stone was laid 
across the chamber at the top of the walls, and 
was supjwrted on corbels; slabs were then laid 
from the walls to this stone girder to make a per¬ 
fectly tight and solid roof. (Section C-D, III. 17). 
A large arch opens out from the 
south aisle, near the diaconicum. 

This may have connected with 
a baptistery on the south side of 
the narrow alley, on the opposite 
side of which the ruins of a groujj 
of buildings are still to be seen. 

Beside the east wall of the church a flight of well-hewn steps descends 
toward the north, to a depth of about four meters, where there is a 
rock-hewn chamber, now full ol debris, I am unable to say whether 
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church lies about 10 meters to the west of the line of the fa?ade, iiL 17#, 

beside an ancient well : it bears an inscription® which gives the date September 582 A.D. 

In the apse, among the ruins of the fallen half-donte, are two slender columns 
(Ill, I'fS), They are composed of tall pedestals, thin shafts, and simple capitals of 
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of deba.s€d Ionic form, all in one piece of stone. The pedestals are panelled on, two 
adjoining sides, and have perpendicular grooves in the other two sides, One of these 
columns is intact and seems to be in place, inclining but a little from the perpendicular, 

I believe that these are two of a group of four columns that carried a canopy, and 
formed parts of a cibgrium above the altar which must have stood on the centre of 
the semi-circle of the apse. 1 have therefore represented a ciborium in the restored 
section. (Ill. 1 7), 

Tower. The lower story of a tower stands near the northwest angle of the ruined 
town. The preserved portions are nearly buried in the debris created by the collapse 

of the upper stories; but the chief dimensions w^ere 
easily obtainable. The interior ( 111 . iS) was unevenly 
divided by a broad arch; the doorway opened into 
the larger division. This story was built of highly 
finished blocks of basalt; the relieving arch above 
^he narrow doorway is more than a semicircle, pro- 
jji ducing a horseshoe effect, and the space below the 

arch is closed by a thin slab. 

Domestic .■Xrchitectvrk. The ancient houses of It-Tubit. of which there are many 
in the ruins, present two different types of plans; one simple, in w'hich a row of 
rooms, w'ith colonnades in front of them, faces upon a walled court; this plan is the 
one ordinarily found in the houses of the limestone hills of Northern Syria. In the 
other plan a small square court is surrounded on all sides with apartments; this is a 
common plan for houses in Southern Syria. A lai^e vestibule with two rectangular 
doorways and often an interior arch, gives access to the cciirt. The portals had large 
lintels; one of them bears the date 572 A.D. The courts were generallj- paved, were 
provided with colonnades, and had wells in the middle. In 
the house which I have chosen as an e^iamiile of the simpler 
plan, and have called house X°. I (Ill. 19), the ground story 
consisted of but tw'O rooms, a large square, arched apartment 
and a long, narrow stable, the mangers being In the wall be¬ 
tween the two apartments. Both rooms opened upon a colon¬ 
nade of three columns, which appears to have been covered 
with stone slabs. There was probably an upper story of rooms jj, 

and an upper colonnade, which were the living apartments of 

the residents. This type of house may have been the abode of the people of the 
middle class. 

The dwelling that I have designated as house N". II (Ill. 20) is a type of the 
dwellings of the well-to-do, upper class. The plan consists of an interior paved court, 
about 9 meters square, surrounded with a colonnade, and having a well, or an opening 
to a cistern, in the middle. The court was completely surrounded with apartments 
alternating large and small, and the whole square, thus formed, made an itistt/a, about 
25 tn. square, which seems, in most cases, to have been bounded on all sides by .streets 
or lanes. The chief, and probably the only, entrance of the present house opened 
toward the north. .A large doorway with ornamented jambs (111. 20fl) led into a paved 
vestibule with highly finished walls, a roof of large stone slabs, and two small niches, 
one beside the door, the other in the east wall. The vestibule opened into the court, 
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— a large Corinthian atrium — through a broad arch. As I have indicated in the 
plan, the vestibule is perfectly preserved, so also are the pavement of the atrium, the 
walls of the long room adjoining the vestibule on the west, the small room next to 

it on the west side of the atrium, which 
has a large stone basin or bath in it, 
and the foundations of other apartments. 

The dimensions of the atrium were 
readil)' obtained, the bases of t\ro co- 
liims were still in situ. It was perfectly 
plain that the large oblong rooms had 
been spanned by two transverse arches, 
that the large square rooms had each 
a single arch across them, and that the 
narrow apartments, which in some cases 
separate the larger rooms, were covered 
with stone slabs. 1 have no doubt that 
this house, and the others like it in this 
region, had upper stories of rooms, and upper colonnades, or loggie. 

The long compartment on the west side of the entrance appears to 
have been a stable ; its doorwaj- is not provided with stops for a door, its windows are 
verj’ small, and there are holes m the piers like those ordinarily seen in ancient stables 
in Syria, for tying cattle or horses. But all the window-S on the ground floor are 
mere loop-holes, and the rooms here must have received their light mainly through 
the atrium; the upper windows were undoubtedly larger. The plan of this house should 
be compared with that of a large house at il-Haiy&t in the Haur&n. 

15. IL-*AXZ. 

A small inhabited village, on the west slope of a ridge northeast of I:Ialban, bears 
this name which is repeated elsewhere among the ancient sites of Central Syria. The 
ruins here do not indicate that the town was a large one in ancient times, and it 
may have been nothing more than a group of large private residences. One of these 
Is sufficiently preserved to show that it was a house of considerable size. The main 
portal of its vestibule on the south, the outer wall of the north side of the house, and 
foundations of other walls are in situ, and indicate that the house was of the same 
type as house X*. II at Ipl uba (111. 20), Some parts of the house that are now' 
inhabited are undoubtedly ancient, and others are built on old foundations, and out of 
old material; but the i^resent covering of mud plaster makes it impossible to know 
definitely which is old and which is new'. There a re good Doric capitals, of the Christian 
period, lying in the court, and other well carved details. This house was btiilt in the 
fifth century’ and is therefore one of the earlier group of the dated monuments of the 
Ala. I he date is plainly ■written on the great lintel ^ of the main portal (TIL 21); it 
reads 442 ,A.D. The jambs of the portal are quite plain, but ar^ of carefully* dressed 
monoliths, 
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This niin, at the foot the northeast slope of the ‘Ala, is almost leveled with the 
ground; hut the foundation walls of three churches are still easily traced. These churches 
seem to have been the onlv 
buildings of importance on the 
site; they probably formed the 
centre of a great religious estab- 
lishmerit in early Christian tinxes. 


Churches. 5^9^—564 A. D. 
The three churches are of basi- 
lical form, and of about the same 
dimensions; they were built upon 
three sides of a square, one on 
the north, one on the south and 
one on the w'esi ( 111 . 22). The 
size of the square was fixed by 
the length of the north and south 
churches, and a wall connected 
these two churches at their east 
ends, and thus formed a complete 
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enclosure, that could 
serve as an atrium for 
the group. The atrium 
was provided with col¬ 
onnades, and was en¬ 
tered from the west, 
by portals on either 
side of the West 
Church. As 1 have 
said, little remains to 
be seen here e.Ncepl 
foundation walls and 
broken details; yet the 
diaconic um oftheSouth 
Church and that of the 
West Church are well 
preserved and have 
been roofed over with 
mud domes xvhich are 
still in place, though 
long since deserted, 
tit- 11. The apse of the North 

Church too has been converted into a dwelling at no very distant date. The plan 
(111. 73) shows what proportion of walls are .standing to a height of two meters; but 
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these are almost buried, and show their heig'ht only in the interior; it also shows how 
much I have restored. The interior cokimns found in the South Church are the only 
columns I have seen in a nave in all this region of the 'Ala. I'ew ornamental details 
were found here, except several lintels that have been broken in pieces, and a carved 
door of basalt. The broken lintels were almost all inscribed, and these inscriptions ^ 
together with others, 4 in Cfreek and 1 in -Syriac, furnish the following dates: 573/4, 
529, 530, 556/7 and 564. These dates indicate that the churches belong to the 
sixth century, though there was undoudtedly a building here in the fourth. It is not 
impossible that one of the churches is earlier than the others, and tvas the nucleus of 
the groujj; it may even have belonged to the fourth centuiy. 

The relief sculpture shown with the plan ( 111 . 22) seems to have been an ancient 
piece of carving, afterwards converted into a door; for the relief is not complete as 
we have it; some of the ligiires have been carefully cut away, and the design, as it 
is, is on end when the door is upright. The subject of the relief is a curious one, 
made up of three serpents and a small animal with a high ruff about its neck. It 
is im]>o&sible to imagine what the central figure may have been, so carefully has it been 
cut away, and the object at the extreme left of the composition is equally unintelligible 
for the same reason. The work is almost certainly pre-Christian; so far as its style 
is concerned, it is probably late Roiuan ; but its purpose and its original position may 
only be conjectured. This bit of sculpture is well known by the natives for miles 
around; but it is perhaps only a coincidence that the last two syllables in the name 
of the place {haiyeli) compose the Arabic word for serpent. 

17. TELL [R-RUHAIVEH. 

'I his hill, northwest of the ruins de.scrilied above, is the site of a very ancient 
fortified town. The slope is steep, almost inaccessible, except l>y the ancient road which 
winds up from the valley below, in which there is the bed of a stream. The summit, 
ill shape an uneven ellipse, is completely surrounded b\’ a wall of large bowlders, very 
similar to the crude walls at ir-Rubbeh and at Tell id-Deheb, which have been described 
and illustrated on pages 6 and 17. The upper [lart of the wall, i,e., the portion 
above the retaining walls which are slanting, is constructed of smaller stones, and is 
very thick, reaching in places, a thickness of three meters. It is preserved throughout 
the greater part of its circuit to a height of about two meters. Within the walls are 
extensive remains of ruined buildings, which appear to have lieen rather crudely bnill. 
The rooms were small, sometimes long and narrow. There are hardly any blocks of 
dressed stone, no signs of arches or columns, no mouldings or other forms of orna¬ 
ment, and no inscriptions of any kind. T'he site is one of the most commanding of 
the neighborhood, overlooking a long valley which may have been very fertile In an¬ 
cient times. The fortified town is probably one of the most ancient ruins of the region, 
and is to be classed with the ruins mentioned above, and with similar remains in 
Southern Syria. That this ijiace was, and still is, an important strategic position, is 
shown by the fact that the Turkish Government has established a desert garrison, for 
the control of the Bedawln, in the valley, about three miles to the northwest. 


* Div. 111 ^ G96—S9&+ 
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In a valley lying northwest and southeast among the low rollmg hills of the desert 
country' northeast of the *Ala, we came U|x>n this site, which is on the most direct 
route from the *Al 5 to Kasr Ibn Warden. 

The ruin is composed of a series of mounds w'hich follow the lines of the walls 
of buildings, and cover a con* 
siderable space on both sides 
of the dry bed of an ancient 
stream. From the mounds of 
clay protrude many jambs and 
lintels of basalt, and other frag¬ 
ments in the same stone lie 
scattered about. In a number 
of places, foundation walls of a 
good quality of masonry can be 
traced, though not continuously 
enough for one to be able to 
make out the ground plan of 
any one building. The houses of 
this ancient town were built of 
sun-baked bricks, laid on foun¬ 
dations of basalt masonry', and 


only such details as columns, 

lintels, Jambs and arches were of cut stone. Specimens of the ornament of the buildings 
abound in patterns in flat relief carved upon the jambs and lintels of doorways. (Ill, 23). 
The patterns are usually of geometrical designs, with occasional vines and interlaces, 
though one lintel' was adorned with two peacocks standing head to head. A few inscriptions 
were found but none of them gives a date. 
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ly . KASR I BN WARDAX- 

Tar tint on the rolling tlesert, far even from the ruins of contemporary abodes, 
stands this great min. the most imposing of all the ancient sites in Northern Syria on 
the east of the high road, and, in some respects, the most remarkable in all Northern 
Syria. When seen from a distance, its towering, broken walls loom up like the vision 
of some great modern city, and, indeed, one can not realiac, even when near at hand* 
that theiie are not the ruins of an ancient city, but only of a group of three buildings* 
for there are but three in the group, and the crude walls of small extent that may 
Ijc traced east of the great ruins, are, in my opinion, only the enclosures for flocks. 



Ut. J 4 . Ihw Wifd4liT CliinxJi and frum the SculKwctL 

made by the Bedawin shepherds. A casual glance discovers that these buildings bear 
no relation to lho.se of the ruined cities anti towns in the neighliorhood, nor to those 
of the more be.'iutiful ruins in the mountains farther westj in hict they bear no resem¬ 
blance to any remains in any part of Syria. A closer examination reveals the interesting 
fact that this group of etlifices is built on ground plans, in a stj'le, and largely 
of materials similar to those employed in the imperial cdi6ces of Constantinople during 
the reign of the emperor Justinian. I he group stands upon an elevation, partly natural 
and partly artificial, held up by terrace walls. The three bttildings are, (t) a square, 
domed church, (2) a large palace, both of which are remarkably well preserved, (III, 24^ 
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(3) extensive militar)' structure, — a catiruw ^ or barracks, — which is less 
well preserved than the other buildings. The matermls employed are brick and )>asalt, 
both laid in an excellent rjuality of mortar. The bricks are of two sizes, 30 x 34 x 3.50 cm. 
and 34x37x4cm,, and are of the quality and color of those used in the church of 
Hagia Sophia and the so-called Palace of Justinian in Constantinople; they were used in 
conjunction with basalt in the walls, and exclusively in the vaults and domes. 'I'he 
basalt was used for foundations, for the lintels and Jambs of portals, and in alternate 
bands with brick in the walls, the bands being each about a meter high, consisting 
of three narrow courses of basalt to ten or twelve layers of bricks. But these were 
not the only materials employed in these great edihces; a fine-grained, white limestone 
was used for many window frames, and for door frames in the interiors; rare marbles 
of various colors appear in the shafts of the interior columns of the church, and a pure 
white crystalline marble is found in the capitals. Quantities of scattered tesserae of 
many hues, tell us that the floors, and possibly some of the walls, of the church aud 
the palace were covered with mosaics; bits of plaster still adhering to the walls, the 
vaults and the soffits of arches show, that, although the color scheme provided by the 
combination of materials gave richness to the e.\terior aspect of the buildings, the poly- 
chromy of these chief materials was concealed on the interior by painted plaster, or 
mosaics, or both. It is not alone in the use of imported materials, however, and in 
the production of polychromatic effects by combinations of these materials, that the 
architecture of Kasr Ibn Wardan difi'ers from that of other places in Sj-ria ; for in 
methods of construction, as well, these edifices present examples that are wholly foreign 
to this part of the world, A loft}'’ dome of brick, perhaps two, stood here; the one, 
of which there are sufficient remains to render a restoration of tt possible, was not 
only set on pendenttves of unusual form ; but these pendcntjve.s were pierced with 
windows in a most extraordinary fashion. Vaults of brick also appear in the greatest 
possible variety of forms, tvmnel vaults, ordinary cross-vaults, domed cross-vaulis, and 
elliptical vaults with complicated twisted surfaces, all of which seem strangely out of 
place in a region where vaults of any kind were rare, especially in ecclesiastical archi¬ 
tecture, where vaults of brick in any form are never found, and where cross-vaults were 
unknown, except in one or two later buildings in the immediate vicinity, which may 
very well have been copied from these e.xcellent examples. The carved ornament too 
is exotic in this locality; the richly sculptured marble capitals of the church find no 
counterparts in the churches of Syria; the heavy siring course of the triforium, which 
is of beautiful yellosv marble {giailo nufko), presents a profile entirely unknowm in the 
neighborhood. I’he entire group of structures, in materials, in construction, and in 
details, presents an architectural ensemble that is closely related to the buildings 
erected by Justinian's great architects beside the Bosphorus: the dates on two of the 
buildings (561 and 564 A.U.) fall within the reign of Justinian, and there is no doubt 
that the entire group was erected within a few years. It seems probable that we have 
here a suite of imperial edifices, erected under direct influence from Constantinople, 
designed by the imperial architects, and, to all appearances, built, in part at least, of 
materials imported from the capital. The only other structure that I have seen in all 
Central S)'ria, that bears the least resemblance to these buildings, is the great casirum 

* The worJfl occur ill ln!>criupon severat of these tnilHar^^ atniclbr» in Northern 

fiyrla fliad the llnurin. 






28 


II. B. [. l^a-sr Ibn Wardati. 


of il-Anderln/ the nearest large city. This building was constructed of alternate bands 
of basalt and brick-work, in about the same proportions as at I^sr Ibn Wardan; it 
was completed in the year 558 A.D. 

It is not at all unlikely that an architect from Constantinople not only designed 
these buildings, hut actually supervised their erection. We know, from the D£ Aedifictis^ 
of Procopius, that an architect named Isodoros, nephew of that Isodoros of Miletus 
who colaborated with Anihemios of Tralles in designing Hagia Sophia, was engaged in 
extensive government building operations in Euphratesia, and it is probable that he 
built the walls of a no more distant city than Chalcis, now* * Kinnisrin or il-'^js, on the 
northwestern boundary of this very district ; for, In the ruins of this place, there is an 
inscription, seen by Dr. von Oppenhetm and tjuoted by Dr. Strzygowski * and also 
copied by the American expedition, ' which gives the name of Isodoros with the titles 
of a state ofheiat; it is dated in the year 550 A.D. 

The nature of this group of edifices, and the fact that the three buildings represent 
three distinct classes of architecture, religious, civil, and military, is not without signi¬ 
ficance; yet the reasons for placing them here remain, for the present, at least, a mystery. 
The church was of more than ordinary magnificence, with its precious marbles and its 
mosaics; the palace is by far the largest building of the period of which there are any 
remains in Syria, excepting only a few fortresses. Its spacious halts were sufficient 
for the accommodation of great assemblies, and its vaulted chambers, galleries and 
courts were planned on a most magnificent scale for the housing of a large retinue; 
the (asirum was one of the more extensive of the barracks of Syria : over 50 meters 
square, with room for a thousand men and two hundred horses. This regal residence, 
with its sumptuous place of worship close by, and with a small fortress for the pro¬ 
tection of both, stands now in the midst of a desert where no water is. Our expe¬ 
dition reached the spot in March, while enough of the winter rain was still preserved, 
in some small rock-hewn basins in the vicinity, to sustain our animals for a few daj^. 
There are no remains now visible of extensive reservoirs or deep w’ells for the water 
supply of the place in ancient times, yet I ant quite convinced that the depression to 
the .southwest of the ruins was once filled with water, and that the drv wadi that extends 
all along the east of the ruins was once a stream. Procopius * speaks of the eastern 
borders of the Euphratesia, in the region of Zenobia, as a desert, unworthy of inter¬ 
national cupidity, and therefore comparatively safe from the greed of the Persians; but 
Kasr Ibn Warden cannot be thought of as having been within that desert strip; for 
there were large settlements, like Seriane and Resapha many miles farther east. 

The ruins of Kasr Ibn Wardan are by no means entirely unknown. The site is 
marked on Kiepert's map; Mordtmann gives the earliest description of the ruins in 
an article* published in 18S4; Oestrup visited the place in 1893, and published a 
description, ^ with a crude sketch plan, of one of the buildings. Hartmann * slopped 

S cf. Dcscriplioa of il-Andcrtn in Dlv, || Me, B, Ft. 2 of ibesc pubticatLoii&, 

^ Procopbuiv I.ib. II. ¥ 111 . 

* 130 axid XXXIII. ID^. * cf. J.A.JP, 3 Pi, UE infc:. from Cliaikii. 

* IJI>, 11 , Vjm cT bf Anbuiy Stewart, LondaB 1896. 

* aui OfiftmicK Vlll (rSft4), 19 1, 

^ fil Sjfrijkt 0/rJtffi^ J. Ot;atTTap4 

iff A&yiilr dti Scifaftj ef dti Ltiim df Copsahoffiir^ 6tnc Seric^ S«tfon dt 4 Lellre^y 

V , 2, p. SB. 

* M. HaTtmaiiii. Z.D.P^V, XXIIL pp, 
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at the ruins in 1SS7, aitd in 1900, published some account of them. In t3<S9, Dr. Max 
Freiherr von Oppenheim ’ reached the place, and, in 1903, a number of the photographs 
which he took of the church were published by Dr. Strzygowski * in his Klein-Asi 4 H 
ein Neuiand Her Kttnslgesdnchh. Again, in 1904, Dr. Strzj’gowski published two pho- 
tographs of the palace, also taken by Dr, von Oppenheim, in his remarkable article 
on Mschatta.* Hut the lack of water during a greater part of the year, — the season 
which most travellers choose for journeys in Syria — has hitherto prevented a detailed 
study of the ruins. The Princeton Expedition was so fortunate as to reach Kasr Ibn 
VVardan in the early spring, and to find water at no great distance from the ruins. 
An examination of the three ruined buildings was made as exhaustive as was possible 
without extensive excavations. The results of this examination are given herew'ith. 


The Church. The three ruined buildings at l>asr Ibn WardAn stand at the 
angles of a right-angled triangle (see map), the right-angle of which points to the 
north east. The barracks .stand a^ the eastern angle, and the church at the western, at 
the end of the short side of the triangle j the palace stands at the right angle, east 
of the church. These relative positions are incorrectly given in Dr. Strzygowski's pu¬ 
blications, owing to mistakes made by Hartmann and von Oppenheim. The church stands 
near the western edge of the low plateau or terrace; it apjiears to be on slightly lower 
ground than the other buildings; but this is owing to the greater accumulation of debris 
about the palace and the barracks, and I believe the difference in the original levels 
was very slight, if there was any at all. The church was a tall structure w'tth a iri- 
folium, and was surmounted by a dome about 20 m. high. Ot the original structure 
there are notv standing, the walls of the lower story, (complete, except at the south¬ 
west angle where they are standing to a height of two meters, but are buried in debris.) 
the walls of the triforium story on the north and west sides, the arches of the triforium 
on the north, the walls of the apse to the springing of the half dome, the great arch 
that supported the north side of the dome, and, above this, hall of the northeast 
pendentive, with a section of the wall adjoining it on the west (III. 34). In 1899 the 
half dome of the apse and part of the northwest pendentive were standing, as may 
be seen by von Oppenheim’s photographs * wdtich show also several sections of wall that 
are wanting in my photographs. ( 111 . 26, 27). From this it w'ould apjiear that the 
disintegration of the ruin had been very rapid during the space ot five years. 


Flak. The outline of the ground plan of the church (Ill. 25) is a rectangle 
(15 m. K 1S.50 m.) with a small stair-tower projecting northward from the northwest 
angle. If this projection is included, the whole plan may be Inscribed exactly within 
a square.* The interior plan (III. 25 A), presents an oblong nave (6.66 m. > 10.46 m.) 
terminating in a deep-set, semi-circular apse wdiich is concealed on the exterior by a 
flat east wall. An aisle is carried along both sides of the central space, and across 
the west end. The side aisles open into the main body of the church through three 


• ZritHkrift dir CndlKkofi /Hr Erdkandt r« Btrfift. XXXVl ( 1901 ) pp. 69—99- 


» A'-yf. pp. Ill— jSi. 

> fakrimlk dtr Primt, Btdd 15 , IV, pp. 159—40. 
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arches on either side; the 
western aisle had more the na¬ 
ture of a narthex, and was con¬ 
nected with the nave only by 
a single narrow arch. The side 
aisles terminated toward the 
cast in large chambers which 
Hanked the apse. There was 
no direct communication be¬ 
tween these chambers and the 
presbyterium. There were a 
])ortal and ttvo window’s in the 
front w'all, and in each side 
aisle* The plan of the triforium 
story (Ill. 25 B) is practically 
the same as that of the ground 
stor\’, except that a gallery 
above the narthex ojicned into 
the main body of the church 
by arches like the lateral tri- 
forium arches, and five great 
arched w'indows in front, and 
corresponding window's on the 
sides, replace the doorways and 
small rectangular mndow's of 
the low'er story’. To this oblong 
interior a dome was adjusted 
by means of deep arches at 
the east and west, carried on 
heavy* piers that extended to¬ 
ward the middle of the church 
from the apse and the narthex, 
to the triple arches of the aisles 
and triforium, whose combined 
w'idth is equal to the width of 
the nave; and thus a square 
of arches was formed to carry’ 
the pendentives of the dome, 
a method frequently employed 
by Byzantine builders to accom¬ 
modate a circular dome to an 
oblong compartment. 
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SuPEHsTRVCTLRK. The wesi 
elevation (PI. 1) of this building 
can be almost completely re- 
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presented !n a drewmg of the parts stilt existing'. The ground ston’ with its heavv 
base courses of basalt over 2 m. high, the central portal, the doorway to the tower, 
the two windows, all surmounted by broad relieving arches of brick above their lintels, 
the three bands of brick work, alternating with three equal bands of basalt, occupying 
the middle zone of the fagade, the upper story all of brick, with its live large, round- 
arched windows, all are in place, as may be seen in illustration 26. A small, arched 
window in the tower is also preserved, and one half of a larger arched w'Indow directly 
above it. Only a small section of the base of the dome is in situ on this side; but 
the tower, which must have risen above the aisle vaults, because the stairs led to the 
roof, though no longer standing, is shown rising above the aisle vaults in Dr. von 
Oppenheim*s photograph,’ The north side (PI, I) is even more nearly complete, showing 
one of the great arches below the dome, and sections of two side.s of the octagon with 
its windows. The east elevation is showm in III, 27, The south side was undoubtedly 
like the north, except for the low'Cr, w'hich I do not think could have existed here, 
because the second course of basalt runs too far westward, as may be seen in III. 24. 
A transverse section of the interior (PI. II) shawls a very tall central structure with a 
high apse, in which there are two stories of windows, three in each, and the side aisles 
and galleries above them extending a little above the level of the springing of ike 
half dome of the apse. The pendentives and the dome rise still higher, without apparent 
abutment. Ihe longitudinal section (Plate III) shows the two stories of triple arches 
and the great embracing wall-arch above them, which extends up to the height of the 
deep arches at the east and west, which constitute the real support of the dome. 
large window opens below the great w'all-arch and above the vaults of the triforium, 
on the north and south, and a similar opening was probably placed below the deep 
west arch. To this point the evidence for reconstruction Is well preserved on one side 
of the building; above this level there Is standing only a*small fragment; but this is 
fortunately sufficient to give us a clue to a complete reconstruction up to the dome 
itself, and presents one of the most unique problems of construction in the hislorj- of 
domical architecture. 

This fragment which is shown by lines of brick-work in Plate III, and which may 
be seen in Ills. 24, 26 and 27, consists of one half of one pendentive broken in two 
vertically. The pendentive did not begin to show itself at the |.ioint where the extrados 
of two great arches meet, but appears 50 cm. above that fjoint, and then the surfaces 
of the side walls and of the pendentive are so dextrously war]ied together that there 
is no visible fine, or groin, as it might be called, between them. At alxmt half its 
height tlte pendentive was pierced with a round arched window, corresponding to the 
w’indows in the side walls between the pendentives, and, at the same ])oint, the stjuare 
of the outer structure becomes an octagon. The octagon rises about two meters, and 
upon it was placed the dome. We cannot know the exact form of the dome itself; 
but I conjecture that it was of segmental or eUIjJtical form, like most of the domes of 
the jieriod; but it must have been circular in interior plan and octagonal on the exterior 
to accommodate itself to its subsiruciuTe. The diagonal section of the dome, and the 
plans at different levels, shown in 111. 28, give an idea of the means by which this 
extraordinary dome was supported. The angles above the spring of tile deep east and 


^ Abb. 
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west arches were filled \X]i solid, and formed a square that extended up to half the 
height of the pendentive; this sveight secured the lower sections of the pendentives 
(D in IIL 2S). At the level C. the octagon u^ll in the middle of the pendentive was 
extremely thin (only 50 cm.), as may be seen in the photograph (III, 27), and would 
never have stood, but for the fact that the window opens at this point, and its arch, 
at level B., carries the superincumbent weight off on either side to the heavier walls ad¬ 
joining. This was a most 
unusual and difficult 
piece of construction, 
and would seem a very 
dangerous one; yet, ac¬ 
cording to the Bedawin 
of the region, the dome 
w'as standing within the 
memory of men. 

Vaulting. It is espe¬ 
cially worthy of notice 
that many of the arches 
in this building are not 
semi-circular, but are 
iwo-cenired, and conse¬ 
quently bluntly pointed. 
The arch of the apse 
and the four great arches 
that carried the dome 
are all struck from two 
points, 30 cm. on either 
side of the actual centre. 
The arches of the tri- 
forium are likewise two 
centred, and the arches 
of the lower arcade are 
both pointed and stilted, 
as may be seen from 
my photographs and 
from those of Dr. von 
Oppenheim. ’ The vaults of the aisles, the narthex, the triforium gallery', and the two 
Stories of chambers beside the apse are of two kinds, tunnel vaults and cross-vaults. 
But of these latter there are two varieties: the one square, the other oblong, and hence 
domed. The vaulting of the stairway presents a third form. As may be seen In the 
ground plan (III. 25), the spaces between tw'o solid walls, in the aisles and triforium 
gallery, were covered with simple tunnel vaults. The angles where the side aisles met 
the western aisle, in both stories, were covered with square cross-vaults, with semi-cir- 
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cul^r diagoricils, and were consecjuently dQtiied. The spaces between tbe triple arches 
and tlie W'alls were spanned by transverse arches, 8o cm, deep, which spranj^ Troni the 
columns, and which carried oblong, domed cross- vaults between them. These vaults 
are in place in the north aisle: but, in the triforium, the crowns have fallen in ; never¬ 
theless their form is clearly illustrated in 111, 29, where an arch of the triforium, a trans¬ 
verse arch, and the springing of one of the cross-vaults is shown. The transverse 
arches are semi circles, the archivolt is pointed, the wall arch is round and stilted, and 
the diagonals were semicircles. The vaulting surfaces were thus domed up to the crown 
of the diagonals. The lower chambers beside the 
apse had cross \'aulls, the upper chambers had tunnel 
vaults. The stair totver had a ver)' complicated 
system of vaults. Each flight was covered with a 
simple tunnel that carried the flight above it. .\t 
every' other landing there w'as a cross-vault that 
received the ends of the sloping tunnels ; but the 
alternate landings had no cross-vaults, and in these, 
two intersecting, sloping tunnel vaults were brought 
together, not by dropjnng one below the other ; but by 
twisting the two together in a most complicated figure. 

OattAMENi'. b'or decoration the church depend¬ 
ed upon its polychromatic .scheme on the q.'tlcrior. 
and upon mosaics, coloured plaster and marble details 
in the interior. The bricks, of which there are two 
sizes, one measuring 30 x 34 X 3.50 cm., the other 
34x37x4 cm., were laid so as scarcely to show 
their vertical joints, but with greater widths of mortar, 
ten bricks in a band 90 cm. witle to 3 courses of 
basalt in a band of equal width. 'I’lie relieving 
arches above the doorways and windows w'ere made 
a brick and a half deep. On the sides of the church 
these arches were surrounded by an ornamental band 
made of two row's of projecting angles of bricks 
(See III Div. Ill, insc. 907). The window frames of m. *9, m„ winiifi church, 
the lower story, Inserted in w'hite limestone, added to rrifarimb. 

the colour scheme. The carving of the exterior w'as confined to tite lintels and jambs of the 
portals, and bore discs with crosses in them, bands of geometrical work, and of lettering 
in low relief, were the only features attempted In the hard black basalt. In the interior 
the combination of coloured materials w'as carried out in the walls as carefully' as it 
was on the outside, as may be seen in Plates 11 and 111 ; but here it was concealed 
by mosaics and coloured plaster, as abundant remains will attest. On the walls of the 
apse there are patches of plaster with holes in it that once contained mosaic tes-serae, 
and te-sserae are found in the debris. On tlie under side of the vaults of the chambers 
beside the apse there are considerable remnants of plaster colouretl a light blue, but 
no jjainted designs beyond borders in black or brown could be traced. Red colouring 
is to be seen in the vaults of the triforitim. The columns with their carved capitals, 

FubHcatioDs cf Pfmcctsin tuivcraity Archacplogkal lo Sjriat, DLv. II, See. U. Pt. 5 
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were especially beautiful (111. 30). The bases are of a simple, somewliai fiat, profile. 
The shafts are of a beautiful yellow inarble, presumably the kind known aniico. 

All the capitals that are to he seen are of different designs, some of them not unlike 
capitals known in Constantinople and Salonika, but none of them bearing resemblance 
to the capitals of the neighborhood, or of the limestone country to the west and north¬ 
west. The capital which I chose for reproduction is quite unique m design (Ills. 29—30). 
The lower third consists of the conventional row of acanthus leaves. Above this is a 
delicate band of grape vine, and over that a torus with twisted grooves. 1 he upper¬ 
most third of the capital has a disc, or a boss of various designs (III. 30), in the middle 
of each face, adjoining is the conventional Byzantine rendering of the Classic acanthus 
bud, and at each angle a ram*s head protruded out under the angle of the abacus. 
All of these lieads have, of course, been broken oft’; but the fore legs of a ram doubled 

up at the knees are still visible at each angle (Ill. 30}, 
and part of a ram*s horn still clings to the foliage 
at one angle. The heads I have restored con¬ 
ventionally. A string moulding of yellow marble 
was carried around three sides of the church at 
the triforUim level, I’hc sides of the plinths below 
the columns show grooves w'here the panels of a 
Ijarapet were in.sertcd: therefore 1 have shown 
a parapet in Plate III, The niche beside the 
apse is now buried; but its arch is to be seen 
in one of von Oppenheim’s photographs. The 
steps of the bema and of the sanctuary are, of 
course, conjectured, as the debris is piled iq) three 
meters high in the apse; but, as three and two 
was a common arrangement of steps in Syria, I 
have given that number. 

k 

^ Thk P.^tAOt-. Date 564 A.D. The ruins of 

the palace present, as they stand, an enormous 
bulk, rising in two stories, high above the mounds 
of disintegrated masonry, but one quickly finds that ihis great mass represents but a 
smalt fractioti of the original structure. The hill which appears to rise behind the 
church is nothing more than a heap composed of the fallen walls, arches and vaults 
of the jtalace (III, 31). Its facade faced south upon the great square betw'een the 
palace and the barracks, and this — the most important section of the building — 
is the pan best preserved. The palace w^as built about an open court, almost 
square. The part of the building in the south of the court was deeper than those 
on the other sides, and its centra! mass, consisting of two stories of vaulted halls 
and chambers, is wonderfully preserved. Its ends, in the angles of the great square, 
have fallen in heaps of rubhish, the east side of the court and the north side are marked 
only by great mounds of debris. But the west side, W'hich is also almost completely 
ruined, presents two massive piers, one two stories high, the other in one stoiy, with 
the springers of cross vaults still adhering to their angles ( 111 , 31). These, with foun¬ 
dations of side walls protruding from the debris, are sufficient to give the plan and 
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arrangement of the Jong gallerie*} of vaulted com part nients ihai extended along the 
sides of tlae great square. The ra<;ade preserves its great )>ortal and the triple windows 
above it intact, with a coii|>1e<l window beside it on the ground lloor (111. 33), I’iie 
other windows have fallen outtvard; but thie springers of maity of their arches indicate 
their [losilion. Of the interior, three great half domes and oite cross vault are still in 
place in the ground story', and sections of three half domes and of several tunnel vaults 
and cross-vaults in the upj^r story (Ills. 35 and 36). All of this middle portion of 
the southern section of the }>alace is to he restorer! w'ithout difficulty, as may' be seen 
in the plans below. The lateral sections are restored more or less by conjecture, though 
there is conclusive evidence for many |)oints as is herew'ith described, 
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Pi,A.X. The outlines of the ground plan (III. 32) compose a figure nearly stiuare 
(49,40 m. X 5 ’the interior court is square, measuring :5,50 m. on a side. The 
deep southern section is composed of large lialls and small chambers, 1 he sides, run¬ 
ning northw'ard, were long galleries, each made u]i of two rows of medium sized com¬ 
part ntents, of nearly equal dimensions, opening into each other. The north side of 
the court was closed by' a narrow section, only one room deejj, in the centre of which 
there seems to have been a double portal; for 1 found two large lintels lying in the 
ruins at this [>oint. These portals were probably an entrance for animals. The southern 
section of the palace probably constituted the residential apartments (PL IV'). The ground 
floor of the block which is preserved presents a great central hall terminating toward 
the south in a semicircle in which is the entrance. Its northern end is buried in ruins 
about 4 meters deep. 1 believe this end wa.s also semicircular; but the [joint cannot 
be proven without excavations. To the east and west, from the middle of the central 
hall, open arched doorways each of which leads into a large hall vaulted with a tunnel 
vault, and terminating in a semicircle with a halfdome. A cross is thus formed by the three 
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halls, and, in each of ihe four angles of the cross two small chambers arc placed, 
xi'hich fill out the figure of this central block to a rectangle 2^ m, long and [5.50 m. 
wide. In one of the chambers in the northeast angle, a stair was placed. The east 
and west halls received their light through doorw'aj's and windows which opened into 
the flanking chambers, and through open relieving arches abox'e them. The semi¬ 
circular walls also were pierced with rows of arches which penetrated through to the 
side chambers in [parallel, not radiating, lines {PL I\') : The side chambers were pro- 
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vided with two large windows each, "ihLs much of the plan is certain; for so much 
of the building is well preserved. The adjoining parts, to the east and west, must be 
restored bj- inference from suggestions in scanty remains. It is plain that the east 
and west ends of this preserved portion were not originally end walls; for the springers 
of tunnel vaults protrude from both, in the ground floor and doorways open from the 
story above (IlL 31). There was then a vaulted hall at either end of the central block, 
running parallel to the main entrance hall. 1 he curve of these fragments of tunnel 
vaults shows that these halls were almost as wide as the east and west halls within. 
A careful e.\amlnation of tliese remains of tunnel vaults discloses that the\' terminated 
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toward the south, near the middle of the present end walls, that, at both ends of the 
vaults the walls curve outward, and that, at the point where the curves beyrm, rows 
ot brickwork are set oblique to the regular horizontal layers, as is done at several points 
in tills building where a tunnel vault terminates in a semi-dome. These points are il¬ 
lustrated in Ills, 3[, 33 and 34, It is evident, therefore that two tunnel vaulted cham¬ 
bers, terminating at both ends in half-domed a[)scs, joined the central block at the east 
and west, and that their southern semi-cirdes did not extend to the south wall of the 
building, but left spaces lor small chambers between them and the south wall. To 
complete the lines ol the ground plan, one must take into account the remains of the 
outer walls of llie Hanks of the palace and the position of the two piers of the west 
flank (111. 32). Ihe remnants ot the outer walls stand on lines I2ni. and 11.20 m, 
east and west of the present ends of the central block; the highest pier (III. 31)stands 
diagonally opposite the northwest angle of this block. Immediately to the north is the 
other ]>ier, and westward from the two are foundations and a preserved section of w'alls 
and buttresses. Tlie piers are cruciform, about 3.60 nt, apart, and show that the sides 
ot the palace were composed of double rows of four nearly square chambers each. 
Continuing the side walls north and south to meet the front and rear walls, we pro¬ 
vide room for five more chambers oil each side; then, counting the small chamber at 
the end of the oval hall, we have fourteen chambers on either side, beside the chambers 
in the central block and those along the north side, about forty in all on the ground 
floor. The plan of the upper story (PI. IV li) difiers from that of the ground floor in 
a number of details. The space alwve the three great halls on the ground floor is 
occui*ied by one huge cruciform hall, open from front to rear, and from end to end; 
the arms of the cross terminating in three, or, in all probability in four, semicircles, 
with half-domes above them, I believe, as I shall show later that the crossing was 
surmounted by a dome. The angles of the cross are filled with small chambers, as 
below; but with this difference, that the southeastern and southwestern chambers in the 
jweserved central blocks had no front walls, and were of the nature of open loggie (PI. IV). 


St’CERSTaucTUliK, 1 hat these loggie existed may be seen upon an examination of 
111. 33, where, at the extreme right, a finished angle and a flat wall may be seen ad¬ 
joining the chamber on the left of the triple ivindow^s. Below the finished angle in 

the upper story the broken wall of the lower story with the remains of an arched 
window' may be seen e.v:tending toward the right; above it are the springers of a cross 
vault. Op|>osite the flat wall and the finished angle are the remains of another par¬ 
tition, which are not to be seen at the right of this photograi>h, but are plainly shown 
in the corresjioiKling place at the left. These partitions have each a jamb and part 

of the lintel of a doorway upon the loggia. The doors in all the portals u]>on the 

loggie opened away from them. The remains of springers show that these loggie 
were covered with cross-vaults, which infers that they must have had exterior arches 
for the suiJport of the vaults, in the restoration of the facade (PI. \' i I have subdivided 
these arches by an order of two arches of the same form and dimensions as the arches 
of the iriforium of tlie church. There can be no doubt about these open vaulted 
loggie; it is only the form of the outer arches and the subdivision that can be called 
into question. The space in the upper story, above the oval chambers in the fltjor 
below’, and above the chambers south of the ovals, was treated as one great apartment 
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co^'ereJ by tlirec cross-vaults* Evidence for this is found in both end walls of the 
preser\'ed centra! block. As is shown in Plate IV B., |iiers project from the wall be- 
sitle the doorways In the end wall of the upper story. The photografjh ( 111 , 31) shows 
this pier at the west end, almost directly above, the line of the southern half dome 
of the oval roon^ below. High above the central dtior in this picture, and above the 
niches and the remnants of other doorways w'hich llank it, one may see the springers 
and wall-lines of three cross-vaults. The same details may be studied in Ill, 34, It 
is plain from these details that the three vaults at either end of the [mesent structure 
were not all of the same dimensions, the southernmost of the three being larger than 
the other two, and seperated from them by an arch, as the pier would Indicate. This 
1 have demonstrated at the extreme ends of Plate \’L It will be seen in 111. 3J that 
the end vaults opened into those adjoining them through round arched windows, which 
were probably inserted to secure better ventilation; for there is no evidence that the 
small chambers, with their very high vaults, were divided into two stories by means of 
wtioden lloors. The arrangement of the rooin.s at the e.\lreme ends of the southern 
section of the palace is, of course, a matter of conjecture. Their limits are definitely 
fixed hy the lines of the side ivalls of the east and west flanks of the square. It is 
not impossible, however, that there were salient toivers at the angles. 

Domk axd \' AULTS. Ihe dome that 1 have placed in restoration above the cross¬ 
ing of the great hall in the upper story is conjectured (Pis. \’, VI and VIIj. It 
U difficult to conceive of any other form of vaulting to cover this particular space. 
The evidence for its restoration is as follows: the stjuare to lie coveretl is of pre¬ 
cisely the same dimensions as the space covered by the dome of the church; the 
appearance of oblique courses of brick in the crowns of the great tunnel vaults near 
the point of intersection (111. 35) showing that the pressure of a vault of some kind 
was to be met; the evidence of a square base above the half dome of the south 
ap.sis, like that below the octagonal drum of the dome of the church, which is shown 
iit Dr, von Oppenheim'a photograph ' taken before the collapse of the half dome; 
the enormous mass of debris in the middle of the building. The two sets of tuniTiel 
vaults, i.e,, those running east and west and those running north and soutli were of 
different widths; both were of slightly pointed section. The archivolt of the broader 
arch of the crossing died away into the wall, above the springing; the archivolts of 
the narrower arches were displayed entire. The intrados of the greater arches sprang 
from the same point as the extrados of the narrower arches and in this wat* the arches 
were made to form a square (compare PI. VI with sec. C-D PL VII). From the angles 
of tltis square, as J believe, the pendentives took their rise, and the rest of the dome 
was in all likelihood exactly similar lo tltat of the church. 

In reviewing the vault structurc.s of the palace it is important to notice that almost 
all of the great tunnel vaults were slightly pointed. The tunnel vault of the east and 
west halE on the ground floor (HI. 35), the corresponding vaults above them, the vault 
of the southern ajjsis on the upper floor, as may be seen in Dr. von Dppenheim's 
photograph,* were all struck from two centres; the upper vattlt.s were more pointed 
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^ Ibid. Abb. 31. 
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than the lo\\*er (PI, VII E-h). The half dome of the entrance hall, on the contrary, 
is in section a low segfmental curve; but at the outer extremity of the half dome, the 
horizontal lines of brick end, and an oblique setting of bricks begins, and rises as if 
toward the centre of a semicircle (III, 3 ^), This I believe w'as for the accommodation 
of a great cross-vault above the central sjiace (Pis. VI and II C,L>.) The exact form 
of the vault cannot now be knowm; but it must have been an exceedingly low one, 
almost devoid of doming, and with diagonals of very slight curve. The small chambers 
on the ground floor of the preserved part were vaulted In tw'O \vays, those tliat are 
nearly square have cross-vaults, the oblong chambers have tunnel vaults. The corre¬ 
sponding chambers on the iipjier floor are all cross-vaulted, whether square or oblong j 
the cross-vaults .above oblong chainbers appe,ar to have been greatly domed. These 
vaults, however, are small compared with the cross-vaults of the apartments adjoining 
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the preserved central block, and of the long galleries that extended toward the north, 
the former reaching dimensions of 3,60 m. X 5 4^5 
central row of cruciform piers in the west gallery carry the springers of cros,s-vaults 
in all four angles, In two stories. Each pier was thus a support for eight cross-vaults 
and eight arches (Pi, VI1 at right). It is a great pity that not one of these larger 
cross-vaults is preserved ; for it is not possible now to know’ their exact form. Obser¬ 
vation of the curves of the springing indicates that the diagonals were elliptical, the 
boundar)' arches arc all semicircles ^ the vault surfaces, therefore may not have been 
verv much domed. 

Orn.\mest. Like the church, the [lalace depended upon combinations of coloured 
materials for beauty of exterior effect. Here again the lower courses were of basalt 
to a height of two meters or more; above this, bands of basalt were used in alter¬ 
nation with bands of brick; here also rectangular window' frames of fine, white limestone 
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were placed beneath the relieving arches of brick, and the triple arched ;viiulows above 
the mam portal were framed In limestone that was bonded with the brick and basalt 
of the walls (PL \"). The great portal which h almost perfectly preserved has a stilted 
arch of basalt above it, The colossal lintel (see III. Div. Ill,* Insc. 90S) is enriched 
with bands of fiat relief carving and of lettering in relief, and a sunken torus divided 
It into an upper and lower section, the former adorned with a symbolic cross upon a 
square placfiue. the latter with a cross within a circle. At the ends of the lintel the 
an s o carving and the sunken torus are returned downward to enrich the jambs. 
I wo ccfiuinns of basalt lying in front of the palace, and two mutilated capitals of a 
simple Cornuluan tiesign were probably the supports of the subarches of the 1og<rie 

1 ^ n u rtipresented in the elevation where the\' are drawn to 

scale. The interior wall surfaces were plastered oser fills, 35 and 36), mosaics and 
^lour were both probably applied to them; the fioors appear to have been of mosaic, 
tniienvise the interior was quite plain, the door and window frames, of beatitiful white 
limestone, were without mouldings; the winilow openings are so large that 1 believe 
they were glazed. Indeed, fragments of fiat glass are to be found in the ruins. 
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.nd l,-"i .yi'® great quadrangular mound south of the palace, with a smaller 

tall i^'ound w_ithtn it, both strewn with bricks and buildings stones, and with a 

couoiP^ i ^ 1 outside walls have fallen outward leaving foundations, or lower 

Se orZ'n n T' “'•« '■ish. il th= 

™ss ri.h.. rl , ' “ 'I" f-isher 

of "’“onrj- <m a« i.ne of the tveat wall Is an interior buttrea,. Those 
a^menls are all that an be seen from a distance of the great strtictnre ; the remainder, 
examined carefully, gives us no more than the ouUines of the original bnitding! 


Pi sN': The outer limits of tile structure are easilj- traced in remnants of the walls 
le building was a rectangle, nearly square (III. 39), of almost exactly the same csterlni 
d«„„s as the palace. The interior walls stood a. different distaiies from the LZ 
walls. The space between the outer and the inner walls was divided up into vaulted 
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chambers of different si^es. Within was a large court, or yard, about 36 m, x 38 m* 
square. In the centre of this stood a high building of two stories^ with many vaulLs 
and broad arches. Its purpose cannot be definitely determined. 

SUPEKSTRUCTURE. The great entrance, a lofty portal 2.75 m. wide, with a lintel 
4 m. long, is surmounted by an over-lintel and a stilled relieving arch of basalt 
(see Ill., insc. 906, Div. Ill,, ^c. B,), Tite fragment of wall which contains the entrance 
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shows that the lower courses were of basalt, and that above this, bands of brick alter¬ 
nated with bands of basalt to the top of the wall. Within the portal massive but¬ 
tresses, built of w^ell finished basalt, project on either side of the entrance. There is 
nothing to suggest the arrangement of the rooms about the central court except foun¬ 
dation walls ai both east angles, and the buttresses which projected from the wall 
on the west. These buttresses combine brick and basalt in their structure, and carried 
wall arches. Similar buttresses probably projected inward from the wall throughout its 
length. The tall mass of masonry' near the middle of the court ( 111 . 40) consists of 
a iiigh wall, running east and west, and another wall, L-shaped in plan, standing in 
front of it. The two are joined by two short tunnel vaults one above tlie other. The 

Ptublkaitimft of iKe EVint^lon fnivEreUy^ ArchacolDgScul E^pEdllloo to Syriit, Div. 11^ Set, B, Pi. 1. 6 
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photograph was taken from point (d) in the plan, and shows (i) the crown of the lower vault 
projecting from the heap of debris that has buried the whole lower story, {2) the 
springing of a great arch, in four orders of bricks, that extended northward. 
At the top of the wall, the lower courses of a high tunnel vault may be seen. 
Tlie opposite end of the L wall carries the springers of a great arch similar to the one 
just described ^ the long south w'all had narrow openings in two stories. Diagonally 
opposite the L w'all, and about 14111. distant from it, is a low mass of masonry'almost 
buried in debris, lliis is T form in plan (see plan) and carries the springers of a 
crp.^ vault, and of a tunnel vault on opposite sides. This is too far away to have 
been directly connected with the L wall. 1 have therefore in the restored part of the 

plan allowed it to correspond with tlie 
foundations bej’ond the L wall, and have 
inserted three other Ls to meet the arclies 
which sprung from the standing L and 
luiye formed a rectangle enclosed by arches. 
I’hJs brings the north and south arches 
directly on axis with the entrance. By 
disregarding the axis and placing the 
restored Ls on the east side a little further 
west, a square will be formed by the 
arches, which will be equal in size to the 
sqtiares below the domes of the church 
and the palace. This may have been a 
square building with a dome set upon a 
square of arches in the middle, and sur¬ 
rounded by a narrow aisle or passage 
covered by tunnel vaults. Following the 
ai rangement of other barracks, like that of 
il-Anderin near by, and of D4r il-Kahf 
in tile southern IJaurftn, this building in 
the middle of the camp might have been 
a chapel for the guard; for it appears 
to have been customary’, in the Christian 
period, to provide each camp, in SyTia 
at least, with a place of worship. It is 
difhcuit, however, to speculate with regard to this particular community which seems 
10 have been composed of two classes, viz., the inhabitants of the palace and the 
soldiers. If the building in question was originally a chajjcl it would have provided 

a secomi place of worship, and there would thus have been one for each of the two 
classes of the community- 

^ Cjt.neral character and date of tmk ruins. I have already remarked upon the 
foreign character of the architecture at Kasr Ibn Wardan, and have suggested that the 
brick and marble used in construction and for decoration here ivere imported. N*o 
one, I imagine, will question the pure Byzantine origin of these buildings, or wilt fail 
to see the close relationship between this architecture and the architecture of the middle 
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of the sixth ceittun.’ in Consta^ntinople. Ur. Str^ygowski calls attention to this, as the 
result of his observation of photographs. He would doubtless have been even more 
impressed with the liyzantine character of the construction if he had known that the 
vaults of the triforium gallery were not tunnel vaults, but domed cross-vaults, seperated 
by arches with broad sofhts, like those common in the churches of Constantinople, 
This learned writer, however, seems to prefer to trace the origin of these buildings, 
tlie source of the material used in them, and the habitat of the masons employed upon 
them, to Antioch rather than to the capital. Nothing whatever remains of the great 
churches of Antioch, and practically the only remnants of the architecture of that great 
city to be seen to-day arc the walls on the mountain and the aqueduct bridges in a 
neighbouring valley; neither of these is built of brick. F,ven the vaults and cisterns, 
connected with the fortt heat ions on the mountaiit lop, arc made of rough stone laid 
in mortar. Mad brick been used on an extensive scale in a city so large as Antioch, 
such imperishable material as brick of the quality found at Kasr Jbn Ward an would 
have been used again and again, and would still be seen in the buildings of the present 
occupants of the site; but this is not the case. 1 have looked in vain for ancient 

bricks in the mediaeval and modern architecture of -Syria; the only ancient material of 

this sort that 1 have found has been roof tiling, w'hich is now used, not for roofs, but 
in ordinary wall building, mixed with other materials. Antioch was situated in the 
midst of good quarries, and I am of the opinion that it was a city of stone, and 

that tlte architecture of the city, during the sixth centurj'. is exemplified in that of the 

towtis in the suburbs, i.e, the Mjebel il-.A,'la. the Djebel Barishri, and the Djebcl Sim an; 
for I cannot believe that such a style as that illustrated by the churches of St. Simeon 
Stvlites at Kal^at Sim'Sn was developed in the suburban towns in the neighborhood 
and independently of the style of the metropolis. Kasr Ibn Wardiii was lucateti very 
difierently; if other material than the native basalt was desired for building purposes, 
it had to be imported In any circumstances- Brick w'as the lightest material to transport, 
and the easiest to handle. When used with a greater proportion of mortar than of 
brick, as it was in this instance, the quantity of material to be imported was further 
reduced. If the architect was trained in Byzantine construction, and if Byzantine vaults 
and domes were planned for, tt was necessary to have the special material that had 
made the develojmient of these things [jossible. It remains only to be known whether 
brick makers or the bricks themselves were imported, and I believe it was the latter, 

I have not compared the bricks of Kasr Ibn Wardan with those used in Constantin¬ 
ople, side by side; but from a careful examination of the colour and texture of both 
separately, and at times only a few weeks apart, the similarity between the two indi¬ 
cates to my mind that they were burnt in the same kilns, or, at least, in exactly similar 
kilns, where brick making was a great industry, which it was not at Antioch. I have 
not seen the brickwork at Ctschajak in Cappadocia, but there, according to Mr. Crow¬ 
foot's description' the core of the walls was “built of rubble; stones, and fragments 
of white marble appearing at various points, and this rubble was held together by 
wooden beams which were carried all round the building at levels 2 metres apart." 
The brick too seems to be of a ruddy colour, while those of Kasr Ibn Wardan are a 
rather pale, cream tint. The bricks In both places have about the same dimensions; 


^ p. 34 ■■ 
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11. li. J. Uasr Ibn Wardin. 


but since most of the cliunihc-s in Asia Minor that have been published by Dr Strxy- 
gowski and by Miss Bell are of stone, this double church at Otschajak seems to have 
been almost as much of an exotic in its own region as the buildings of ^asr Ibii 
W ardcin are in Central Syria, and its brick may not have been a home product. 

The question of labour too is an important one. W^e may grant that the designer 
of these domes and vaults came from Constantinople; but whence came the artificers 
to build them ? The craftsmen of Central Syria had no skill in such work, and, as I 
have said, there are now no evidences that Antioch produced labourers trained in this 
highly specialized kind of work. They could have come as easily from the capital as 
from Salonika or Ephesus. Indeed, we learn from Procopius* that Justinian brought 
iivorkmen and artiheers to rebuild Antioch after the city was burned by the Persians; 
but we are not told whence they were brought. But, even if we knew that the architect,' 
the labourers and the materials, all came from Constantinople, not all of the problems 
presented in these buildings would be solved. The pointed arches, the pierced penden- 
tives, the peculiar car\'ing of the capitals, where did these things come from? Surely 
not from the Bosphorus, certainly not from Asia Minor, if the few examples of pointed 
arches there are later than the year 564 as they are assumed to be. Pointed arches ' 
belonging presumably to the *si.xth century% are found in a few instances in the cisterns 
of Constantinople where they seem to have been the result of structural necessity; but, 
in the present instance they are the keynote of design. The capitals too might be 
taken as imitations of true Byzantine capitals, yet they have elements that are neither 
yzantine nor Syrian, hlay we not venture an hypothesis that these are the work 
of a great artist not bound by the fashion of his time, an artist who had travelled 
widely, and had observed the architecture of foreign countries? If there are any foun¬ 
dations for believing that the younger Isodoros may have designed these buildings, may 
we not further assume that he had adopted these architectural innovations from buildings 
that he had seen in the earliest home of arch and dome building, while engaged in 
the govenimcnt work in Mesopotamia and on the borders of Persia? Procopius' account 
leaves Jsodoros and Johannes at the Euphrates; but he does not give the names of 
the ychitects of all the fortresses which he mentions as having been built under 
Justinian farther east. It is most probable that some of them were built by these two 
young men; for Procopius gives the names of verj^ few architects, and one cannot 
believe that Isodoros' work in Syria began and ended at Zenobia. Dr. Strzygowski, 
after a minute examination of photographs of the badly broken capitals, concludes that 
they are not foreign, in style and execution, to Syria, and finds a similarity in them 
to certain capitals in Palestine. I cannot agree with these conclusions, and 1 fail to 
observe a similarity between these capitals and those in Jerusalem which he cites. The 
capitals of Northern Syria which were composed after Corinthian models, were designed 
on tot^ally different lines. The proportions are tower, the horizontal bands are wanting, 
and the only details which they have in common with those in question are the lower 
row 0 leaves and the discs which occupy the faces, and these are common to capitals 
of this general type and period in all parts of the empire. 

^ The only features of these structures which appear to belong to the soil are the 


* JDi 11, end. 

She ome of jLlt.D.Bd; by oltitr,, however, thej wc lo [he Ms,Id It Ag«. 
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lower courses which are built of basalt, and the portals which are a part of the 
same. The imported craftsmen were as unused to working in basalt as the natives 
were in brick, and it is quite certain that workmen from IkAnderTn were employed to 
dress the blocks of basalt and to set the great lintels, for in that work they had 
special skill. It is also evident that native artists designed and executed the ornament 
of the five great portals that arc still in sitq; for these are the only details that bear 
the stamp of the province. It is significant that, while the marble string mouldings 
and capitals of the church present strange and foreign profile.^ and designs, the basalt 
lintels of all three edifices here have the bands of geometrical patterns, the highly 
conventionalized grape-vine ornantent, the bands of lettering in relief, and the symbolical 
discs, that are most characteristic of the region, and arc of one piece with the orna¬ 
mental designs employed in il-Andcrin. There is little to be said on the subject of 
the date of these buildings. The evidence for the date of the palace, 564 A.D. is 
conclusive. The dating of the other buildings is, to all intents and purposes, fixed by 
this date; for it is apparent that all three stnictures belong to one building period. 
But there is a dated inscription on the lintel of the great entrance to the barracks. 
This inscription ' has been injured by fire, and it is unfortunately the end of the in¬ 
scription where the dale w'as written that has suffered most, and the reading of the 
date is not absolutely certain. Mr. Prentice believes that it is the equivalent of 
561 A.D,, which w'ould be only three years earlier than the palace. This date would 
suit the situation verj' well; for it would seem natural to have built the barracks first. 
The date of the completion of the barracks at il-Anderin is 558, which brings all this 
building in brick within the space of six or seven years, and within the latter part of 
the reign of the Emperor Justinian, 


t Cr, OEv, III, Idk, 9C16. 
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THE 'ALA and KASR IBN WARDAN. 


The region, in which most of the following inscriptions were found, is a high plateau 
cxteifding from a short distance nortli of Selemiyeh in a northerly direction for some 
twenty-five miles. Its geographical limits are well defined; it is known to the modern 
inhabitants as “ Tbi llighiinnd)^ 

It is characteristic of this region that the stone used in the construction of its 
buildings is, w'ithout exception, a black basalt. The blocks are not well cut, except 
the lintels and, m general, the frames of doors and windows, and the arches: the 
ornamentation of these is, in the main, rude and inartistic. 'I'he rest of the walls, if 
built of stone at all, consisted of small blocks, roughly dressed on the outer surface, 
but very irregular on the other sides; these irregular stones were then laid in thick 
W'alls, w'ith a good deal of rubble and mud plaster between them. In manj' cases, 
especially in the eastern part of the region, the walls seem to have been made alto¬ 
gether of unbaked brick, with only the door-frames and arclies of stone. The result 
has been that, compared with the districts farther west, this country now presents a 
desolate appearance, verj* few buildings of any sire or importance remaining. The 
inscriptions are found, almost exclusively, on lintels, the only exceptions being a verj- 
few gravc-stelal. 1 cannot remember to have found a single tomb. or. monument of 
any -sort, except the buildings, in all the „Highland”. 

In general, the monuments belong to the sixth centur)’ after Christ, as the in- 
licriptions show. Of ninety-nine inscriptions from the '.■\la [lublished here, five undated 
ones .should probably be assigned to the third or fourth century, that is to the period 
before 325 A,!*. Three dated inscriptions belong to the fourth century after Christ, 
five to the fifth, thirty-tw'O to the sixth, and one to the seventh. Besides these there 
arc twenty-nine undated inscriptions which can be assigned to the sixth century with 
some degree of confidence. It seems, then, that this district flourished chiefiy in the 
sixth century, or at least was rebuilt in that period. The earlier inscriptions are very 
few, and those before the "Peace of the Church” perhaps indicate only the presence 
of a few military stations. “The Highland'' is sparcely settled now, although the soil 
appears more fertile and productive than the rocky districts farther west, or the more 
arid plains which stretch eastward. 

The *.A.la was explored, before the visit of the Princeton expedition, chiefly by 
Dr. Max Freiherr von Oppenhelm, wlio travelled here in 1S99. The copies and 
stiueczes of inscriptions brought back by him are published in the By-antinische Zeit- 
sdiri/U Volume xiv (1905), by Dr. 1 itins Lucas, to whom 1 am much indebted, and 
whom I have quoted frequently in the following pages. The quotations from the 
Septuagint in my commentaries are from the text edited by Professor .Swete, unless 

Puhltwtkus of tbc Prtnedon fnivcrsUi Artbuflulogical Expedition lo Sytto, t)iv, III, Sk. B, Ft. i. t 
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Division IJl Sccticd B Part 


there is a note to the contrary’. The copies of the inscriptions published here were 
made by the editor, except in cases where some other name is memioned. 

The name of a town where several inscriptions were found is given only in con¬ 
nection with the first of these: the others follow immediately, arranged, as far as 
possible, in chronological order: for example, Nos. 810-820 from Shehh "All Kasiin. 


807. IR'RTBBEH. Stele. A fragment of a grave-stele, now built into the exterior 
wall of a house. Length of the fragment 38 cm,, width 19: height of the whole inscription 
32* of the individual letters 5’/^ to 6’/^ cm. The letters are incised. 

AO 

IAN A5[vit]tS!v[f, H]j.v[r:s], 

AY LuManos^ mrs-free^ fareioeU* 

XAll 

The modem village of ir-Rubbeh is built at the foot of a hill once fortified by 
facing the sides, cut down to a perpendicular, with fine masonn-. On the top is room 
for a large community. Doubtless this was once a frontier fort. The stele, with respect 
both to the forms of the letters and to the general composition, is much like many 
sielai found in various parts of this countn,* and evidently belonging the pre-Christian 
period. From this I judge that the fortified hill was probably a frontier post under 
the Roman administration, in the second or third century of our era. Possibly Lukianos 
was one of the garrison. See also the next inscription. 


[/ B 
CT 

ee 


808. Fr.\gmext. a stone, now used as the lintel of the entrance 
to a modern house, the face of the stone being turned towards the interior 
of the house. The length of the stone is 125 cm., the width of the face 22, 
the thickness 29. The height of the inscription is 40 cm.: above this is a 
blank space 50 cm. high, and below a blank space of 55 cm. Apparently 
^ ^ this was a grave-stele, now split lengthwise, fhe letters are 8 to 9 cm. high, 
'X 7 I incised’ but above the inscription and before the b are figures of 

some sort in relief. 


S09. TARrAd. Stele. A fragment of a grave-stele, now built into 
a pier, composed of ancient material, supporting the roof of a modern house 
in the centre of the village. It is broken at the top, bottom and right 
side, perhaps also at the left. The total length at present is 1.06 m., the 


cm. 


insL-r. S08. w'idth 0.18. I'he break at the top is through the center of a circle, 23 
!i«lc 1; JO. diameter, incised upon the stone above the inscription, so that the upper 
half of the circle is lost. The inscription is incised, the letters being 6 cm. high: below 
the circle and below the first, second, fourth and sixth lines of letters is an incised 
line running across the face of the stele: the stone is broken immediately below the 
seventh line of the inscription. The circle at the top is so nearly in the center of the 
present fragment, that it would seem either that no letters were lost from the right 
side, or that letters have been lost from the left side also. Perhaps however there were 
originally two circles at the tojj of this stone, or a circle and some other figure, or 
jierhaps the circle was not in the middle anj way. 'I'he letters have forms such that 
they might belong to any period in the first six centuries of the Christian era. 
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€ T 


1 T 1 


C UJ / 
A X 


A ett 

ABO 

aaB 


'Ewf-Jg] -S'jf-]^[p£], A 9 [~-jftj'Ssfy, Krj[:r,s 

In {the) year (?)- t^patros, son of _ (?)., care¬ 

free^ foreXi'clL ( 275-6 A.P.}. 


InscT. ^ 91 . 

Sio. SHEKH V\LT KASUX. 505-6 x\,d. Emit into the south wall, 

near the southwest corner, of an ancient building, doubtless a tower, at the east edge 
of the modern village. See No. 814. The stone is near the ground level, and I think 
there was no trace of aiij' doorway beneath it, There is, hoiivever, a doorway in the 
west side of this building, and over tt the lintel which bears inscription No, 814, The 
total length of the present lintel is 1.54m., its width 0.53. The letters, it cm. high, 
are in relief, and are contained in two dovetail plates in relief, between which is a 
disk containing a cross, 40 cm, in diameter, and in relief also. 

Thia inscription has been published by Dr. Lucas, from a copy furnished b)' Frhr. von Oppenheim. in 
ZeitscAr. xiv (1905), p. 39, No. ij. But in this publication the order of the two plates has been reversed. 
Moreover the third letter of the fragmenr marked "a” should be less lite 9 i and the third letter of “i" should 
be Z not S, Both parts of the inscription are complete. 


*Et{ojc) rji(»iv55) ’Ap(Teti,:'Ji5'j) i . 

In (the) year Sty^ month Arieminos loih. 

(May, 506 A.D.) 


It is possible, however, that the second part of this inscription is the Syrian name 
J/rt/'t, treated here as indeclinable. If so. it may be trail si atedr This is the house of Man. 

Sll. Listel, 565 .a.d. a lintel of black basalt, built into the wall of a modern 
house, about the center of the village. The face of the .stone is partly hidden by an 
exterior stairway to the second story of this house. The whole block is 1.29 m. long 
by 0,34 wide. The letters, which are incised on the otherwise plain face of the stone, 
are irregular in shape, and vary' in height from 6 to 12 cm. 

Published by Dr. Lucas in Byz. Zeitschr, xiv, p. 29, No. 16. 

"Et5Us i fjojfvsg) A'iffv, t*j5, ly*. 

I Nifl irt jfi the year By 6 ., month Loos., indieiion rj. + 

ifi«r, Sn. f Wer Sergios, eoadjutor Hshop. + (August, 565 A.O.), 

The form y_5i(“[<ra0"4j) is tor 



Itiicr. Sm. 
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Si:;. LfNTKL, 597-S A.D. Fragment of basalt, probably part of a lintel, now 
built into a sort of parapet about the roof of a modern house. The stone is broken, 
on all sides; its length is 95 cm., its width 18, The extant portion of the inscription 
is 35 cm. long, the letters 8'/* cm. high. At the right of the letters there remains a 
small part of the rim of a fairly large disk ; doubtless the inscription was continued 
on the right of this disk; the second line, however, seems to have consisted of six or 
seven characters only, as tlie space after the last character on the fragment is blank. 

[d-'Er^u?] .. . [i-{ ryj iJsiVsi], 

fn (iht) year 909, moaih . mider . eoadjuior 

iDicf. Si*. Scale 1 : 26 . bukep. 597-8 a.d. 



813. LtSTEL, 605 A.D. This lintel is apparently in its original place, over a 
doorway in an ancient building, now used by natives, a short distance west of No. 8to. 
Before the ancient building a modern one has been erected, so that the ancient door¬ 
way is now in the Interior of the modem structure. The doorway .of the inscription 
is at the west end of a room, which is closed on the east and south sides, but has 
in its north w-ail an entrance to a smaller room, nearly square, and wholly without 
windows or any other opening than this single doorway. Both chambers seem to be 
in their original form, and both are well roofed with cross vaults of concrete. See 
Div, 11 , 111 . 3, The total length of the lintel is 2,50 m., the width 0.47. The letters, 
8 cm. high, are in relief below the surface. Beneath the first line is a band, in relief, 
separating this line from die others. In the center of the lintel Is a disk, 42 cm. in 
diameter, containing a cross, and in the lower segments the letters A and u, all in relief. 

Publiiihcd by Dr. Lucas in j£ttfsf/ir. xrv, p, aS, No. 15 . 
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+ *ET?y; 15^', fAii(‘/ii5) a', tv(?. >j , llzvia ix Oioi . 

’ESt T 5 *J 0 £U^[>.£ 7 ]TaT«l’J 

-|-//f (ihc) year gi 6 ^ fnenth Artemesios soik^ indicHon 8 . 

All things fram God, Under SUvauQS^ the most God-beloved pres^’ter, (May, 605 a.d.) 

Dr. Lucas reads the last figure of the date y', partly on account of the tndiction 





























Shckh *Ali KA-suh 


number, and partly on account of the character of the letters. ^ But the figvire 
occurs often in Syrian inscriptions for sampi = 900, and never, to my knowledge, for 
psi = 700. And the letters of the present inscription, particularly the A and )f, have 
forms which are characteristic of the sixth century, and are not found in this region, 
as far as I have discovered, before the middle of the fifth century'. Moreover Dr. Lucas 
has neglected the ! before S, The only peculiarity in this inscription is that the I pre¬ 
cedes the S, and that it is followed by a little cross, as if to call attention to this 

irregularity. The words llxvzst ix fejsyj suggest that the author had in min<.l I CoriH- 
thians xi, t2 or II Cctin/Aia/ts v, iS, 

814. Towi;r. On a lintel, doubtless in its original place, over the doorway 
of a tower, facing the west, on the east edge of the town. See Div, II, 111 . 2. 

Inscription No, 8ro is built into the south wall of this same building. The lintel is 

3,18 m. long, 0.67 wide and 0.48 thick. Within a border, 4 cm. wide, the surface of 
the stone is cut back in a single plate, leaving in relief a disk in the center and 

this single rou' of letters along the top immediately below the border. The disk is 
56 cm- in diameter, over all. and contains a broad-arm cross, with narrow'er bands be¬ 
tween the arms forming the 
letter chi. Tiic letters are 
9’/. cm. high, and well cut: they 
are of forms current in the 
sixth century in this region, and 
from them ! judge that this 
inscription is consklerahly later 
than No. Sio. The present in¬ 
scription is not upon two frag- Limci iieaiing iDfcr. si^. 

ments as Dr, Lucas supposed, 

hv} is divided into two parts by the disk. The right end of the lintel has been broken 
off and lost, so that the center of the disk is t.21 m, from the left end of the plate, 
but 0.79 from the right end. From the stone itself one would judge that about six 
letters had been lost from the end of the inscription. 

Published by Dr. Lucas id Ztitsekr. xiv, p. sj, No. 18. 


- * * V* ‘ 
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Inscf. Sm* Scmltf 1 -* 2 Qr 


'Onsy 4-Lipi]v^€t av!i(isa&; [rjfTuyjisr]. 

mtere Christ (fs) gracious, every man (w happy?). 

Two considerations have led me to follow Dr. Lucas in restoring rim//:?, rather 
than paxasu? or some other word. Tliese are, first, that a rhythm, characteristic of 


1 Ziitsfkr. XIV, p. 16- 
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the Byzantine age, ifi completed by this word, as Dr, Lucas notessecond, that the 
letters of this word accord very well witli the s]jace probably available in the lost part 
of this stone. 

815. Lintel. Fragment of black basalt, now on end and built into the jamb 
of an interior doonvay of a modern building constructed of ancient materials. In the 
center of the block there was originally a disk, 46 cm. in diameter, containing a cross 
and the letters a UJ. The stone is broken a few centimeters at the left of the center 
of the disk, the left end of the block being lost. The right half, from the center of 
the disk to the right end of the stone, is 53 cm. long: the width of the face is 64 V* cm. 
The letters are 7'/. cm. high, and rather rudely Incised : I judge them to be of the 
sixth century'. 

/x (the) year . . . , indictim 
-I- moath Xanihik&s . ., under Ma- 
rotiws ....... and Symeanes and Za- 

rias and Kaunas (?\ pr£i^'ierSy this 
work was finished (?), 


+ ['Ltsv? ...', tv)(J. JS', + 

MAPiuNlif -■ ^-i] 

.v [ ] a«f ii'jfXE- 

4. ['ivQ'j xffie] 

5 . [zai K 5 ^?)|fiLK, 

6. [iTj 7 /. 75 n(?) Ti 


kAicyme 
zApU 
y Aitpees 

'PTON 


816, I'ftAOMENT OF A LINTEL. Stone biiilt into an interior wall of a house now 
occupied. Ihe owner of the house would not permit me to make a copy of the in¬ 
scription on the spot; consequently these notes and the following inscription were written 
down aftenvards from memory. 1 he letters w'ere inscribed on a plain border above 
a plate containing in relief a bird which I took to be a peacock. The stone was 
broken at each end. 


KNEICuj Aiu 


fhistsg fu/.5c|tE -]y// rr™ifsi(v ? 5 U aac xh 
7 'he L&rd shall guard iky coming in and thy going out. 


TTiese words are taken ultimately from Psalm exx, S. They are found frequently 
on lintels in Syria, and I believe dial they were placed there as a charm to avert 
evil from the houses. See the Publications of the A.JLE.S. Ill, pp. 14 and 25. 


817. Lintel, A fragment of basalt, evidently part of a lintel, now in a large 
courtyard belonging to a modern house. The stone is now 82 cm, long and 58 cm. 
wide ; it is broken at both ends. The inscription was in tw'o parts, separated by a 
square formed by a narrow band in relief with a loop at each comer, and containing 
in relief a cross, and in the lower corners A and u. This square occupies most of 
the left half of the present fragment. Gf the first part of the inscription only the half 
of the last letter of each of the two lines remains. The rest of the present inscription! 
is 42 cm, long. The letters are in relief, and well executed: they are 13 cm. high. 


y rAHOKO 

(cross) 

6 OeCAO 


-- [, . ^ ^ .. 6 G(es-) 5 <fG[ . ^ * 

— (sanj of _ , of (the) village of _ (?) 

.......... 7 .&rd ^iod .», fc 


* The Ccrmiiii refers lo KriiEEiba,Glirrij JlyzaitfinhfAf LiirririkrgieffAiMi:^ ind cdi^ p, |(f„ 
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818 . Liktki,. a fragment of black basalt, found on a Ivill, about lia!f a mile 
north of the village, in a ruined 'kveli consisting of two rooms. The entrance is 
through a doorw'ay in the south wall of the larger room, near the southeast corner; 
in the opposite wall, near the northwest corner, is a second doorway through which 
one enters the smaller apartment. The present fragment is built into the east jamb 
of this second doorway, facing w'Ostward. It is broken at both ends, and longhudinaJly 
through the middle. It is 957^ cm. long and 30 cm. wide. In the center is a disk, 
in relief below^ the surface, 35 cm. in diameter, containing an 
eight-arm cross. The letters are incised and rather rudely exe¬ 
cuted: they arc 7 to 10 cm. high. Originally there were probably 
four lines of letters, of which only the two lower lines remain. 

1 believe that this is a i^art of the same block as the following inscription. 


Inicf. StSh Scale 1:20. 


819. In the same well, at the west side of the grave of the sh^kh, 

in the smaller of the hvo apartments. It appears to be a part of the lower half of 
a lintel. It is broken at both ends and at the top. The maximum length is 65 cm., 
the height 32; the second line is 50 cm. long. The letters, 8 to 
9 cm. high, are incised on a plain surface. At the right end is a ['go YA I C 

part of a disk in relief below the surface. ^ ^ 

I believe that this is a part of the same lintel as the pre- 
ceding inscription. If so, then the lintel probably contained three lines of inscription and 
two disks. The last two lines. In that case would be: 

[rj u’cvt] Ai'a + 


'fhe name laAceftitveg is doubtless for I am tempted to read in /.'i(^ 5 ) 

the name of the ancient town whose ruins are now called Zebed. ^ Possibly 
Zi^yj'iiCy how'ever, is the name of a ])erson to whom the town, from which Sa/amaiifi( 
came, belonged, as, for example, ‘•zh'aivj isst).*, in C.l.L,, v, 8730- See the commen¬ 
tary* to A.A.ES. Ill, 48. If so, then Zs^svutg must be regarded as a genitive, and. 
consequently, an indeclinable word. In that case perhaps it may be assumed that 
is also a genitive: then doubtless 1(5*;) should he read before and we should 

understand that the name of the author of the inscri]>tion, the son of this Satamanis, 
stood originally in the first line of this second jiart of the inscriplion. Doubtles.s the 
year was "contained in the first line of the first part, at the left of the first disk. Pos¬ 
sibly in the last line of the first part 4 was meant. On the other hand, K u 

may be the date, S20, Le. 50S-9 a.d., a date which seems most probable under all the 

circumstances. . , . i \ 1 * 

The name iciflfjaavtj; of is not uncommon m byna. Compare the Arabic 

See also a'a.ES^ m, p. 124^, and No. 410 a, The name is found In 

Safaitic inscriptions in the form "It, in Nabataean as compare also the Palmyrene 




1 ^ 


,T. 


820. Fragment. In the same well, lying upon the ground in the larger apart¬ 
ment Immediately west of the entrance. Its greatest length is 73, its greatest breadth 
19, its thickness 20 cm. It is broken at both ends, at the bottom, and perhaps also 
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at the top. The face of the stone is plain. The letters, 5 to j^/.> cm. high, are incised, 
and most of them are tvell formed. 

Above the letters n€ there is a groove on the stone which may be the bottom 
of a small incised circle, about 15 cm. in iliameter. 



In^cir. &cilc 1 : 20. 


B 9 c[ 

j'KV 

\BadiiJtes /fir[ .. 


821 , SABB.A*. Lixtel, 544 .^.d. Lintel, now the left jamb of a ruined house. 
The whole stone measures 1.33 by 0.52 m.: it is broken at both ends. Near the center 

of the present block is a disk, 


4 *^ - ii"* Ik 4 

. * TK)K ^ 


I 






42 cm. in diameter, carved in 
relief below the surface, contain¬ 
ing a cross and the letters a UJ. 

'I'he inscription is incised 
on the plain stir face, along the 
top of the face, and is broken 
by the disk: the liTst part is 
64, the second 25 cm, long. 
The letters are 7 to S cm. high. 
Below the inscription, on cither 
side of the disk, is a plate, sunk in the surface, coiUaining in relief a grape-vine and 
peacocks. 


■aisw?-’r' wr»3 ^ag|g^- V ^ 


Linittl bcuring liucr^ S 31 - 


['EtIov- vj ( a , pii(v5s) EiJ-Vf'[i’j, -. 
f/l ((ke) year ^53 i monih Endeneos. 

(January, 544 a.d,) 

I assume that E*^rv/[aj) is for A'j<J'jvin[ov]. 


OY C EN oojOtEr iretvr 

laStr. ^2 1 . Scale 1 z 2Q- 


822, Lintel, 546—7 a.d. On a large lintel in situ in a wall of handsome 
basalt masonry, now used as the rear wall of a modem dwelling. I could not 
discover the character of the original building; Mr. Butler is of the opinion that it was 
not a church. See Div. 11 , III. 5. This doorway faced northward: the central portion 
of the lintel has been brokcji away completely, and the doorway itself blocked up. 
1 he lintel was originally 3.46 m. long and 86 cm. high : the two end.s, remaining above 
the jambs, now nteasurc about a meter and a quarter in length. Xo portion of the 
center of the stone was found, unless the fragment published below, under No. 822 a, 
belongs to this lintel. In the center of each of the end-pieces is a disk containing a 
cross, 48 cm. in diameter, and executed in simple incised lines. Probably there was 
also a di,sk in the center of the lintel. The inscrijition also is incised on the plain 
face of the stone, above the disks: it is in three lines, unequal in length. The first 
jjari of the first line, exclusive of the cross at the beginning, measures S5'/acm. in 
length, the break In this line i26*/jcm., the second part 85 cm.: the line ends 16 cm. 
from the right end of the lintel. The second line begins 33 cm. from the left end of 
the lintel; the first part measures 89cm, in length, the break in this line 92cm,, the 
second part 121 cm. : the line ends 11 cm. from the right end of the lintel. The first 









Sabba‘ 


9 


part of the third line is 28 cm. in lengthy the second 16 cm.: this line ends 120 cm. 
from the right end of the lintel. TJie top of the first line is 2 cm. below the top of 
the stone: the three lines together measure 31 cm. In height. About twenty letters are 
missing from the first line, fifteen from the second, and fifteen from the third. 

All the letters are dear excejit 

+ ETOYC HNtJuMH,.,YT DVTOVJfYPi PC 

._LONCT^VPD'frAfnfi]|OHEJ(aY 

□ycxv,...HOC 




those close to the break. The first 
and third letters of the second part 
of the second line, in particular, are 
most uncertain: the first looks most 
like C or E, the third might be TT: it seemed to me, however, impossible to read iON. 
In the third line, after the break and before N, were traces of a letter which suggested £. 
The following reconstruction is offered with much hesitation, although 1 believe that, 
in the main, the meaning thus given to the inscription is certain. 

[. is'jfJ, fjni[v5g riE^iTiVj . , Te5 ofksj'J riyr&’j 

3 .'ov(k) (t) 7 X^[ 7 K f 5 «( 7 za]yor. 


-b /n (the) year 55 ^, month Peritws ... Of this hmtse {the) Lord shall guard 
the entrance and the exit: for the cross being set before^ an evil eye shall not have power. 

{February, 547 a.d.) 

Inscriptions designed to avert evil from the buildings, and similar in character to 
the magic formulae on amulets, are not uncommon in Syria. Tltis matter is discussed 
in A.A.E.S. Ill, pp. 17-25, and particularly on p. igf. where this present inscription 
is cited. 


822 a. Fragment. A small block of basalt lying ,in a courtyard directly east of the 
foregoing. It is 23 cm. long, 35 to 28 cm. high, and 40 cm. thick. 

The letters are incised, and about 7 cm. high; the tops are 8 cm. below ilOy 

the top of the stone. Copied by Mr. Butler, inKr.Szjj. 

It is possible that these letters formed the ending of the word (iJt/stjnVj 
in the preceding inscription. It is to be noticed, however, that in the present fragment 
the tops of the letters are 8 cm., in the inscription on the lintel 2 cm., below the 
top of the stone. 

82 3. Church (?), 578-9(f) a.o. Fragment, probably of a lintel, built into the 
entrance of a small modern house, near a partly ruined mosque, in the southern 
part of the town. The stone is 1.05 m, long, and 23 cm, wide. Ihe letters, 5 to 
7 cm. high, are in relief. Copy by Dr. Littmann. 

*r,Tw; [. * ♦ 

In {the) year SpOy month. ... 

(The) door of Sergios. (57S-9A.D.) 

The figure before UJ in the date seems to be 9 : it may perhaps be means for S, 
how’cver, and, if so, the date is Sod, i.e, 494-5 a.d. I assume that CEP is an abbre¬ 
viation for and that HYAI is for silw . If my reading is correct, this was doubtless 

the lintel of a doorway in a church of St. Sergius. 

Pcblicfttbiu of the IWDcelon L'nivewiT Arehacologleil E*p*diiioQ ta Syria, Dir, HI, Sec. n., I'l. i. 



lo&cr. 


1 
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Division IIJ Section B Part i 


’ S24. UMM IT-TUWliNEH. Top ok a cieorium (?). A stooo lying^ in the ruins 

of a church west of the village. See Div, 11, IlL 6 and 7. Upon the stone is caived, 
in relief, a disk 46’/* cm, in diameter. Within the disk the following monogram is 

executed in relief. 

Possibly this monogram expresses a date. 
If so, the central letter must be the hundreds 
figure. It appears to be ij>. But pa' : in 

fihe ) year 55/, L e. 239-40 a.d., is far too early 
for such an inscriptiou, which, Judged by the 
forms if its letters, belongs to the sixth century. 
Perhaps then the central letter is really an 6), 
the upper ends of which have been brought to¬ 
gether to join with the upright arm of the cross, 
liiscr, S24. Scale I . sQ, Itsv; M’/a' may be read, or 539—40 a.d,, 

a date which, in itself, is highly probable. I am inclined, however, to doubt that this 
Is a date at all. 





825. Church lintel, 577 a.i>. Fragment, apparently part of a lintel, now 
used as a support of the roof of a modem house. It is broken at both ends 
TIE ITT AH T8 bottom. Its length is 1.03 m., and its height 49 cm. 

EAEYCO WwfcJ N A little to the right of the present center is a disk, 49cm, in 

OYCHTTLU j diameter, containing a cross: in the upper, left-hand quadrant of 

the disk is a figure like the letter C, the significance of which is unknown to me: the 
right upper quadrant is now blank: the lower quadrants contain the letters a and U. 
.\long the top of the stone is a plain border, 7 cm. wide, below which both inscription 
and the disk are executed in relief. Betw een the first and second lines of the inscri ption 
is a space 3 cm. wide, between the second and third lines a space of 8 cm. The 
fragment is broken at the bottom through the bottoms of the letters of the third line 
and through the bottoms of the a and Gl of the disk. The letters of the inscription 
are 'j'/^ to 9 cm. high. 

Another part of this same lintel is the following. 


826. The same lintel. A fragment which evidently belongs with the foregoing, 
found in the open country, a short distance west of the town. It is broken at both 
Fy A IK AIO bottom. Its length is 44'/; cm. at the top, and its greatest 

EENAYT height 54’/* cm. The border at the top is dy* cm. broad, tire letters 
M AI a "* gYj cm. high. 

^ ^ Placed together the two fragments are as follows : 


1. [AvJti fe wy K(upt9)y* ^{xat$[c] 

2. fV 

3. 1*Et]5vs ijKw, [pj](v«5) MaeVj ., 

4. [tv]^. [f]. 


T/iis fis) the gate of the Lord: {the') 
righteotts shall enter in iL In {the) 
year SSS^ month May ,., hidiciton 10. 
(May, 577, A,D,) 

'I'he text is a quotation from Psalm cxvii, 20, The verse is very^ common on 
Sj’rian lintels, especially those of the sixth century. Compare Nos. 907, 915, 929 etc. 
See also A. A. £. S., iii, p. 17. 




Umm it'Tuwoneh Tcmek 


n 


827, LtSTKi,* Fragment, probably pan of a lintel, lying among the debris 
outside of a small enclosure about the grave of a “shfekh", near the south end 
of the town. The stone is 55cm, long and 62cm. high: it is complete at the top 
and bottom, and at the left end, but broken at the right. The inscription Is in a plate 
enclosed bv a plain border about 5 cm, wnde; the letters, 6Vt to to cm. high, are in 
relief. The disk in the lower left-hand corner is 17 cm. in diameter. Copy by Dr. 
Littmann, 

1. Katc[ 

2. Mvrsv 

3. cijv >.i 

4. Kpa[ 

5. 'Kriyut? 

IiiKcr. $27. 

. of this . saitk the L&rd . In (the) year,. . 





S2S. TEMEK. Sti-i.e. Fragment of a stele, now used as a beam to support 
the roof of a modern dwelling. Hie stone lies face down, one end resting 
on a column in the center of the room. It measures approximately 1.4i w- 
by 30 cm. Above the inscription there is an ornament of some sort in relief, 
like a fillet looped up at two points, the ends hanging down at each side. 

The letters are incised, and arc now very dim: they are about 6 cm, high. 

Apparently there was nothing more on the stele tlian is given here. 

A).i'j,ijLOra: Ahtmiha or Hahmttha. The name is doubtless Aramaic. 

S’9. Towkr. The outermost slab of tliree which formed the lintel over 
the entrance to a ruined tower. See Div. 11 , III. S. The tower was 9 
paces square, measured on the outride. Two corners are still standing, up 
to the cornice, and show that the tower was three, perhaps four, stories high. 

The doorway, which was a small one, is in the south side, and is now choked by 
fallen stones piled about it, Two of the slabs which composed the lintel are in situ: 
the outer slab, which bears the inscription, was found within the walls of the building. 
Above the lintel was a relieving arch ornamented widi simple mouldings. In the north 
wall of the second slon^ was a small, splayed window, and high up on the outside of 
the east wall was a small cross In relief. 1 think, however, that the cross was in relief 
below the surface, and hence may have been carved long after 

the buildinff was complete, noTNIANIIvH ^ 

The inscribed slab is 1.32 m. long, 40 cm. wide, and >MOE;A^MHAAlCENeAAE 

about 34 cm, thick. The four lines of the inscription are spaced 

so as to divide the surface equally behveen them. The letters are incised on a plain 
surface, and are 7 to fl, cm. high. They are well carved and perfectly plain. I be- 
lieve that the inscription is complete, 

ytiblishcd also by Dr. Lucas in Byz. /Mtsehr. Xiv, p. 30, No. lO. 
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It seems to me quite possible that this inscription belongs to the pre-Christian 
period. Doubtless the four I’irtues meant are those cardinal virtues of the Greeks, 
fij/paa: or : seif-conirol^ dtKaisjivjj: rigkfe&mmss^ and ayJcaaf: 

c&urage. 

830. Lintpil, 559-60 A.D. Fragment, doubtless part of a large lintel, built into 
the wall of a modern dwelling which faces on a courtyard In the western part of the 

towm. The stone seems to be complete on the right: 
it is broken at the left. It measures 59 cm. in length 
and 6g in height. The letters, S cm. high, are In relief. 
Below the Inscription, at the extreme right, is a rectangular 
plate, containing two monograms in relief. At the left 
of this plate is a sort of vine pattern, also in relief. 

Published by Dr. Lucas in Sys, Zdtsehr. xiv, p. 30, No. 11. 

J. jNiBceinpo 

-• rijv 

3 - rraulf aot/y yf, 

inicr, sja. .illusions to the cherubin are not Infrequent in the 

Greek liturgies. Compare, for e.xample 'Aftw i-rriy ixtiaap’^vj ffj, ti;v 

........ Tiu-nuTciov Tiiv jftpsujSi'fi, cWcfsTiCir/ 4fW/stf«us vav or *0 ©ecj, 

5 xSr.ixr/ii iri twv '^ip<yj^i{L xai ijti riiy tfjfsqit'rji. * In the 

present inscription, however, we have evidently a quotation from 
Psalm Lxxix, 2 : see the following inscription. No. S31, 

1 have been unable to interpret the two monograms which 
appear in the plate beW the inscription. The letters, which do 
not show clearly in the photograph, are perfectly clear upon the 
stone: they may be seen in the drawing here reproduced. Other 
monograms occur in Xos. S24, S33, 861, 893 f. etc. 

The date of the lintel is given in the third line of the inscription. It is ihs year 
Sjt^ indkiUn i.e. 859-60 a.d. , 



]ii9£r. Syo. 


k 



831. FftAOMEXT, doubtless a part of the same lintel as No. 830. It was found 
built into a modern w'all, on a street and near a corner, a short distance southeast of 
the tower. The stone is 69cm. long and 25 wide: it is broken at both ends and 
probably at the bottom also. The letters, 6Vs cnt. high, are executed in relief in bands 

sunk below the surface. Copy by Dr, Littmann. 

This fragments contains a part of Psalm lxxix, 2: an¬ 
other part is supplied by the preceding fragment. If the two 
fragments are placed together, the whole inscription may be read 
as foliow'S: 


giAKg> 




Insrcr. S31. 


I* (O “stuLffiiV'uy riv 6 ijei Trpi* 

2^ [jSocTffi riv * s xGc^KjtjtjfiV^s iskt t[5jJv ;^fipsUj3=t|fL] 

3, Jijjip5tv3r;5£ P . . * * * . * ""E-rsipj, h&w, iv3 , >5 . 


1 Swumwa, p. 295, 


* Swainsonj p. 304I 


























Temek. 




Ghe €ar^ O Sh^Jfherd of Israel^ thou ihai k^desi y&sepk like a Jl&ck: ikon ilmi 
art seated t4pan ike ckeru&im skiue farih ... In (the) year Sji^ indictkn S, 

(559-60 A.D.) 


832. Lintel. Part of a mutilated lintel, now used as a beam to support the 
roof of a modern dwelling. It measures 1,57 m, in length and 18 cm. in height. In 
the center there was, originally, a disk, 42 cm, in diameter, containing an eight^arm 
cross in relief. The stone is broken at the bottom through the center of this disk and 
through the second line of letters: it is also broken at the left end, but is complete 
at the right, Doubtless the original lintel was about 36 cm. wide, and contained a 
third line of letters. In its present state the first part of the inscription is 5 i cm. long, 
the second part dsVi cm. The letters, 8 cm, high, are in relief, and are executed in 
bands sunk below the surface. 

[■W5 ’A| 3 f ftWJX 

r.-Atvst-i isj 

(As?) ASretitam received the angets in 
hospitality^ $e - hiii/i 

lDBcr+ S53. Scale L I ?□- 

Undoubtedly the text refers tq the storj^ told in Genesis xviii^ i ff. Comi>are 
also Hehrevfs xiii, 2 : “Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have 
entertained angels unawares". 




S3 3. Lixtel(?), a fragment built into the wall of a modern dwelling, facing on 
a courtyard, about the center of the town. It is 33 cm. long, and jbVjCni. high. 
The monograms and letters are in relief below the surface. Copy by 
Dr. Littmann. 

The second of the two monograms seems to be the name W'.jf.iK, 
apparently in the genitive case. Compare Nos, 915 and 8G1. If so, then 
this would Indicate that some, at least, of these monograms were composed 
of complete words, not initial letters: also that in such cases the letters 
are to be read first from left to right, then from the top downwards. 

This is obviously true in Nos. S93, 912 etc. On the other hand, not every 
letter can be attached to every arm of a cross conveniently: for example, 

Y can very readily be attached to the upper arm, but A cannot. Consequently I have 
wondered * whether perhaps the first of the two monograms may not have had a TT at 
the left and an Y at the top. The letter at the right may then be intended both for 
A and also for a K with the cross-stroke reversed. If so, then llvXvv might be read, 
and taking the two monograms together, Hv)/pv {The) gate^oay of Thomas\ 

' Oestrup, in his publication of the inscription from the gateway of the barracks at 
il-Anderin * ’suggested that the letters 0 , O. M, A signify (xai) U 

h certainly seems more natural that a monogram of this sort should have a religious 
or occult significance, rather than signify merely a proper name. Perhaps then tliese two 
monograms together mean This is the gatcivay of God Most Mighty. Alpha and Omega, 
The date was evidently contained In the line beW the monograms, and has been 
lost, only the indiction number. 12, remaining. ___ 


^ T. t!. of itie churcti. Sl+ 'rhonmi (f) 


* Sde Nd. 915 U\aw. 
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834, NAWA. Chdrck LtNTKL(?), 46S-477 A.D. Stone lying in a courtyard west 
of the church; one enters the courtyard by the second doorway on the left coming from 
Sh6kh 'All Kasun. It is broken at both ends: the present length is t .49 m>, the height 
3S cm. Doubtless this was a lintel Near the left end is a disk in relief, containing 
a cross, like those called Maltese. At the right end is Italf of a second disk, also in 
relief, containing in the upper quadrant a figure like the ace of spades, and in the 
lower an A uijside down. The disks are 37 cm. in diameter. The part of the inscription 
at the left of the first disk is 44 cm. long, the part between the disks 55 cm. The 
letters, 5 to g cm. high, are incised. Copy by Dr. Littmann. 




mHa (o VA/;^ 

■ 

oypKw ■ 

TOy>|<crioj 





TeO fiCsfp-jssg) 
Isp'fii-j. 


/« year yS?, monih Dies 30(h^ under DanMaSt preshykr (.^). Church (?) of 

the martyr Sergios, (November, 468—477 ,\.d.) 

I suppose 05 , to be for See, however, No, S50, where these letters 

might naturally stand for fpi'jpvf/yj. 


S35, Fr.\gmext, 4S3—4 a.d. Built into the front wall of a modern dw*elling 
which faces southw^ard on the courtj-ard where No. 839 was found, on the left as one 
enters, and close to the entrance. The rear wall of this dwelling is the western part 
of the south wall of the great church. The stone is 74cm. long, and 20 wide: it is 
broken at each end and at the bottom. The letters, 15 cm. high, are rudely incised 
on a plain surface. 

[ tp'Y + rlariirfij. 

¥CE‘iY + E (the) year ygy + {this) saas huili. ( 483-4 a.d.) 


836. Lintel, 559 a.d. A lintel, probably still in situ, found in the interior 
of a modem stable, in a group of a buildings adjoining the great church. The face 

of the stone is now' covered with soot; but I believe that all the letters are certain, 

excepting the letter after H N in the second line. The right end was covered by a 
cross wall, so that the full lengtli of the lintel could not be measured. The length, 
to the end of the final cross, is 1.47 m., the height 36 cm. In the center is a cross, 

21 cm. iiigh. The inscription appears to be complete: the letters are incised, and are 

5 to 8 cm. high. Copy by Dr, Littmann. 


+€TO¥C 
OUU H 


(cj-WJ) 


TT AM€HO Y 
HN Z + 


+ /« (//fc) year Sjo^ month Panemes^ indutim y. + 
yuly« S 59 ^^'^0 


837, Lintel, 574-5 a.d. Fragment of a lintel, 70 cm. long and 38 cm. high. 
It is broken at the left end, but complete at the right. The inscription is incised on a 
plain border, 10 cm. w'ide, at the top of the stone: it is 32*/-cm. long, and the letters 
are 6 cm. high. At the left of the inscription is ay disk in relief, which breaks into 





Xawa 


15 


the inscribed border to within 3 cm, of the top. Below the inscription is a grape-vine, 
executed in relief. 

Published by Dr, I.ucas, My:. Ziitsihr. xtv, p, 3a, Xo. 26. 

['ElTyj=| if' + 

StTLU INd^H . {t/i^ year SS 6 ^ htdkiion S. +(574— 3 

The figures of the date are spaced off 7cm. from the letters 

83S. Church, 598-9 a.d. Lintel, lying face upward on the ground near 
the west door in the north side of the great church of Naw^, See Div. 11 , 111 , 11. 
The stone is broken at the right, so that three or four letters have been lost from 
each of the first four lines ; a large part of the lower, right-hand comer is also broken 
off. At the top the stone is 2.14111, long: its height is S9 cm. At the bottom of the 
middle of the lintel is a disk in relief, aSem. in diameter, conuining a simple cro^, 
the arms of which are 4^/s cm. broad. The letters are 9 cm. high, and executed in 
relief in plates between raised bands. 

Published by Dr. Lucas, Myt. Keitsehr. xiv, pw 31, No. it. 


la$CT. S3S. Scale, 1: 20. 



As Dr, Lucas has noted, this inscription is a quotation from Psalm Lxxxin, 1 1 
and 12: he has restored the text of the inscription as follows: 


1. Kfwffsy fAi« i'J Tatg [otu] 

2 . ' s «,a» 5 y 

3. f'/ ~a tbv [Ossi] 

4. (fl) CUC£cV iv TAVit'iitXCifTiV ffpfltjpjwXwvJ. 

5. *€hi aai $ 0^45)5]. 


A day in tby courts is bitter than 
a tbaasand, / bad rather stand at 
the threshold in the hoase of God.^ than 
dxuell in sinners* habitations. For the 
Lord God ioveth mercy and truth. 


The date of the inscription is the year 910, i.e. 59^9 and not 710—398A.15. 
Dr. Lucas supposed. See the commentary to No. 813 above. In Swete’s text of 


as Dr. Lucas supposeu. ... ,j ^ ^ 

the Septnagini stands after Qt'A ?>^stead of after Js given 

instead of rtasa^r-.i^oti, and 5XJiV'if*a«?tv instead of sv 
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Division HI Section B Pari i 

The same church. The right end of a large Hotel, oow the right jamb 
of the entrance to a modent courtyard, on or near the site ol 
the great church of Xawat 1 believe this to have been the lintel 
of the east door in the south side of this church. See Div. 11 , 
111 , 11. The fragment is complete at the top, bottom and right 
end. The total height is 90’/. cm.: the length of the present 
fragment is 64'/. cm. The letters, 9 cm. high, are executed in 
narrow plates sunk below the surface, leaving raised bands be¬ 
tween each pair of lines. 

Publisbcd by Dr. Lucas, Bjs. Zeitickr, xiv, p. 31, No. 53. 

The inscription is composed of a series of tiuotations from 
the ^^Song S9lonton*\ iv, verses i, 3, 4 


Inser, Settle [ : an. 

be restored as follows: 

. . [ IS,!, ««« is» li ■ « i- Behold, tko„ orl fair, ney Ij, behold 

3. [aieem-j xAh eoj, «« « ).«)<« «v| ifoia. 'fl, « sear/et cord thy Bfs. and thy s/^ceh 

4. ).™p»v Tj? oey ■ if ot,[op-, hib charmmg. Ae a check of ^egranUe thy 

. nv- '0)4 «| «air;, Mi cheet,asa tower of Daotd thy neeh. Thou 

I! ™ ‘I' ■*' 

In th« first line “f the fragment Dr. Lucas read, from the copy and photograph 
at his disimsal, _AHC10. from which he restored inli^sisv: 1 believe, however, tliat my 

copy is correct. Of the verses quoted certain portions have been omitted, as may be 
seen by comparing the originals. Furthermore, In my restoration, I have departed from 
the text of the S^ptuagint adopted by Swete In three instances : in lines 3 and 4 1 

have followed the Codex Alexandrinus in omitting the before xtmvoy and in retaining 

the Tlz before account of the number of letters involved: in line 5 I have 

followed the Code.x Sinaiticus in reading sXij ii v.tfXi,y instead of 5>,7i za).s! ft. la the 
first line of the extant part of the text at, before if9a)ptn', seemed to me certain 5 but 
no MS. authority is quoted Swete for this. In line 4 the form is evidently 

for or Astictt} : there is MS. authority for the shorter 

form elsewhere, if not in this particular jiassage. Lastly 1 


■ ijelieve that there was a disk at the bottom of the central 
'MDVTO IHIC bo portion of this lintel, which broke into the fifth and sixth 

Imc, ws in No. 833. 

' ©[liMt©W®3Ci!^4 ® 40 - Thk same church. Fragment of a lintel half 

^-- ' buried, in front of the courtyard where Nos. S39 and 833 

In«t. £40. 5“ie J believe this to have been the lintel of the 

west door in the south side of the great church. It is broken at both ends, but com¬ 
plete at the top and bottom. It is 91cm. long and 53 high. The letters, 10 cm. 
high, are in relief, in narrow plates sunk between raised bands. 

Published by Dr, l-uca-S, Byz. Mhchr, XJV, p. 3a, No. 35. 

In the first line Dr. Lucas read in the copy and squeeze which he had 1 CVM 0 VICPC-, 












































t? 

but I believe that this is incorrect. The inscription is evidently a quotation from the 

(?/ V, 2, and should be completed as follows; 

l- ['t'JVii (J 14 V affS'JEC [ilTl t!;'J (JjfiflV * 

{!« ftK, Itdsipi] ^jsy, ITift'TT.-iK Ui'j]) 

3. ^oVf ST]t K x£^a/,'4 

. 4, [z«t «i fxsy iJyiXzae[!?'.>v yynTs;]. 

(O/) of my beloved kmckelh at the door: Open to me^ my sidtr^my hve^my 

dove, my perfect one, for my head is filled voith dom, and my locks 7i>itk the drops 0/ night. 


841, TtiE' SAME CHORCH. Frajjiiient of a lintel, fallen beside .the remains oJ a 
handsome portal, which I believe to have been the west doorway of the 
great church* It is complete at the top, bottom, and left end, but broken 
at the right* It is 45 cm. long at the top; the lower part was buried, 
so that I did not measure the height^ but there were no more than 
three lines of the inscription* The letters, Scm. high, are in relief in narrow 
plates between raised bands. At the top there is a plain border, 6 cm. wide, 
and also at the left end. Below the inscription are various ornaments in relief, itnwf.a*!. StiJc 1 no. 

The text of the inscription is a quotation from Psalm cxvii, 19 f, and may be 
restored as follows: 


B SOM 
H nm 


1 . 


2 , 

■n 


'.\vo[f|a-:’ rri/.srj dexaimvr;, ' 

5iv [i’v asyrot'c Kv^p. 

if “jJ.jj [rsif 


A'jrril 

iv 


■ open to ms (the) gates of righteotisness: entering in them I 7 oUl ghe thanks unto 
the Lord. This (w) the gate of the Lord: {the) righteous shall enter in it. 


! 4 _ 6 !C®AI 

EtyJQAOrfr 


842. The Sami: church. Fragment of a liirtel, found half burled in front of the 
east doonvay in the north side of the same church. It is 60 cm* long, and 91 high, 
and broken at the right end only. The border at the top is 5’/^ cm. wide. The letters 
of the first four line.s are gVicm. high, and executed in relief in plates 11 cm. widej 
but the letters of the fifth line are iSVjcni. high, and are in a 
plate 2 I cm. wide. The letters are unusually liandsonie, 0i for example, 
being always perfectly circular. 

PiiblLshed Uy Dr* Ljcm, Bys. ZeifscAr. xiv. p. 31, Ko, 3*1. 

The first four lines of this inscription are quoted from Psa/m yciK, 
verse 4 and a part of verse 5 : they may be completed as follows; 

I, EiaOhlcr^ sk ~'jc TjIkc wjtvj f/ fes]- 

2 . rji:iJ,sy^[5£[, rig hvts’J vj y,uvsi;|' 

3 . izwi.d^.vfii'^i airw, avnezi t$ »o]- 

4, UK ir>r|4v, sri Kysw;. lawr. 44 *. Scatt 1: jo. 

Enter inio hh gates with thanksgiving, {and) info his eonrts with praise: give 
thanks nnto him, [and) bless his name, for the Lord is good. 

The fifth line is perhaps + X{5t5T)i, : + Oh Christ, {onr) Savionr. 

rnWlBliod* cr iht Ffin«<oo fdivcriiii) Archu.'Sbclcdl Exprdl.i^c lo Syri,, Uiv. HI, S<s* U. i>i. i, 3 


iiYJAAVirl 





























Division III Section B Part l 


iS 

S43, L>£r NAWA. Convent, 59S a,d. The right half of a lintel, fouiid among 
the debris before the doorway in the western wall of the ruined convent, which is a 
short distance northwest of the village: the doonvay is between the convent church 
and the tower. See Div, II, III. 10 and 12. The block is j.aSm, long and 82cm. 
high: at the left end it is broken perpendicularly through the center of a disk, which 
doubtless occupied the center of the lintel: the other sides are complete, except that 
the bottom is somewhat damaged. The disk contained a cross, and, in the lower 
quadrants, A and UU. Both the disk and the inscription are in relief within a plain 
border. The letters are 12 to 14 cm. high. Copy by Dr. Littmann. 


i9 ', h. 

ini(vig} Vsp^ic'yj . + 


Inscr^ S43. 

+ /« (//m) j'trar p/o, indkihn 2, motith G&rpieos. + (September, 598 a.d.) 

It is clear from this inscription that in this period in this locality the calendar 
year began on the first of September, in order to coincide with the year of the in diction 
series. See Waddington, Nos. 2667 and 2689 : also A. A. N. [ii, No. 90, 



844. Lintec (?), A fragment which is now used, upside down, as a lintel of a 
doorway facing upon a courtyard west of the great church. It is (2 5’/, cm. long, and 
IS wide : it is broken at both ends, at the top, and probably also at the bottom. 
Near the right end is the lower part of a square frame containing the lower part of 
the upright arm of a cross with A and m, one on either side. Thi,s frame is 35 cm. 
over all : consequently the original stone must have been at least 40 cm. wide. Doubt¬ 
less this was a lintel. The single word, w'hich alone remains of the original inscription, 
is 32 cm. long; it begins 9 cm. from the break at the left, and is followed by a blank 
space, I 7 cm. long: at the right of the frame containing the cross there is also a blank 
space about 20 cm. long. The letters are from la'/s to i4Vacm. high. All the letters 
and ornamentation are in relief. Copy by Dr. Littmann. 



K57fx«: Of Kosmas. 


Perhaps this vs'as the lintel of a church of St. Kosmas or Cosmas, a martjT 
who was killed during the persecutions tmder Diocletian, and was greatly revered 
In Syria, and in the East generally. The emperor Justinian, in the sixth century, is 
known to have built several churches in honor of this saint. Kosmas and his brother 
Damasos were phj'sicians: they^ were said to have been Arabians by birth, and to 
have lived for a time in Cilicia, where they met their death together. See Nos. 855 
and S61. 





















^abbudeh 
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845. ZABBUDEH. Lintel (?), a.d. Fragment, apparently of a lintel, 

found near the center of the ruined town. Beside it is a lat^e stone weight, as If for 
the lever of an olive press. The buildings all about are completely ruined, the blocks 
lying in confused heaps. The length of the fragment is 80, the height 45*/* 

Is broken at both ends. The inscription is in relief, between two disks, cacb of which 
contains a cross. The letters are rudely executed. 


•etM re- x. M.|r.i 

/« {i/ie) year iudiciton 4 p), Ck{rist) t{orn) [of) {Mary). 

(585-6 (?) A.ir.) 

ItLSCt. I45, 

846. Lintel, 590 .a.il A fragment face up in a pile of stones, about the 
center of the ruined town: no building could be seen, to whicb It might be assigned. 
The stone is 1,78 m. long, and 54 cm. wide. In the center is a disk in relief, con¬ 
taining an eight-arm cross. The lintel is somewhat damaged at both ends, and, since 
from the center of the disk to one end is i.oi m., the original length must have been 
over two meters. The letters are incised, and are from 5 to 8 cm. in height. The 
whole face of the stone is badly w'cathered. 

+ [x-1 M- r. :vii5(vk) 

<v. 4 ^. 

/« (Mr) year goi. + CA{risf) ^orn) {0/} 
Monik Dystros 24, indictien 
(March, 590 

847. Lintel, 591-2 a.d. A large fragment, now used as a roof-beam above 
a cistern, in the eastern part of the town. It is \ .80 m. long, 48 cm. wide and 50 cm. 
thick. It is broken at the right end; the left end could not be uncovered entirely, 
without dropping the stone into the cistern ^ but it was evident that there were no 
letters upon it besides those shown in the drawing, in the center is a disk m relief, 
,4 cm. in diameter, containing a cross with Uj and A in this order. Ihe mscriptmn 
is also in relief, and is broken by the disk: the letters a^e 6 to 7cm. high Below 
the inscnption, on either side of the disk, is a figure in relief like a letter 1, 15 cm 
high. Letters and disk are within a plate, 36 cm. wide, surrounded by a plain raised 

border. Copy* by' Dr, Littmann. 

'E- 7 jg [i^] 

/« {i/tc) year poj, indieiiort ro. 
(591-2 A.r>.) 


Inscrn S 47 , 

I suppose that the character below the Inscription, on cacb side of the disk, stands 
for '[lisws: 



e T o yC 



A ^ 

Avcri 
poyKa 


Injcr. 
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Division Ill Section B Part t 


S4S. LiXTtx. Fragment of a Imtd, found lying among the ruins in the northern 
part of the town, near Xo, 846. It is 78 cm. long and 35 broad, broken at both ends 
and at the top. Near the right end is the lower half of a disk in relief, 33 cm. in 
diameter, containing a broad-arm cross. The letters are incised, 6 to 7 cm. high. 
Copy by Dr. Littmann. 

I. Ky^(?)]n(as 5 , 

3 I A K □ V 2. Ali^isy ik', tJc’j . . . hi'jg, 

: CtOV'IA T py Q), month Dtsios of 


S49. TELL ID'DEHEB, LtNXFa., 469-70 a.d. Built into the wall of a ruined 
building about 300 yards northwest of the village, and immediately west of the tell 
(Div. II, Ill. 13). The building faces north, and consists of two rooms, between which 
there is an doorw'ay designed for a stone door. The door-frame is intact: the jambs 
are splayed, and there is a hole in each for the end of a strong bar: the lintel is 
plain. In the northern room there is a grave, apparently not very' old: in the south 
wall of the southern room there is a niche. Evidently this building was at one lime 
a mosque: probably it was originally a small church. 

The inscribed block under discussion is built into the north wall, low' dowm, on 
the east of the-entrance. It is 1.57 m. long, and about 34 cm. wide. In the center 
there was originally a disk containing a cross: has been battered off. The 

inscription is incised, in letters 10 cm. high. 


Published by Dr. Lucas, Bys^ Zeitsehr, xiv, p. 3a, No. s8 17. 

(disk) 4- 


■5- 6T0yC(^«k) ATrT + 


4- In {the) year jSi, 4 - {469 —70 A.D.) 


S50. Lintel, 4S9 a.d. On the ground near a wall north of the village, Tlie 
stone is 1.71 m. long, 38cm. w'ide, and 34 cm, thick: it is broken at both ends. In 
the center is a disk in relief, 35 cm. in diameter over all, containing a broad-arm cross. 
The letters are incised: those of the first line are 16, those of the second line 
6V*cm. high. Copy by Dr. Littmann. 


ETOrC AuiMVnEPB 

erriBEEDJUN ac 4 *p 


'Ets’j? Tnts^SljpiTHEsu], era op(5-jp*p^5y). 

In the year month Hyperheretaios^ uitt/er JteesOUj 
taptahi of the guard, (October, 489 a.o.) 


A 

On the Characters OP compare No, S34. 


851. Lintel, 569-70 a^.d. On the ground in a modern courtyard, in the northern 
part of the village, towards the tell* The stone k i-40m. long and 52 cm, wide: it 
IS broken at both ends and at the bottom, perhaps also at the top. In the center k 
a disk^ 4S cm. in diameter^ containing a cross^ and in the four qua¬ 
drants^ a crescent, a small disk, an A and an UJ. The letters of ETOYC AFluj 

the inscription are 8^3 to 9 cm. high. Below the inscription, on each side of the disk, 
is a vine ornament. Before the first word is what appears to be the end of the right 
arm of a cross. The inscription, disk and other ornamentation are all in relief upon 
a plain surface^ l^y Littmann. 

is perhaps the same inscripUDn as ihal published by Dr. Lucas, Bys xiv, p, 32^ No, 

: /u f/ie y^ar SSi, {599-70 a.d.) 


Tell id-Dehcb IMVsrdoneh 
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If in the disk the crescent and the small disk represent the moon-god and the 
sun-god respecti vely, as I believe they do, there is here a curious combination of pagan 
and Christian symbols. The original significance of these pagan symbols must have 
been lost entirely, and they must have become merely conventional ornaments, or else 
they must have been retained because they were believed to have some magical effi* 
cacy, although the original reason for this belief had been forgotten, 

852. Architrave (?), 592-3 a. i>. On a block with heavy overhanging mouldings, 

below which is a broad fascia contaiiilng the inscription. Near by another block was 
found, similar, but without letters. Probably these blocks were parts of an architrave, 

or of a composite lintel : the building, to which they belonged, is not evident. The 

inscribed block is about 50cm. long and 43 high! the inscribed fascia is 25 cm. high. 
The letters, 16 cm. high, are incised. 

+ ETOCA/^■^^ -r 'Hrse + + bW Hh ( 592-3 A. ti.) 

853. LijrrEL. The left end of a lintel, lying a few feet east of the ruined building 

where No. .S49 was found. The fragment is 92 cm. long and 33 cm. high. .'\t the 

left of the second line is some sort of ornament, perhaps intended for a leaf r this and 
the inscription itself are executed in simple, broad, incised lines upon a plain surface. 
The letters are very unequal in size. 



*JiiJtv5(’j) X. M. [r.] .... 

{T/ie Church') loutm. Ch{rist) 6{pni) (d/) 
In {i/ic) year .... 


1n»cr. Sjj, 


854. Fragment. .\ stone now used as a lintel in a modem courtyard, in the 
eastern part of the village. Its total length is 1.16 m., its width 9^/3 to 12 cm.: it is 
broken at the top, through the tops of the letters; at both ends also, and [lerhaps 
at the bottom. Before the inscription is a blank space of 31 cm. 1 he first word is 
73 cm. long. The letters are incised. Copy by Dr. Ltumann. 


In^r. ^ 54 - 


fKajias Z[ 
Gaarets^ S - 


855 . 1L-BERD6NEH. Lin'tel('). A long, narrow stone, about one and a half 
meters in length and 30 cm. in width, now used as a beam in a modern dwelling. 
It had been exposed to the smoke so long that tar completely obscured some of the 
letters. As a woman was making bread immediately under it, and refused to move, 
and as a large crowd of natives insisted upon entering the room svith me, I did not 
attempt to make a careful drawing, or to take measurements, of the stone. The reading, 
however, I believe to be correct. 

The original stone had been split lengtlnvise. so that the tops of some of the 
letters in the first line are lost. In the center is a disk, formetl by a raised band. 
But the space within the disk is now blank, and seemed to have been so originally. 
T'he letters of the inscription, also, are in relief. 
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Division 111 Section B I’art i 


1, lV;a Hai Tiiitiiaa; K^^jxa 

2. jtat Pijtxy;; nat tsv t/it'jsv erjiiv. -f- 

/« fulfiiitncni of a v&w and for [ihe) safety of Kosmas and Roma and their ckiidrm. '-|- 

This might have been the lintel of a chapel of some saint, erected by Kosmas 
and his family. See on No. S44. 


856. LtNTKL. A stone now used as the lintel of an interior doorway in a 
modem dwelling. The stone is 1.77 m. long and 33 cm. broad. In the center is a 
disk in relief below the surface, 31 cm. in diameter, containing a broad-arm cross. 
I'he letters are incised, and are in perpendicular columns : the others are 6 cm, high; 
but the K and D after the disk are 26 cm. high. 


*Ayis;, ' K(’jpE 5)5 -St! 3 a 5 t[ 5 ]. 

J/o/j\ /to/}\ holy\ I^rd of Sahaotb. 


These words are found in Isaiah vi, 3. They are not uncommon on lintels in 
Syria. See A. A. E. S. iii, p. 24. 



857. UMM HARTEN. Church lintel. Three fragments, doubtless of a large 
lintel, found in the ruins of a building which seemed to have been a church, in the 
northwestern part of the town. Fragment k is 1.82 ra. long and 30 cm. wide. Frag* 
ment u is i.Be m. by 23 cm., and fits at the bottom of Fragment c is 73 by 36 cm., 
and probably adjoined the others at their right end. The inscription also is in three 
parts. The first of these is in a rectangle, 47 cm. high and 36 broad, at the left end 
of fragments a and b. The second is in the form of a monogram, in the center of 
the same tw'O fragments. At the right end of these fragments there is a disk in relief, 
containing a si\>point star. The third part of the inscriihion is on fragment c, and, 
like the second, is a monogram. At the right end of the same fragment tw-o lines 
meeting in a right angle are visible, as if this was a corner of a rectangle corresponding 
to that w'hich contains the first part of the inscription, .All the letters are incised. 

The first part of the inscription is 
Til O Son of God! 

The second part may be read 
XsiTTii: foens Christy or ’](43^Cj) 
Xs(i'7ri5), Bf5v VKJ: Cbr{isi)y 

So7i of God. 

The third part 1 believe to be Ks^a^: Of Kostnas. 




S5S. IT-TAIYIBEH. Fr.acmest, 597-8 .\.d. Built into the doorway of a ruined 
house w-hich was constructed of still more ancient materials. It is broken at the left : 
at the end of the inscription Is a blank space of 34 cm. The length of the present 
stone is 1.99 m., the height 21 cm. The letters, 13 cm. high, are in relief, in a rude 
plate J 5 cm. wide. 


















tt’Talyibeli 


^3 


NAATWeAETMC 


[Jv^. TS^ 59' iTO'jg. 

Indietion /, in the ^ogtk year. (597-SA.D,) 


859. Lintel. A stone found upon tlie ground close to some modern dwellings, 
southwest of the tower and about the center of the village. Its total length is 3,10m,, 
its height 84 cm. Near the right end is a disk, 55 cm, in diameter, containing 
in relief below the surface a cross and the letters A and ui: the outer rim of t e 
band which forms the disk is an incised line. I'he stone is complete at the left 
end, and at the top and bottom: it Is broken at the right end, 10cm. bejfond the 

disk. The inscription is in relief in three bands: the first line is 1,07 m. long, the 

second 57, and the third 93 cm. The letters are 13 cm, high. 

PubLishlfdi by I. 3 t+ Lucas, xiv, 33* 3 ®* 

'fAriDCAriOLAriDC; -f'-V/isg, kv^s, «vts=, |K% 5 s :iajSai 5 ]' 

TTAHPlCOypA n)iC 5 t; i wp* 1 '“'^ (■)) 

TTACHCTHCAriAC -f.c a'im otLnoj.j 

4- Holy, holy, holy. Lord of Sa&aoihi hcat m and earth is pdl of all ku holy glory. 

This te-tt is doubtless based on haiah vi, 3 : ' Vyisr, Kijstj; 

i See the commenUr>' on No. S56. 

S60. Tower. Lintel of a tower, in situ. In the northeastern part of the town, 
and fadno north. The left half of the face of the lintel has been destroyed completely, 

perhaps by fire; but the main body of the stone is intact: the right end of the face 

is complete. The height of the lintel is about 85 cm. The inscnption is m relief, 
within a plate: the extant portion of the first line is 93 cm. long, of the second 75, 
of the fourth 63 cm. The letters are 7 to S , Probably there was a disk m 

the center of the lintel below the second line of the inscription, 

Published, in pan, by Or. Lucas, Bjs. ZtiiuUr. xiv, p. 35, N'o. 33. 

I y K T 8 A r 18 n E VM A TO C I. I’P'--' J!(aO «(«:) AyiVj rbr^,iiarsg 

EiijT0KaKAEinAF6ENy 2. ia(«0 irig MWfiiKc txg ©[iatsasy afaO 

UJSONAPXANrEAON 3. 

(tiEoNAnonOAON 4. ^ 

HOnVPrOCMTUJC 5, s?yiW|>5 i TTycys; o>r!>ig. 

In name of Ih^iher, and of Son, and of the Holy Spirit, and of the holy Mary, 
the ^lolhcr-of-God and ever-vzrgin, 
ikis fotivr uHis erected. 

861. Lintel A monogram incised near one end of a large block, built into a 
wall now ruined. The monogram itself is 33cm. high and 28 broad: 
it is enclosed by a rather elaborate border. 

1 am inclined to believe that this stands for : Of hosmas, 

the O havin«^ the form of a triangle. If so, probably this was a lintel 
of a church V St. Kosmas; see on No. 844- Possibly the monogram 
should be read KCiji^s) /criv li) H(yTw); I^ord 

of Sabaoth: great is his pooper, or in some other way. 




loser. 
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Division 111 ScCtbn h Part t 


862. Lintet, Q). 



Fragment, probably part of a lintd, lying 50 yards or more 
down the bill westward from the tower. It 
is broken on all sides, and the face is badly 
mutilated. At the extreme right there seems 
to be a part of a disk in relief. Farther to 
the left is a part of a 
curved band also in 
relief: this may be the 
rim of a large disk en¬ 
closing the other; but, 
if so, the center of the 
larger curve seems to 
have been somewhat 
inner circle. Between 
inscription, in relief. 



1 : 2Q* 


laser. S62. Upildc down. 


lower than that ot the 
the two bands is the 
in reiiei. The length of the first 
three letters is 19 cm., and the height of the three 
lines together 36 cm. At the left of the outer band 
the face of the stone is completely de.stroyed. 


PiibHshefl by Dr, Lticajs, Zfjr, Zeitsfhr. xiv, ]>. 33 , No. 34 . 

The letter after E in the second line looks like V, and the letter in the third line 
like E, so that I am inclined to read : he finished. But perhaps 

ii teas Hnished^ is correct. 


863, Lintel. A stone now the lintel of a modern dwelling. Its present 
length is i .21 m., and its breadth 21 cm,; but it is broken at both ends and at the 
top, the entire upper half being lost. Near the left end is the lower half of a disk, 
31 cm. In diameter, containing a cross in relief below the surface; the distance from 
the center of this disk to the end of the extant inscription Is S4 cm. The letters are 
incised in broad lines on a plain surface, and arc now badly weathered and verj' 



t.lnt«l beotLDC Inter. S63, 

uncertain.^ In its present position the stone is upside down. Copied by Dr. Littmann 
and ihej^mitor, 

|rc(?), A4 [sv, mil 

\!n {ihe) month Ledsi')^ nnd£r\ 

This reading is at best very doubtful. There may have been another line of letters 



Ithci* Scuk 1 : 



















j^Vunbu^ [dnin 


A N E r IP A H C T K a u 
TPON + 


above the main line of the present fragment, 'I'here may also have been a letter 
between the disk and M* perhaps t or r? but I believe that the marks upon the stone 
at that place are accidental. 

864. KUNliUS, Lintel of a fort, 561 a.d. Fragment of a large lintel, now 
used as a jamb of a doorway in a ruined house in the western part of the town. It 

» ..50m. bng and^ut 75f". wide. It « ^ ^^rETircBOuHS*Naii:iilN6t 

broken at the right. The mscnption is in reliel, 

near the top of the stone, Beloiv the inscription 

are two dLsks with a cross in each, one having also A and UJ in the lower quarters. This 
is a ]iart of the same lintel as the following, 

S65. Fragment of the same lintel as the foregoing. The inscription, in letters 
11 cm. high, is in relief near the top of the stone. Below the inscription, at the 
left of the fragment, is a disk with a cross, like that at the left end of No. S64. The 
present fragment is 70 cm, long, and 7 5 cm. high, riic disk 
is 41 cm. in diameter. The fragment is broken at the left, 
through the left rim of the disk. 

The whole inscription, on the two fragments together, is as follows; 

1. -F X, M, IX 'hrsvs S<!!v5tx(50) fi:', [5'], p..- mv 0(s)it 

2. ri )!kV- 

+ Ckirisf) &{drn) {&/) Af{ary). In {ihe) year Sj2, month Xanthik&s nt, indktutn 
p, / raised me with {the Mj> of) God this easirnm. 

Other forts were found in this region: see, for example. Nos. 915, 94; and 993. 

Sdb. A fragment found in a field north of the town. The stone is 65 cm. long 
and 62 high: it is broken at the right. The letters, 10cm. high, are incised. 

E M M A N ’ Emma7tHei . 

In {(he) year ...... 

ET¥C 

S^*- iDNiN. Lintel, 579-80 a.o. The left half of a lintel, found within the 
door^vav of a ruined house in the center of the towm. It is complete at the left; at 
the ri^^ht it is broken through a disk, which was originally 49 cm. m diameter. From 
the left end of the stone to the rim of this disk is a distance of S2 cm. S he letters, 
ocm high are executed in telief, in plates m cm. wide. The third line, though con* 
taining only seven letters, is so spaced as to be nearly equal in length to the others. 

-HVneP€VXHC I. Tmp 1 ™ 

/ 6 UJMAYCAV 2, (xat) (’)• 

A ^ lb 0 € 0 A 3. «?'■>'' C?) 

In fulfinmeni of a vow of _ aiid Thomas: their son [ereeied (his hni/diti^i): 

i>f {the) year Sgt: Theodoros buUf 

This rendering of the second line U very doubtful. The sign at the beginning 
of (ho lin^ commonly signiScs and, in ihcso inBcriptions: consequently I have asstitned 

PabliciiUow ef the Frineeton Lnivefjity Arelme.h«og;«t Eupcditkn w Syrta, Oir. Ill, Sec. B, ti. i. 4 
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that a second name stood before instead of reading here -Aed as in 

No, S55, On the other hand this sign / Is sometimes used merely to mark the end 
of a word. Only, it is strange to find it used in this way at the beginning of a line. 
If the letters Y C really signify uieg, oritav is more natural, I think, than and fills 

better the space in the second pan of the second line, before But in that case 

the first name must be that of Thomas* wHfe, and would not naturally stand first in 
such an inscription. Perhaps however the vow was really hers, rather than her husband’s. 


868, Lixtel. Fragment of the right end of a lintel, found in a courtyard, imme¬ 
diately west of the preceding inscription. It is broken at both ends and at the bottom. 
At the left end is a part of the right rim of a disk. The letters, 10 cm. 
Ar(OC A 0 A jfj relief, on a plain surface. The length of the inscription, Irom 

EAEHCO 63 cm.: the greatest height oI 

^ ^ ^ the fragment is 48 cm. 

1. d 0t«s]» «Vi*S ’A5itv«[Tfij], 

2, [« 7 ( 5 s (•Us'i) =').fi 57 s[v rljuag]. 


//ofy Godi holy Mighty Om, holy Immortal One^ have mercy upon usf 

This is the "trisagioo", which is common on Syrian lintels. See A.A.ES. m, 
p, 8 f. and p. 29 ff. 

Possibly in the third line some saint was named, with [«vj(5*j] : pray for 

ns. Compare A.A,E.S. 111, No, 265. 

S69. H.ALBAX. Fr.\gmf.x*t, 362 A.n. (?). Fragment of a lintel^), now used as a 
girder, supporting the roof-beams in a modem dwelling a short distance west of tlie 
tower. It is t.74 m. long, 17 cm, w'ide, and broken, apparently an all sides. The 
letters are incised; those of the first line are S, those of the second 5, cm. high. Near 
the center is a design executed iri relief, resembling the knot of a wreath. Copy of 
Dr, Littmann, 


E 


|A MAIO A ll/PO y AE Mi [E’Jt?s] c«f, del vi'xx. 

^ -^ iaTisu, Tsi ysy/ (?) (r-si/g). 


Inicr. 

Eudoxia^ {dangh/er) of Hdiodoros^ be ever'vktorims! {In the motith) Eesios, of 
the 6j^rd{r) {.year), 362 .\.d. ?). 

The first name is uncertain: the figure before the I A may be an ornament of some 
sort, and not a letter. The date is also uncertain. 


870. Fracmen’T, 534 A.i>. .A stone now a beam supporting the ceiling of an 
inner room in a modern dwelling. It is i.44Vjm. long, 31 cm, w'lde, and broken 
at both ends. The letters, 15 cm. high, are incised in broad lines on a plain surface. 

OYLEMujMAYCTP ’"ET[iv; furj", ,UT5(vsg) A:/STi;[«v. 

In the year 84$, month Dystros. (March, 534 a.d.) 




Halb^in 


^7 


S/U Tower, 541 a.p. Lintel of a tower, still in situ, on the east side of 
the town, facing north. See Div* il, 111 . 16. Tlie whole lintel is 2,04 m. long and 
55 cm. high. In the center is a dkk in relief, 46 cm. in dkmetcr* I he letters, 8 cm. 
high, are also in relief in plates 9Va broad. The stone is broken in two near the 
right end, and the lower part, at the right of the disk, L broken ofl through the 
middle of the third line* 


Piiblishutl by Dr. Lu(^s, ZrrWir. xiv, p, ^9- 

% 

+ ETOYC 6 NUJMH iVCTP)fll5lA"i+ + 'ai:(v55) iy$* ? . -r 

tUJANNy/CVME (diit) ujNyAieOSUJN (itai) ivfti'iviy, dtti KiS(tti: 5 ) 0 >.(? 5 » 5 V, 

ATTOKIBOABANON TOEPf N 

+ /« monih Dysiros^ indittion -j- The work cf ioanues and 

Symeoms^ stone-masons^ of the t'Ulage of {the) llolhanoL (March, 543 a.d.) 

The form is for ),i5c|5»v, as is for iiJs'suv in Dr. Locas No. 19 and 

in No 8SS below. In the first half of the third line, obviously enough, there IsgKen 
the ancient name of a town. In many, if not most, of the cases where the name of 
a town is given in such inscriptions, the persons named do not belong to the town in 
which the building or monument is situated, and for that very reason the name of the 
town to which the persons do belong is mentioned. In the present case, however, 
since the town where this tower stands is still called lialbiln, it is at least probable 
that the town to which the builders belonged and the town where the tower still stands 
were one and the same. It is not quite clear then why they thought it necessary to 
mention their town’s name. Were the stone-masons, who did such work, commonly 
from some other region ? Or did loannes and his partner build this tower as an adver^se- 
ment of their busines. Perhaps, as Homer told Lucian when asked why he had 
beffun bis account of the Trojan war with the wrath of Achilles, u just came mto 
their heads to write this way. In any case it is not clear to me just ;vhat the 
ancient name was. Dr. Lucas has translated the phrase ^ Aus (Um Dor/e Olhm . 
But since the modern name begins with the strong h, I am inclined to think that 
0’>Wv should be transliterated with the aspirate, i.e. Holbaimt. Is this, then, really 
1 Greek name, or Is it an Aramaic name in Greek form? There arc many names, 
in these Greek inscriptions of Syria elsewhere, which are found only in the genitive 
case, with or without impossible to^decide whether the nomi¬ 
native should be 0 )f.av 5 t, or Ko'luu 0 ).^kv« or 

As to the use of such towers sec A.AMS. in, No. 6o. 


F.aomknt, now used as the lintel of a modern dwelling, in the eenter of 
the toam. on the south side of a court. It is 1.4= m. long and =e cm. ; it is broken 
probably at both ends. The letters, 15 «n. high, are incised ,n deep, broad hoes on 

a plain surface. 

EnlogiQs{j) made {this.'] 


AOnOCETTOlH 
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&73, Stone, now a. lintel, in 



a ntodern building, on the north side of a 
courtyard, immediately north 
of No. S72. It is i.ojYa m, 
long, 15’/! cm. broad. It is 
broken at the right, and 
perhaps also at tlte left. The 
letters, SVs cni. high, are in¬ 
cised in deep, sharp, but not 
very broad, lines on a plain 
surface. 


liiiscr. S73. 


npAE AiTOAenpifeeTo 

ITi^SiETi :: 35 i 5 m[v. 


may he accomplish (//fr) underfaking. 

The letters are clear; but the reading is uncertain. 


874. Stone, now a roof beam, in a modern dwelling: one end rests upon a 
column. It is i.iom. long, and 22 cm, wide. The letters are incised. The inscription 
begins 40 cm. from the left end of the stone. 


Of 


Tny K Al ABBUJ 
CO V 

who (is) also (called) Ad&asos. 


Tdj xffii A|jjji 55 ’j. 


875. Lixtel(?J. a broken lintel, partly buried in the ground in a courtj'ard 
before a modem dwelling. No. S69 was found in the same courtyard. The inscription 
is on a band along the top of the stone, 1.3S m. long and f/iCm. wide. Below 
the inscription is an egg and dart moulding, w'ith crosses at intervals in the moulding. 
The rest of the block was not excavated. The letters, 5 to 5'/jCm. high, are in relief. 
The stone is apparently broken at both ends. Copy by Dr. Littmann, 


□ N □ C B A K B lu T a N N tTF I □ N H A P in C A B 


f Ef5 ©55 j tx\ 6 vi:, (i) zh/ nrzpnv. 


(Inhere is) one God only, who hclpcfh the temperate. Mar os, son of Ahhosos(?) 


The name Abhosos occurs also in Nos. 874 and 881. I believe zh-t to be 

a mistake for .(XfTfjfw- This reading, however, is uncertain and unsatisfactory'. 


S76. 

C€NIN 

VAAIZA 

<t>€Q 


A stone now used as a roof-beam, in a modern dwelling, 
are incised in broad, shallow lines, and are hardly legible. 

1 have been unable to decipher this inscription, 


The letters 


877. Architrave. On a section of an architrave, apparently belonging to a 
colonnade, now used as a beam to support the ceiling of a modern dwelling. The 
right end rests in the wall, the left on a pillar which supports another section, at right 
angles to the first. The second block is not inscribed. The pillar is certainly not in 
its original state, and the architrave is doubtless not in situ. Other sections were found, 








^albun 
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three of them bearing the three Inscriptions which follow under Nos. SyS, 879 and 880. 
The blocks are light in proportion to their length, and, in Mr. butlers opinion, may 
have formed the architrave of a colonnade about a cloister court. 

The length of the present stone is 2.49 m., its height 20'/^ cm. The inscription 
is incised, in letters 6'/^ to 7 cm. high, between two Incised lines, the one 5 cm. from 
the top, the other 4yj,cin. from the bottom. Before the inscription is a blank space, 
28 cm. long, and after the inscription a blank space of 7 cm. 


KSHCQHTiK'^eTo iC leAFTTQ^o N € i H* 


[rtMrr, S77- 

+ Renumber^ O Lord, those who ha%>£ made offering ..... 

The text recalls the welbknown passages in the liturgies, such as 
tiv staj6iTiif5.i5ivTMv xoti hi Taej taaXujsi'as jt.r.X. ' I am unable, how¬ 
ever, to e.'tplaln the last four letters, 'I'he dative with pyjSsSert is due, perhaps, 

to a confusion of this verb tvith (SijjSi'v. 


878. AaciiiTR.\VE. Section of architrave, probably the same as the preceding, 
now used as a lintel over the doorway in a mined building, apparently a stable. Its 
length is 1.05 m., its width 21cm. The letters, 6 to 7% cm. high, are incised between 
two incised lines, the one sV. cni. from the top, the other 3'/* cm. from the bottom. 
Before the inscription is a blank space sufficient for two or three letters. The stone 
Is apparently broken at the right, close to the last letter. Copy by Dr. Littmann. 

_ -h Toi as-l 

+ lAlATHCTlf0YeKT ^ ^ commoner of God .... 


1 suppose tJtanjs to be for as is for 


tt-- 


879. Architrave. A stone built into the jamb of the doorway over which 
No. 87 S was found. This was probably a piece of the same architrave. The length 
is 87Ya the breadth 21 cm. The inscription is incised, in letters 7 to 8 cm. high, be¬ 
tween ^’O incised lines, the one 6 cm. from the top, the other 4 cm. from the bottom. 
The stone Is broken at both ends. 


u>| [ Nri IMIWO 




Idect. 

This reading Is not certain, and I am unable to interpret the text. It seems to 
be the ending of a hexameter verse. 


S80. Fraument. 
the inner face of an 


Found in an inner room of a modem dwelling, built Into 
exterior wall, over a window or door which is now blocked up 


i tjwBiUMP, TAl Grttk i.U»yX^n, p. aSg. 
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SO that the room is entirely dark. The stone is one meter long, and iBcm. wide: it 
is apparently broken at tire left. The inscription, in letters 8 cm. high, is incised be- 

tiveen two incised lines, the one 4 cm. from the top, 
the other 4 cm. from the bottom. This appears to be 
a part of the same architrave as Nos. 877 ft'. The left 
half of the inscription is in Sj riac: see Div. iV, Syr, j. 
The Greek part of the inscription is 1 J/ar/h. -|- 


0 Li f' v" ^ M^P I A + 

lasct* 


88 J. IL-MISHRIFEH. Li.vr£L(?), 344,4,0. Built into the wall of a modern 
dwelling in the southern iiart of the town. When visited by this expedition, at the 
end of March, this house was vacant: it was said, however, to be occupied in winter. 
The left end of the block protrudes from the exterior of the wall, w*hlle the right end 
protrudes into the interior of the building. The block is t .64 m. long, and 32 cm. wdde. 
The letters, 4 to 7 cm. high, are incised on a plain surface. The inscription is com¬ 
plete. Copy by Dr, Littmann. 





T e 4 £ e 6 ht 
V CTflATATr 
C 


C Torec 


TO 14 Tl 
H TdvWf 




''Ezvjq cv/', 
ijLst l£v 7 t 5 ),[Vj, ini 


ki/.i'/jY, Ti ZTtU- 


/w (//«) year <455, Ariemishs 2nd., this hmlding of Bustaiiofi atitr finished, itnder 
Agapeios, the agent, and Addosos, horn arch, 344 

1 do not know what manner of building that of Eustolion may have been. There 
w'as a lady of that name, who is mentioned by Socrates, ^ and by other historians of 
the Church. A certain Leontius, a presbj'ter, loved her and lived with her and suffered 
for her sake, and for this reason was deposed from his office of presbyter* but later 
Leontius was made bishop of .Antioch by Constantius, about 34S a,d. It is not im¬ 
possible that the Eustolion of this Inscription may have been the lady with whom Leontius 
lived. The komarch was doubtless the shekh of the village: Abbosos is also mentioned 
in Nos. 874 and S75. 


SS’. A STOXK, 433-4 A.D. In the jamb of a doorway in a ruined wall. The door¬ 
way faces east. The inscribed block is in the north jamb, with its face to the south: 
it is 77 cm. long and 64 broad. The inscription is in relief, in two plates sunk in the 
surface, leaving narrow' borders. The first line of letters is 13 cm. high, in a plate 
17 cm. high: the second line is 15 cm. high, its plate iScm. The stone is complete. 

+ ToYTT€MTo¥ 1. + Tc-j 
-f-sreTOYC 2- 4-;V 

-t- In {i/te) fifth + {and) -60th year, i.e. in the year 765. (453-4 a.d.) 

A similar method of writing the date is employed in No. [075 below'. 


8S3. LiJfTEL, 584 A.D, Fragment of a lintel, probably of a church, lying w'ithin a 
mined building west of No. 8BS. The lintel originally contained three disks. It is now' 


EctL IE, 26. fke bicg¥iphkttl dkEkn-urkt under ibe came 















Il->Iishrifeh 
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2.09 m. long, and 30 cm. n'ide; it is broken at the nght end through the right half 
of the third disk, and at the huttoin through the center of all the disks. Originally 
the lintel must have been nearly 2V9 meters long. The disks and the inscriiition are 
In relief, within a plain border. The inscription is in two parts, one on each side of 
the central disk. The letters are about 8 cm. Iiigh. 

rtUk) (diri,) (disk) +''Er5V5 fJivr(vK) .vX^vvai'yj}, hi wS 

MAV ETTl 

+ /« [f/ic] year month Audynmos., under -, preshyHr, (January, 584 a.o.) 

884. Panel of a ciiancel^r.ui., 597 a.d. (f) A part of a chancel-rail, or a 
plate of a balustrade, lying in a pile of ruins, between Nos. 882 and 885. It is 
broken crosswise through about the middle. The breadth across the top is 81 cm,, 
the maximum height of the present fragment 45 cm. In the center is the upper half 
of a large disk, in relief, 64 cm, in diameter over all. Within the disk are large leaves 
in relief, like fig-leaves in appearance, but probably intended for leaves of a grape¬ 
vine, The inscription is incised, rather rudely, on the border along the top of the 
face, above the disk : this border is 11 cm. wide, 'I'he lower half of this block lies a 
few feet farther to the north. Copy by Dr. Littmann. 



'^E-yj? tt^, tv. ci'. 

In the year (?), nmith Peritios tStK indiction TS {.^). 

(February^ 597 P ) 


8S5. Fragment of a stele (r). In a pile of blocks, in the western part of the 
mins. In a wall just above is No. S87. The present block is 79'/-Cjn, long: its 
height is 47V, cm. on the right side, and 37 on the left. It ts broken at the top. e 
letters, 5 to s 7 ,cm. high, are incised. Incised lines divide the lines of the inscription 
from each other. About the three unbroken sides is a border, I'Acm. wide, formed 

by an incised line. , 

.. TTHAEiEl ‘/tvoftivt yrP'JV 

^i5n«vv;, hi xvportipa, + 

our mistress, to him who w (/) under Lazaros, the 
most glorious curator. 


1H1= 

ENEYCESTTHAEiEI 
rENcMENlHMlilNAE 
C n Dl NHTLL VTTOAAZ 
A PONTON ENAOiUUT 
ATONKOVPATDPA+ 


8S6 Lintel A fragment of a lintel half buried in a field west of the ruins. 
It is I 45 m. long and about 75 cm, broad: it is broken at both ends. In the center 
. r t tK . cross in relief 62 cm. in diameter. The inscription also is m relief, 
^ th^too of the stone The first four letters are, together, 45 cm. long, the next 

*'y 


designs in relief. 


[TjeVTi vix[al- 
This [cross) conquers. 


0YTO NIK 
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887. A stone in tlie jamb of a doorway in a ruined building, in the western 
part of the town, on the west side of a courtj’ard and close to No. S85. I am 
inclined to believe that this was a common block such as might have been used in any 
wall. I do not know whether it is now in its original place or not. It is 67 cm, 
long and 21 broad. The letters, 8 to n cm. high, are incised on a plain surface. 
Before the inscription is a blank space of 12, after the inscription a space of 7'/. cm. 
Copy by Dr. iJttmann. 

IujANIC ’pjsfvi; : foam's. 

Of course this is for * loannes. 

888. Stone lying In tlie same courtj^ard as No. S82, in the western part of the 
ruins. It measures 81 by 41 cm., and appears to be complete: probably it was 
built into some w'all, above a doorway. The letters, 5*/* to 12 cm. high, are in relief 
in plates them. wide. Copy by Dr. Littmann. 


’A'/7'.)vtysv tc f|S7($v). 

'Fhe umrk of AtUoninos^ shne-mason. 


On the form hCsBn see No. 871. 

889. IT-TUBA. House, 572-3 a.d. On a large lintel fallen across its jambs, 
close by the church and facing south. Its doorway was the entrance to the vestibule 

of what appears to have been 
a private house. The vestibule 
was about to feet square, inside, 
and opposite the entrance had 
a doorway of similar width, 
which probably opened into a 
courtyard. There were other 
vestibules of the same sort in 
this town. 

In the center of the lintel 
is a large disk within a square. 
The rest of the face is plain, 
except for two small [ilates sunk 
in the surface, one on either 
side of the disk, containing the 
inscription. The plate on the 
left measures ab'/a l^J' '5*Acm., the other 36 by 15 cm. Ihe letters, locm. high, 
are In relief. 

+ T 0 Y [dUk) i n LU + d- 'J 55 (^Uk) -j- 

+ /« i/te {year") ( 572-3 













I^-Twba 


S3 

890. Lintel, 58’A.D, A fragment of a lintel, on end and half buried, about 30 
yards south of the preceding, Mr. Butler thinks that this may have belonged to the 
doorway of an enclosed narthex of the church. See Div. II, 111 . 17. The stone at 
present is J.i3‘/jm. long and 75 cm. wide: it is broken at both ends, A border, 
6 cm. broad at the top and 4'/, cm, at the bottom, encloses a plate sunk below the 
surface. In the center is a disk, 47 cm. in diameter, and on each side of it an upright 
figure, perhaps a spear or perhaps a candlestick. These figures, the disk and the 
Inscription are in relief. 


eroYCA 
□ EOYB 
n/A 
ECO 


(dislc) 


^ luMn 
HHEPA 

ei 

Nl 




\iVJ fi' 


i *) 




Cdiik) 


fti5(y"^;) ^[k- 

, 54 




/n the year month Gorpkos 2nd^ day — , indkhon /,. (September, 

5S2 A.T>.) 

I am unable to read the end of tins inscription, and I am inclined to believe that 
two letters after the disk in the third and forth lines, and perhaps one letter in the 
fourth line before the disk, have been chipped olT the stone leaving no trace. The 
inscription shows that here in the \Ala, at least during the sixth century, the calendar 
year began in September, to correspond with the year of the itidiction senes. See 

also No. S43. 

89T. VF.smfLE 0 ). On a lintel, in situ, over a doorway opening into a -small 
apartment, about 12 feet square inside, the roof of which has been supported by an arch 
running across the line of entrance, and supported on piers buUt out from the side walls, 

that on the west side showing 
several voussoirs. The entrance 
faced the south. 1 he west and 
north sides are apparently in 
their original state, and have 
no ojjenings of any kind. No 
frame of a door or window can 
be seen in the east wall; but 
this wall is of later constnict ion 
than the others, and is now 
partly destroyed. The entrance 
to this curious apartment is com¬ 
paratively wide, and the ceiling 
uou sually high. Possibly It was 
the same sort ol a vestibule as 
that described under No, 82 2 or 
No. 8S9: possibly the lintel is 



L^nttl bearing Inscr, Sgi- 


not in ii, orieinil plsice. Mr. Butler is of the opinion that thU buikUng was neither 
a lower nor a tomb. For the walls ate not sufficiently heuvy fur a tower, and it 
seems improbable that a tomb was built in the midst of the dwelling houses, and with 

SO wide an entrance. 

of the Princ«o» Ar^h^eologic^a Expedition to Sj.im Oiv, ill, S«. B. 1 , 5 
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The lintel at present is i .4S m. long and 69 cm. high: it is broken at the right, 
close to the right edge of a square containing a cross, 5" cm. broad and 63 cm. high. 
Doubtless this square was origtnallj' In the center of the lintel, and, if so, the whole 
stone must have been approximatelj^ sV* meters in length. The square, with the cross, 
the letters a and tu, and various oniaments in the corners, Is in relief: the rest of the 
face is plain. The inscription is incised, in a plate formed by incised lines, 11 cm. 
broad and 90cm. long. The letters are 6 to 7 cm. high, and are rudely executed, 
especially the last seven. 


+ K(v^()e 'l<i>av(v6v), 

'V Lord help the monument (i.e. tomb?') 
of loannes. 


Inicr. 

If auj is for the article the form is singular. In the upper comer of 
the la.st N there appears to be a small a : perhaps then ‘hyJvSi^ of loanas, should 
be read. 

\ 

892. Lintel. Stone, probably a lintel, lying, partly buried, in the eastern part 
of the town, east of the church- It is now 1.40m. long and 53 cm. broad; but it is 
broken at both ends. In the center is a disk with a cross in relief, 45 cm. in diameter. 
The inscription is incised on a plain surface: the letters are 5 to 67 j cm. high. Copy 
by Dr. Littmann. 

NTffTUUNI +HeOHeiA [e]v rsira vt- +11 

tUTJfCeX MlfTTAPAtC [xIm roij iy- (dist) fivj -«si Klupwi. 

PlfCMlf fis'J. 

/?t this / corny Iter my enemies. 

+ A/y help is with the I..&rd. 

S93. .-\BU IL-KUDUR. Lintel (?), 574-5 .a.d. Stone, doubtless a lintel, now 

on end as a support for the roof of a room, built perhaps In medieval times, and 
recently used as a dwelling. The present length is 1.38m., the height aSVjcm. ; it 
is broken at both ends. In the center Is a tliBk with a broad-arm cross, 31 cm. in 
diameter. The inscription is incised. 

+ 0 46T0VC "1“ L/oL + "f-Tyjr c-u. 

Zoil (disk) STTuj +Xtj‘///, +/« (the) year S86. 

C (574-5 a.d.) 

894, IL'*. 4 XZ. Lintel, 542 a.d, .4 large and handsome lintel, now over the 

entrance to the courtyard of a modern dwelling, facing south, in the center of the 
village. The lintel and its Jambs seem to be in their original place: doubtless they 
formed the entrance to a large court as now*, perha[is the court of a church. See 
Div. 11 , III. 31 . The stone measures 2,60 m. in length and 64 cm, in height. In the 
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center is a plate, 54 Vj cm. square, containing a cross in relief below the surface. I'lie 
inscription is in relief also, in 
plates, 15 cm. broad, sunk in 
llie surface. Tlie whole execu¬ 
tion is bold and clear cut. 


-b '/vr-f, (diilc) p.(i'vsr) Ais’J 

-f /» {i/ie) year month 

Loos jth, indktion 5. -j- (.August, 
54a A.D.) 

The monogram, above the 
main inscrijilion and ai the right 
of the central square, may be 
read Oijtw, If this was intended, 
1 should understand (rsJ 

t-)=-5 j), ( Lkt) house of Ood^ or Otzij 
(-i^; House of the Church. 


Iiiicr. 894. 


895. Lintel, Two fragments of the same lintel, in a field about aoo yard.s 
.southwest of the village. At the left end of the second is a disk, with a cross and 
A and w. in relief. The inscription is also In relief. The reading is certain. 


A. OLKCi: AB AUJ 0 
li. cditii) ttahph 


rA7(5-:, 




'/V'lt?, 


fKzYiC 


i maviz zr,z 


Holy, holy, holy. Lord of Ssbueik: the heavens are full of his glory. 


Compare No. 858- 


S96. IR-KUHAIYEH. Holse-pEam, 3/3 Stone, now a l>eain supporting 

the roof, in a deserted house built in the apse of the north church. Sec Uiv. 11,111 22. 
The length is 1.25m., the breadth 23 cm.: it is broken at txith ends and at the top. 
The face of the block was never smoothly dressed, but is like the ordinary' roof beams. 
The inscription is rudely incised on the rough and uneven surface. The letters are 
about 9 cm. high. 


VCeTTXAlOYZ CY 
hoy AKONTlCeKTlCEN 


['^F.rs]uc isiv 


/« {the) year 6 $$. Dios jth. of Bunomosif) (or 
duili {this). (November, 373 a,d.) 


Etidemf^s), a favdin-man: ke 


Thl^ seems to have belonged to the home of a soldier; but obviously the inscription 
is much older than the house of which it is now a part, in as much as this house is 
built in the ruins of a church which probably belonged to the sixth ceniurj. 


85j* 529^3'^ A.D+ The left half of a linteb found in a held west of 

hs town^ The inscription is incised on a dove*tail plate in relief in the upj>er left- 
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hand corner of the stone. The plate is 3® cm. long and 22 wide, exclusive of the 
dove-tails. Below this is a vine, enclosed in a band resembling a rope. The second 
quarter of the stone was occupied by a disk enclosed in a square: the disk originaJly 
contained a cross, which has been erased. 

■?'€TOYCit + ''E-i'jt; ►.. 

MiuMHNOC -i'/H (///^) jvtjr S-^Iy .,. (529—30 

The rest of ihU Inscription was doubtless upon a similar plate in the lost half of 
the lintel. 


898. FiLtGSiKST, 556-7 A.D. Lying upon the ground, northeast of the ruins. 
The stone is 59cm. long and 46 high: it is broken at the right and at the bottom. 
The inscription is incised on a plain surface. The letters of the first line are 7 to 
S'/jcm. high, those of the second 5 to 7 cm. Copy by Dr, Littmann. 


€T0VCH5UUIN 

eniTHceeujceB^T 


'Erwjj fv[^. t', , . =nl Ticj r.jJLW i}i'r:ityrjC . . . 


lu jear SdS, 5,.. uitder our most Ood-fmrhig mistress 

(55*~7 A.D.).* 


1 suppose that this inscrijition refers to the empress Theodora. Perhaps it was 
under her patronage that the triple churches at this place were built. 


B99. Lintel, 564 a.d. A lintel on the ground north of the niins. It is some¬ 
what broken at both ends. The original length was probably about 2’/j meters: now 
the measurement from the extreme left end to the center of the disk, near the center 
of the present block, is 1.22 m. The disk is in relief below the surface, in a square 
plate, 39’/. cm. broad: there ivas originally a cross within the disk; but this is now 
almost obliterated. The inscription, in letters 67, to 7 cm. high, is incised on a plain 
surface : the first part is 71, the second 54, cm. long. Copy by Dr. Littmann. 

■j-etocsoujT IN an r Mr +*'Et 5 (i-)s <%)(?) ivS, r/, ,uj}(va 5 ) 

+ /« (t/ie) year S/6^ of the rjtk indictmt^ month Gorpiaios. (September, 564.4,0.), 

900. Fr. 4GMENT, The right end of a block, probably a lintel, built into a late 
wall immediately south of the foundations of the north church. See Div. IJ, 111. 33. 
The mscriptbn, in letters lOcm. high, is in relief in a plate, 13 cm. wide, sunk below 
the surface. Above the plate is a border, 5 cm, wide, .^t the right side the border 
is 13 cm, u-ide. Below the inscription is a band, 2 cm. wide, below which again is a 
vine In relief. The last two letters are wTitten together, and are probably nA. 

P K r A A A Al . {mo Tsfj^<ri5. ....... of. ros^ of Gadanas, 

See No. 903. 


90t. Lintel, Fragment of a lintel, on end and nearly buried, about the center 
of the open court enclosed by the three churches. It is broken at the left: the right 
end is in the ground. In the center is a large disk with a cross, in relief. The 
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inscription, in letters 9 cm. high, is in relief in a plate 1 7 cm. tride, near the top of 
the stone, on the left of the disk ; it is 34 cm. long. At the right of the disk is the 
beginning of a plate, similar to the first, containing a cross and probably more letters. 
But it was impossible to dig out the rest of the stone without the tools, winch our 
servants had at last succeeded in leaving behind. 


H9HC0N 


[K^pcr (Awk) 4’ [ ■ - * ■ * . ■ 

Lord kelp ....... 


902. Fragment, lying in the entrance to a room, about 10 feet square, now 
roofed by a mud kubbe. The fragment measures 56 by 17 cm.: it is broken at both 
ends. The letters, 6*/, to j'/j crri- high, are rudely incised on a plain surface. 

2 AiM 6 IK/)BIN ..iv[«J ....... 

Ok the izth of the month Xanthikos^ indie lion ... 


903. Frag.ment, built into the west jamb of the doorw'ay w’here No. 902 was 
found. It appears to be the left half of an arcuated lintel of a window or niche. It 
is 38 cm. high, 20 cm. broad at the bottom, and 26 cm. broad at the top. The letters, 
4 cm. high, are in relief and are very well executed. At tlie right of the inscription 
is the lower part of a figure which might be a candlestick. Below the inscription is 
a plate, sunk in the surface, which once contained letters or carving of some sort now 
destroyed. 


See No. 900. 


TON 
rAi 
An A 


Tiv (?). 

T'ke S 071 of GadiiJiasif), 


904. I D-D ABB AG HJN. A ston^^ nearly buried in the ground^ a fcw yards west 
of the road^ about the center of the ruinB, It is i-oS m. long and 34 cm, broad* It 
may be practically completep or may be broken at both ends. There is a blank space 
at each end of the inscriptiori^ so that 1 believe the inscription to be complete^ The 
letters, 6 to b'/n cm- high, are rather rudely incised on a plain surface, 

ZUJPAN 

CAaAmANHC ZufJO’/, 

HAAXOC ^Oran, Salamanes, J/alekas, Aiokart^ 

AkujsAn 

905. LiNTfa,. Two fragments of a lintel found on the ground beside the road 
which leads through the center of the ruins. Fragment a is 91 cm. long at the top: . 
it is broken at both ends and at the bottom, The inscription, in letters n cm. high, 

is incised near the top of the stone. Below the inscription is a peacock in relief, facing 
towards the right. At the right end of the stone is the left half of a disk w'ith a 
cross, in relief, 26 cm. in diameter. Fragment b is 78 cm. long at the top and 54 cm, 
high: it is broken at both ends. At the left end is the right half of the .same dish 
as in Fragment a: below the inscription is a peacock in relief, facing towards the 
left. The letters are 9 to 10 cm. high. Doubtless this was the lintel of a church 
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portal, and was between 2 and 2^* meters long hy about 55 cm. high. The whole 
inscription is as follows: 


A. 

ft. 


K Y P 10 C Y 
H MnTICoK A 0 


n P (iiut) 


[Fa] K'jfii' (disit) 't; 5 itiOtS [jjttJv, 

// f/u' /.t^rd /jf tts^ 'iuho {is) he thai is against us. 

This text is derived from R&uians viii, 31 : Ef i Bisj ■j“ls xa!}' r.iAvv, 

See .A.jI.BS. Ill, p. 17, 

Another inscription was found at this place by one of the servants, about a hundred 
yards nortli of the present fragments; but through a inisunderstatiding it was not seen 
by any niember of the expedition. It was fsaid to contain only tliree or four letters. 


906, KASR I BN WARD Ax. Ba» racks. 361 (?) .a.p. Lintel of the gateway in 
the north side of the barracks. See Div, II, III. jS and 39. The total length of the 



l-iQtd of BamebtSb 9^6. 

lintel is 3.98 m., the height 76 cm. The stone has been much damaged, as if by fire. 
In the center is a disk, containing a cross, and lietween the arms two spears 
crossed. At each end of the lintel was a square plate: that at the left contains a 
cross, w'ilh A and Uj in the lower corners; that on the right has been destroyed, but 
was probably similar to the other. I’he inscription is in a single line along the to]> 
of the face. The letters are ii cm. high; most of them are perfectly clear; but some 
have been completely obliterated. The inscription and all the ornamentation are in relief. 

Published by Hartmann in XfUic/tr. dm Pa/iteffitm-t’^erfinr^ xxtii, p, (04, from his own copy. 

Published also by iJr. Lucas, in Jtys. ZtiUeAr. xiv, p. 41 Nc>. 50. It apijear* that thi^ inscription was not 
copied hy ihe others mentioned ijiidcr No. 90S bclow^ 

After the letters KIM^N there is a space, before the disk, from which one letter 













^a.sr-'Ibn Wardan 


has been removed. .After 0YP and before the mutilated letter which 1 believe to be 
a A there is roont for six or seven letters. Of these the first three have left no trace: 
the foiirtli seems to be a round letter, 9 or 0,. though possibly the portion which 
remains may have been originally a 


ItlSjCTi 906. 


the sixth I believe to he uj, the seventh M. After the mutilated A and before K there 
is room for one letter only, E, H or I. The figure of the indiction number is most 
probably I : it may, however, have been r, and possibly even a very cramped 0. The 
following reconstruction is necessarily very uncertain and unsatisfaciory% especially in its 
mo-st important part, the date. 


+ 'Avv.fisv ~i 7:f5xtjuir.^[s]v T('si) “/O'M (stsv;), i[t](5'v) j w«J. t ► + 

I'/ic /resent lintel was /nt in place in the (j’rtf#'), month Dtas\?) 20th-, 

iadkiion /o. -H {November, 561 a. n.) 

The last part of the inscription might, with equal plausibility, be read :Jw/)5vp[sy 
?(sir) riv/), A[*](6y) a: BsSth year ^ i.e. 546 A.j). 


gOy. CtifRCH. Lintel of the south portal of the church. See Div. II, IIL 24, 
25 and 26. The stone is 3.09 m, long at the bottom, and 79 cm. high. In the center 



I jBlcl of Chllfclili laser. 907 i 

is a handsome dish, with an eight-arm cross, 76 cm. in diameter. All the ornamentation 
and the inscription are in relief. I he letters are jo to 11 ^jcni. high. 

Published by M.M. Mordtmann, Oeslrup, Hartmants and l.ticas: referedces are given under Xu. 908. 

1. A'jtj: -n riXv; i K(mi 5 )j ' 

2. JtKA (dbk) rjIiVT: t'J DrjT(^)- 

Tkis is the gale which the Lord has made : [the) righteous shall enter in iL 
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This text is derived from Psalm cxvii, 20, and is common 00 lintels of churches 
of the sixth century': compare C. L G. No. Sgsoff., and below. Nos. 911, 91 3, 915 etc. 
The quotation in the present inscriptioti is inaccurate, and may well have been affected, 
as Dr. Lucas suggests, by the memory of such other passages as verse 24 in the 

same Psalm: 


908. Palacr, 564 A.D. Lintel of the great portal in the south side of the palace. 
See Div. II, 111 . 32 and 35. Plates 4. 5, 6 and 7. The whole stone is 3-65™, long, 
and 1.06Vs high, llie inscription and all the ornamentation are in relief. In the center 



or ritace. In^Cf- 90®, 

of the first line is a square containing a cross and, in the lower corners, A and UJ : 
in the center of the second line is a disk containing a cross. The letters of the first 
line are 18 to 20, those of the second 15 to .16 cm. high. 

Published bv J, H. Mordtntann, from copies furnished by a German officer in ibe Turkish semcc, in 
JriA{tetf/.-/ifiisr. MUiAfilu/tgfit OfiUrtwA, vi 11 (1884), p. 191 f. Published by J. Oestiup “Histonsk^opo- 
erafiske Bidrm; lit KendskalKt tU den syri&ke Oerken", in Af/nwirei tk rAcadtam R«yatt iUs 
UUrt! de Dommark, 6 mt Siru, Sftthn da Uiira, T. iv. A'ii. 3 , (1855). p. S? Copied by Profei^r Martin 
Hartmann in 1887, and published by him in ikiischr. da Deittfthfn Palsettim Vatna^j^^nx P- *02 It. 

Published by Dr. Lucas, in Bys. MUthr. xiv (1905), p. 40 ft 49- See also Strzy'gowski, klanasKn, 

p. I 3I ff. 

1, H-’Ev (ewH) i</, -rsy %va Hiy;. + 

2. + llav-:* 5! (8rtk) : l-)(s5)y. 


+ /« [i/ic) mmt/i iVovemier, indktwn fj, 0/ iht + (November, 564 a.u.) 

+ All h {}hi\ glory of God. 

The reading is certain, as may be seen from the accompanying photograph. 

I*or a full description of these most interesting buildings see Div. 11 , 1 . c. The 
name, Ibn Wardhn, seems to l>e of Arabic origin. But I cannot discover whether 

it is derived from the name of some legendarj' hero called Ibn \\ ardAn, or whether, 
in its original form, the name signifies Caslk of the Roses. Hartmann, p. 102 note 3, 
quotes the following story about the castle from the same “'German officer in the Turkish 
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service’ who first reported these inscriptions, and who, in turn, ]:teard the storj' from 
the *Anezeh (bedawin); '‘The owner of this castle, in the building of it, caused the 
mortar to be mixed with rose-water. For he had the gift of prophecj*, and knew that 
he would die from the sting of a scorpion. So he built this castle, and had the mortar 
mixed with rosewater, in order that scorpions, which cannot endure the scent of roses, 
might not come within. But he did not escape his fate. One day he stroked the 
neck of a camel, in whose hair a scorfiion had hidden itself; the scorpion stung him 
on the hand, and the owner of the rose-castle died of the wound, according to the 
prophecy. And still the ‘Anezeh maintain that, when it rains, the castle is redolent 
of roses." 1, myself, w'as in the castle when it rained, 1 did not detect the fragrance; 
but perhaps that was only because 1 was not bom in the desert. It seemed to me 
that it was more likely that this settlement was built for someone of the royal family, 
< perhaps one of the emperor Justinian's troublesome relatives, who bad become a per¬ 
sona non grata at the court. Here on die border of the desert, very far indeed from 
Constantinople, such a person might have lived in enforced retirement, but in conside¬ 
rable comfort and security, with this gorgeous palace for his housing, with a magni¬ 
ficent church for the exercise of his piety, with a regiment of cavalry in the barracks 
for his protection, and with a colony of retainers in the group of humbler dwellings 
at one side. Here he might have held his court, and luxureated to his hearts content, 
if only he let the rest of the world alone. 
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Title [11. 33 reatl Soviih I'afaJij for \Ve,st Facade. 

^ „ 40 , Bulldiiij; within the outer Wall for 

Huildin^f Western. 1 lie outer Wall* 
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